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COMPETENT  Branch  Manager  or  outdoor  Assistant;  33:  single: 
unqualified :  good  varied  experience:  Prescriber  ;  abstainer  ;  good 
references:  permanency:  West  Hiding  or  Lancashire  preferred;  liberty 
April  11.    "  Chemist,"  6  Victoria  Terrace,  Burnley. 


FULLY  qualified  German  Chemist  desires  position  in  London  :'  speaks 
German,  French,  and  some  English  and  Italian  :  could  undertake 
Analyses  ;  understands  English  prescriptions  ;  had  experience  in  Switzer- 
land and  Itiviera.    Address,  "  R.  G."  (148/12),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


WHOLESALE. 


^pRAVELLER  ;  24  ;  good  Salesman  :  excellent  references.  149/15, 


Uffice  of  this  Paper. 

LPERIENJED  in 

149/3d,  Uffice  of  this  Paper. 


j^XPERIEN  JED  in  Laboratory,  Wets,  Drys  ;  excellent  references. 


^^ETS,  Drys,  Sundries,  or  Laboratory;  permanency.   "H.  N.,"  The 


Beeches,  Carrington,  Boston. 


*yOUNG  man  seeks  re-engagement;  12  years'  experience.    "M.  H.,' 


5  Thenford  Street,  Northampton. 


TRAVELLER  seeka  re-engagement;  Drugs  or  Sundries;  good  refer- 
ences.   "  Phenol"  (151/6),  Office  of  this  Paper.  , 

WAREHOUSEMAN,  or  any  position  of  trust;  first-class  experience ; 
highest  references.    "  T.,"  15  Whellock  Road,  W. 


ASSISTANT  Essence-maker,  4  years'  experience,  seeks  position  in 
good  firm  ;  references.    113/14,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

TRAVELLER,  many  years'  Medical  and  Veterinary  experience,  desires 
engagement,  London  and  Provinces.   68/10,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


YOUNG  man  wishes  to  represent  Wholesale  Chemist :  town  or  country ; 
knowledge  of  trade.   "  M.  H.,"  5  Thenford  Street,  Northampton. 


QUALIFIED  Chemist  (27),  experienced  in  all  branches,  wishes  to 
.  Represent  good  firm.    "Energetic  "  (62/35),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

OFFICE  Practice  desired  ;  Travel  or  help  any  department ;  good 
appearance  ;  qualified.    "  Superior  "  (151/10),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

TRAVELLER ;  wide   Retail  experience ;  smart,  energetic ;  small 
salary,  commission,  and  expenses.    "Yorkshl.e"  (149/33),  Office  of 
this  Paper. 

WHOLESALE.— Surgical  Instruments,  Sundries.— Situation  desired  ; 
Loudon  ;  varied  experience ;  married.    "  Assistant,"  123  Saltram 
Crescent,  Paddington. 

ASSISTANT  desires  position  in  Wholesale ;  Apothecaries'  Society 
qualification;  Wet,  Dry,  &  Retail  experience;  excellent  references 
152/38,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

WANTED,  situation  as  Manager  of  Proprittary  Articles  manufac- 
turer, or  otherwise  ;  5  years'  experience  :  aged  33  ;  good  references  ■ 
disengaged  now.    Address,  147/13,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


LABORATORY   Foreman   requires   position  ;   thorough  all-round 
knowledge,  with  latest  methods  (Galenicals,  Specialities.  Standard- 
isation).   Apply. '■  Extractor  "  (153/12),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


CHEMIST'S  Assistant,  wishing  to  leave  Retail,  would  like  a  suitable 
position  with  Wholesale  house  :  aged  25  years  :  height  5  ft.  8A.  iu. ; 
■11  years'  first-class  experience.    145/30,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

SCOTCHMAN,  qualified  Chemist  and  Photographic  Dealer  (39), 
desires  po-t  as  Representative  in  Drugs,  Sundries,  or  Photographic 
Materials  ;  excellent  references.   "  Velox,"  18  Trafalgar  Street,  Brighton. 


3*.  Qd.for  50  words  or  less  ;  Qd.for  every  10  words  hey  and 

ADVERTISER  will  be  glad  to  communicate  with  Merchants  or 
Manufacturers  wishing  to  open  or  extend  business  ;  has  a  large  con- 
nection in  the  Wholesale  and  Retail  Drug  trade  over  a  wide  area  ;  can 
furnish  first-class  references  and  security ;  firms  only  of  good  repute 
desiring  to  establish  permanent  business  relations  need  reply  to  this 
advertisement.    Address,  70/33,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


A WELL-ESTABLISHED  Firm,  with  warehouse  and  offices  in 
Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  is  desirous  of  meeting  home  firms  who 
wish  to  have  their  lines  economically  and  vigorously  pushed  in  the  Aus- 
tralian States  and  New  Zealand.  Address, "  Sydney  "  (124/20),  Office  of  this 
Paper. 


IJUGHES  &  COSSAR,  Importers  and  Indent  Agents,  Auckland,  New 
flft  Zealand,  arc  open  to  undertake  Sole  Agencies  lor  New  Zealand  ;  im- 
porters of  all  heavy  and  fine  Drugs  and  Chemicals,  Bottles  and  Jars,  Con- 
fectioners' Requisites,  Tanning  Materials,  and  all  classes  of  goods  for 
manufacturing  purposes;  consignments  accepted  ;  correspondence  invited  ; 
bank  references  forwarded  on  application, 


miscella: 


Special  charges  are  made  for  Advertisements  under  thit 
heading,  which  can  he  obtained  on  application. 


PRICE  LISTS. — Gilbert  &  Rivington  (Limited),  St.  John's  House, 
42  Little  Sutton  Street,  Clerkenwell,  London,  E.C.,  are  Printers  of 
Price  Lists  for  most  of  the  leading  Drug  Stores  and  Chemists  in  the  United 
Kingdom.   Send  for  samples  and  terms  before  placing  orders  elsewhere. 


CHEMISTS  requiring  Syphons  engraved  with  their  own  name  and 
refilling  with  pure  Mineral  Waters  should  apply  for  terms  and  par- 
ticulars to  Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Syphon  and  Mineral  Water  Manufacturers, 
Oamden  Town,  N.W. 


CHEMISTS'  SUNDRIES.^Patent  Medicines  packed  in  free 
cases,  Carriage  Paid.  Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and  Terms, 
which  will  be  sent,  post  free,  on  receipt  of  application,  May,  Roberts  &  Co., 
9  and  11  Clerkenwell  Road,  London,  or  16  Westmoreland  Street,  Dublin. 


SMART  and  up-to-date  Advertisements  designed  and  written  for  Hand- 
bills and  Newspapers  ;  satisfaction  guaranteed ;  orders  executed 
within  3  days.  Send  for  particulars  of  Handbills,  10,000  demy  8vo.,  5». 
per  10,000,  carriage  paid,  B.  Whitworth  Hird  (Limited),  Advertising 
Specialists,  Norwich. 


CHEMISTS'  FITTINGS,  as  following,  for  £35  the  lot :— 10-foot  run 
of  drawers,  shelves,  and  lockers  complete,  mahogany  fronts,  with 
glass  labels  and  glass  knobs  ;  10-foot  mahogany-top  serving  counter;  4-foot 
mahogany  and  glass  wall-case ;  5-foot  dispensing  screen,  mirror  centre  ; 
perfume-case  and  desk ;  mahogany  and  bent-glass  counter-case.  Can  be 
seen  at 

PHILIP  JOSEPHS  &  SON,  93  Old  Street,  London,  E.C. 


T\li  ANUFACTURERS  of  Chemical  Products,  Pharmaceutical  Prepa- 
l»I  rations,  Preserves,  disc,  desirous  of  establishing  branch  works  on 
the  Contii. tnt,  are  offered  an  opportunity  in  a  large  commercial  centre, 
seaport  town.  North  Germany  ;  old-established,  well-known,  and  highly 
respectable  firm  ;  spacious  room,  steam  power,  vacuum,  cooking-apparatus, 
&c,  at  disposal.  Please  address,  O.  O.,  178  care  of  Haasenstein  &  Vogler, 
A.G.,  Hamburg. 

RARE  Offer  of  Shopfittings.  —  One  12-ft.  fixture  of  secondhand 
mahogany  drawers,  gold-labelled,  cupboards,  shelving,  and  cornice, 
£7  10s. ;  one  16-ft.  ditto,  £9  10s.  ;  one  5-ft.  mahogany  and  plate-glass  Dis- 
pensing-screen, £3  :  one  6-ft.  Dispensing-counter,  £2  ;  one  9-ft.  counter, 
with  glass-ease  front,  £5  :  one  10-ft.  wall-case.  £6  10s.  :  one  5-ft.  bent-front 
p.ate-glass  case,  70s.  ;  one  4-ft.  sponge-case,  40s.  R.  TOMLINSON  & 
SONS.  Headquarters  for  Chemists'  Shopfittings,  Bond  Street,  Bir- 
mingham. 

SECONDHAND  FITTINGS.  Important  to  Chemists.— We  have 
for  Disposal  the  whole  of  the  Fittings  of  3  first-class  Shops,  compris- 
ing Glass-front  and  Panel-front  Counters  (Mahogany  tops),  Dispensing- 
screens,  Wall-fittings,  Wall-cases,  Counter-cases,  Shelving,  Cupboards,  Nests 
of  Drawers  (glass  labels  and  knobs),  Window-enclosures,  Desks,  Loft's  Cash- 
tills,  &c,  &c. ;  they  are,  we  believe,  the  finest  lot  of  Fittings  ever  offered  ; 
we  bought  them  cheap,  we  will  sell  them  cheap,  separately  or  in  one  lot. 
Apply,  Rudduck  &  Ltoi,  Shop-fitters  aud  Shop-front  Builders,  262  Old  Street, 
London,  E.C. 

CHEMISTS'  FITTINGS.— 12  ft.  run  of  Chemist's  side-fitting, 
mahogany-fronted  drawers,  bevelled-glass  labels,  cut-glass  knobs, 
lockers,  shelving,  cornice  complete,  6-ft.  mahogany  plate-glass  dispensing 
screen  and  sponge-case  under  complete.  10-ft.  mahogany-top  serving  counter, 
nest  of  counter-drawers,  mahogany  plate  glass  perfumery-case  and  desk, 
4-ft.  mahogany  plate-glass  counter-case,  6-ft.  mahogany  wall-case:  the  lot 
complete  45  guineas  ;  bargain.  Chemists  fitted  complete  :  cheapest  house 
in  the  trade  Mills,  Shop  Fitter,  Shop  Front  Builder,  Glass  Facia  Maker. 
Works  :  163-5  Old  Street,  London,  E.G. 


McADAM  &  TUCKNISS,  Sharedealers,  Blackheath,  London,  S.E. 
Telephones  81  &  81a  Lee  Green. 
Shares  ox  Sale  (free  of  all  commission,  subject).— 200  Peek  Frean 
preference  21s.  3d. ;  160  Benger's  Food  ordinary  20s.  9i/. :  100  International 
Sponge  Importers  6  per  cent,  preference  19s. ;  250  Lewis  &■  Burrows  ordi- 
nary 8s.  9</.,  100  preference  13s.  9d.  cd. ;  85  G.  B.  Kent  preference  20s.  6(1.  ; 
100 'W.  Jameson  ordinary  18s.  9rf. :  £50  Evans  Lescher  &  Webb  5  per  cent, 
debenture  :  150  A.  J.  White  ordinary  4s.  Whd.,  100  preference  9s.  lOJrf.  : 
50  Barclay  &  Son  ordinary  12s.  9r/.,  £0  preference  fully  paid  12s.  6d. ;  £0 
H.  &  T.  Kirby  £10  ordinary  bid  wanted. 

Wanted  (subject).— 40  Camwal  ordinary  8s.  9</.,  50  preference  12s.  Bd., 
5  debentures  £40  10s. ;  20  Evans  Lescher  &  Webb  preference  £5  6s.  3ti.  cd. 

List  of  shares  for  sale  and  wanted  sent  free  on  application.  Highest 
references  to  hankers  and  many  clients.  Dealing  as  we  do  at  net  prices, 
and  coming  between  buyer  and  seller,  we  save  clients  the  market  turn, 
often  Is.  or  Is.  id.  on  each  share. 
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LONDON  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  of  this  Associa- 
tion was  held  at  the  Holborn  Viaduct  Hotel  on  Thursday  after- 
noon, March  10,  Mr.  Albert  Cooper  in  the  chair.  The  first 
business  was  a  discussion  on  Sir  Charles  Dilke's 

Shops  Bill, 

introduced  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  E.  B.  Betty),  who  stated 
that  the  Bill  had  been  condemned  both  by  the  South  London 
Branch  of  the  Association  and  by  the  Thames  Valley  Chemists' 
Association.  The  principle  of  the  Bill  was  all  right,  but  it  was 
the  method  by  which  the  Bill  was  apparently  to  be  worked  that 
he  objected  to.  Mr.  Watson-Will  said  he  had  a  draft  letter  to  be 
sent  to  Sir  Charles  Dilke.  The  working  of  Sections  7  and  10 
was  particularly  objected  to,  and  it  was  agreed,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  G.  P.  Pond,  to  request  the  Secretary  to  write  to  members 
backing  the  Bill,  pointing  out  the  peculiarity  of  chemists' 
businesses  and  claiming  exemption  entirely  from  the  Bill. 

The  late  Mb.  Tice. 

Sympathetic  reference  was  made  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Tice,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the  North  London  Branch  of 
the  Association,  and  a  resolution  of  sympathy  was  passed. 

C.O.D. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  then  read  a  communication  from  Mr. 
B.  Haselwood  Jones,  stating  that  he  was  unable  to  be  present, 
but  he  hoped  that  the  Association  would  write  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  opposing  the  system.  A  resolution  on  this 
matter  was  passed  and  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Post- 
master-General. 

In  reply  to  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Federation  of 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations,  it  was  agreed  to  pay  the 
usual  guinea  to  the  Federation. 

Mr.  Betty  intimated  that  at  the  next  Federation  meeting  he 
intended  to  read  a  paper  on  territorial  representation  as  applied 
to  the  County  of  London. 

Council-election. 

The  election  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  next 
came  up,  and  the  question  of  opposing  the  retiring  members  or  of 
proposing  new  members.  There  was  a  long  discussion,  and  it 
was  agreed  that  no  new  member  be  proposed  for  this  year,  but 
that  the  matter  of  the  pharmaceutical  election  of  1905  be  taken 
into  consideration  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association. 

The  question  of  re  naming  the  districts  into  which  the  London 
Chemists'  Association  is  divided  was  then  mooted,  but  decision 
was  deferred  to  the  next  meeting. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Pickering,  urging  the  personal  canvass  of 
members  of  Parliament,  was  read.  It  was  agreed,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Pentney,  that  Mr.  Idris's  speech  at  the  dinner  of  the 
London  Chemists'  Association  be  printed  (in  extenso)  in 
pamphlet  form  and  sent  to  all  members,  of  Parliament. 


WEST  HAM  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  West  Ham  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday,  March  10,  at  the  Earlham 
Hall,  ForeBt  Gate.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Harold 
Mitchell  (the  President),  and  there  were  also  present  Messrs. 
Barnes,  Bail,  Blades,  Clelland,  Forbes,  Eastman,  C.  A.  Jones, 
Parker,  Savage,  Evans,  Workman,  Seed,  Matthews,  Potter, 
White,  Reed,  and  Lister,  and  Mr.  Gwinn  (the  Secretary). 

Correspondence. 

The  Secretary  read  letters  he  had  received  from  the  Federation 
respecting  the  Shops  Bill  and  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  A  letter  was 
also  read  from  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association 
directing  attention  to  the  fact  that  certain  buying  clubs  had  been 
selling  at  less  than  the  minimum  wholesale  price,  and  adding  that 
such  an  arrangement  constituted  a  breach  of  the  P.A.T.A.  regula- 
tions. The  Chairman  said  that  with  reference  to  the  suggested 
appointment  of  delegates  to  wait  upon  local  members  of  Parlia- 
ment on  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  it  was  thought  that  this  should  be 
left  over  till  the  new  Executive  was  appointed.  He  was  Bure 
that  they  all  approved  the  representation  made  by  the  P.A.T.A. 
in  their  letter. 

The  Annual  Report. 

The  Secretary  submitted  the  first  annual  report  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, which  was  an  able  review  of  the  work  of  the  year.  The 
balance-sheet  showed  the  income  during  the  past  year  to  have 
amounted  to  10?.  Is.  4£d.  After  meeting  all  liabilities  there  was 
a  balance  in  hand  of  Is.  l%d.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Potter, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Savage,  tne  annual  report  and  balance-sheet 
were  adopted. 

The  Secretary  mentioned  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the 


Secretary  of  the  Federation  of  Locil  Pharmaceutical  Associations 
acknowledging  receipt  of  the  Association's  resolution  relative  to 
"  breaking  bulk." 

Election  of  Office-bearers. 

The  ballot  resulted  in  the  following  being  elected  :  President, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Matthews  (Leytonstone) ;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mr. 
Eastman ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  Mitchell  ;  committee,  Messrs. 
Barnes,  Forbes,  Soper,  and  Potter. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  then  given  to  the  office-holders  who  were 
retiring.  Thereafter  a  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  admission 
of  assistants  into  the  Association,  and  it  was  agreed  that  appren- 
tices and  assistants  be  admitted  as  associates. 


Coming  Events. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Monday,  March.  14. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Cantor 
Lecture  II.,  "  Recent  Advances  m  Electro-chemistry,"  by  Mr. 
Bertram  Blount. 

Tuesday,  March  15. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society  of  Great  Britain,  66  Russell 
Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Lantern- lecture  by  Mr.  Harry  Selby, 
entitled  "  Rambles  in  Yorkshire  Dales." 

Wednesday,  March.  16. 

Inter-Pharmacy  Football  League,  Crown  Room,  Holborn  Res- 
taut  ant,  at  8  P.M.  Evening  concert,  Mr.  W.  Watson-Will  in 
the  chair.  Presentation  of  cup  and  medals.  Tickets  (I  s.  each) 
may  be  had  from  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  A.  Kirkland, 
London  College  of  Pharmacy,  323  Clapham  Road,  S  W. 

Royal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
Professor  A.  E.  Wright  will  read  a  note  oa  "  Some  New 
Methods  of  Measuring  the  Mignifying-power  of  the  Micro- 
scope and  of  Lenses  Genera'ly."  Slides  illustrating  botanical 
histology  will  be  shown  by  Mr.  A.  Flatters. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  (North  British 
Branch),  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  8  30  p.m.  Mr.  Thos. 
Stephenson  will  lecture  on  "Radium  and  Radio-activity." 

Western  Chemists'  Association,  Norfolk  Square  Hotel,  London 
Street,  Paddington,  W.,  at  8  p.m.    Ordinary  meeting. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  5.30  p.m. 
Among  the  papers  to  be  communicated  are  ''  Mercuric  Nitrite 
and  its  Decomposition  by  Heat,"  by  Mr.  P.  C.  Ray  ;  "  Note  on 
the  Higher  Glycerides,"  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Hannay ;  •'  The  Nature 
of  a  Solution  of  Iodine  in  Aqueous  Potassium  Iodide,"  by 
Messrs.  C.  H.  Burgess  and  D.  L.  Chapman. 

Thursday,  March  17. 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
94  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow,  at  9.15  p.m.  Mr.  H.  P. 
Arthur  on  "  The  Pharmacist  as  Photographic  Dealer." 

Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Albert  Restaurant, 
Albert  Road,  at  8.30  p.m.  To  consider  the  details  of  the 
"  Buying  Section  "  and  the  new  "  Pharmacy  Bill." 

Cumberland  and  Westmoreland  Chemists'  Association,  Great 
Central  Hotel,  Carlisle,  at  3.30  p.m.  Annual  meeting  followed 
by  the  annual  dinner.  Tickets  (3s.  6rf.  each)  may  be  had  from 
Mr.  F.  W.  Townley,  Keswick. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  Holborn  Restaurant,  at  8  p.m. 
Annual  dinner.    Mc.  A.  B.  Britton  (President)  in  the  chair. 

Friday,  March  18. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association, 
Imperial  Hotel,  at  9  P.M.  Annual  supper,  Mr.  A.  Currie 
(President)  in  the  chair. 


The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Mineral-water  Bottle  Exchange 
and  Trade  Protection  Society  (Limited),  London,  will  take  place 
on  Thursday,  March  24,  at  the  Hotel  Cecil.  Tickets  from  Mr. 
Walter  Davenport,  Ridler  Place,  Holland  Street,  Blackfriars,  S.E. 


The  Pharmacy  Bill.— Mr.  W.  Watson- Will  (Secretary  of  the 
Federation  of  Pharmaceutical  Associations)  informs  us  that  the 
following  members  of  Parliament  have  also  written  to  him 
favourably  in  regard  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill :  Mr.  Henry  J.  C. 
Cust,  Right  Hon.  J.  A.  Campbell,  Sir  Michael  Foster,  K.C.B., 
Sir  John  Leng,  Hon.  A.  Lyttelton  (Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies),  Captain  Cecil  Norton,  and  Mr.  James  L.  Wanklyn. 
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Colleoe  flotea. 


West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy.— On  February  27 
the  day-students  of  this  college,  accompanied  by  the  Principal 
(Mr.  T.  S.  Barrie),  paid  a  visit  to  Loch  Lomond  for  botanical  pur- 
poses. The  warm  sun  tempered  the  airs  from  the  snow-clad  hills 
of  the  Ben,  with  the  result  that  a  most  enjoyable  outing  was  ex- 
perienced. A  large  number  of  specimens  were  collected,  catkins  of 
willow,  hazel,  elder,  male  cones  of  yew,  flowers  of  MercuriaMs  \ 
pvrennis,  various  rhizomes,  corms,  &c,  a  number  of  ferns  in 
excellent  condition — Asplenium  trichomanes,  Polijpodium 
vulrjare,  Blechnum  boreale,  Aspidiiim  (Uigulare,  &c. 

Inter-Pharmacy  Football  League. — "London"  v.  "West- 
minster "  was  played  at  Acton  on  March  5.  The  "Londoners" 
won  the  toss,  and  play  during  the  first  half  was  rather  tame,  but 
shortly  before  half-time  the  "  Westminsters "  scored  with  a 
bouncing  shot.  After  the  change  over  the  "  London  "  men  began 
to  wake  up,  and  equalised  with  a  shot  from  Leddra.  Excitement 
then  rose  rapidly  as  a  shot  from  the  halfway  line  by  Watt 
cannoned  with  the  inside  of  the  upright  and  found  the  net.  A 
third  for  "London"  was  soon  added  by  Evans.  Two  minutes 
before  time  the  game  was  stopped  on  account  of  injuries  received 
by  two  opposing  players,  who,  in  rushing  in  opposite  directions 
for  the  ball,  kicked  each  other's  foot  instead  of  the  ball.  They 
were  removed  to  the  dressing-room,  and  play  during  the  remaining 
two  minutes  was  proceeded  with  by  about  five  players  on  each 
side,  the  score  remaining  unaltered — viz.,  "London"  3,  "  West- 
minster "  1.  The  injured  "  Westminster  "  was  able  to  limp  home 
with  his  team,  but  the  "Londoner  "  required  medical  attention. 

A  Friendly  Match  between  the  Edinburgh  Central  School  of 
Pharmacy  and  Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.'s  football  clubs  was  played  at 
Hawkhill  on  March  5.  O'Malley,  Raimes'  caotain,  having  lost  the 
toss,  Summerfield,  the  School  captain,  decided  to  play  with  the 
wind.  After  about  ten  minutes'  play  Flint  scored  a  goal  for  t 
the  School.  Play  after  this  was  very  keen,  both  sirles  miking 
great  efforts  to  score,  but  half-time  came  without  further  scoring. 
The  second  half  was  more  in  favour  of  the  School  team,  and 
although  Raimes'  played  pluckily  they  could  not  find  the  net.  i 
Neir  the  finish  the  School  came  away  very  strongly,  a"d  goals 
were  scored  by  Thomas  (2)  and  Wallis  (I).  Time  was  called  soon 
after  with  the  score  of  4  to  nothing  in  favour  of  the  School. 

Edinburgh  Central  School  of  Pharmacy. — The  annual 
supper  of  this  school  took  place  in  the  BaAmoral  Hotel,  Princes 
Street,  Edinburgh,  on  March  4,  Mr  W.  B.  Cowie,  Ph.C,  Principal, 
in  the  chair,  and  Messrs.  W.  BlcEwan,  M.  Webster,  and  J.  H. 


I  Fairbairn  acting  as  croupiers.  There  were  about  eighty  past  and 
present  students  present.  After  an  excellent  supper,  Mr.  J. 
Hutcheon  (Hon.  Secretary)  read  apologies  for  unavoidable  absence 
from  Messrs.  D.  B.  Dott,  D.  Storrar,  W.  L.  Currie,  D.  Gilmour, 
W.  S.  Glass,  G.  Lunan,  R.  Aitken,  C.  F.  Henry,  and  A.  J.  Dey. 
Mr.  Hart  proposed  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  and  said 
students  were  usually  prejudiced  against  the  Society,  though  he 
dirj  not  think  they  really  bore  it  any  ill-will.  When  they  passed 
they  soon  began  to  see  that  it  deserved  to  be  supported.  Mr. 
Peter  Boa,  in  responding,  said  much  had  been  said  in  recent  times 
about  such  matters  asdividingthe  Minorand  rearranging  the  Major. 
With  regard  to  the  former,  they  seemed  to  make  very  little  progress. 
When  he  occupied  the  position  of  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners  he  often  felt  that  when  a  candidate  did  a  good  day's 
work  on  the  practical  day,  and  came  down  in  the  oral,  it  wis  very 
hard  that  he  should  not  get  credit  for  what  he  had  done,  and  that 
he  should  have  to  go  through  that  part  again.  He  believed  that 
was  really  the  view  also  of  the  Society,  but  they  were  kept  back  by 
some  supposed  necessity  for  greater  legislative  powers.  With 
regard  to  the  Major  Examination,  there  was  a  scheme  at  the 
present  moment  under  consideration  for  the  re-arrangement  of  the 
subjects  so  that  a  student  might  piss  in  any  two.  Under  that 
plan  it  seemed  to  him  they  might  have,  say,  one  day  for  practical 
chemistry,  one  day  for  practical  materia  medica,  and  the  third  day 
for  written  papers.  He  was  one  of  those  who  thought  the  Society 
had  not  done  so  much  as  might  have  been  done  for  the  Major 
Examination,  but  there  were  signs  that  the  Society  were  waking 
up.  He  thought  they  might  expect  that  more  would  be  done  for 
the  Major  man  in  the  future ;  and  if  the  changes  contemplated 
were  carried  out,  and  candidates  allowed  to  select  the  subjects 
they  specially  had  a  liking  for  in  the  Major,  imny  more  men  would 
go  up  for  it.  Mr.  Hill  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Edinburgh 
Central  School  of  Pharmacy,"  which  was  responded  to  by  the 
Principal  (Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie),  who  said  the  so-called  easy  examiner 
was  not  always  the  best.  He  preferred  an  examiner  who  set  a 
searching  examination  and  was  careful  to  give  students  fair 
value  for  work  done  During  an  interval  in  the  programme, 
Mr.  Summerfield,  in  an  eloquent  speech,  presented,  in  the  name 
of  past  and  present  students,  a  marble  timepiece  to  Mr.  Robert 
Henderson,  late  lecturer  on  botany  and  materia  medica,  who  has 
just  purchased  a  pharmacy  in  Edinburgh.  Mr.  Henderson  having 
acknowledged  the  gift,  the  toast  of  "The  E.C.S.P.  Staff"  wa3 
given  by  Mr.  Dall,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  W.  McEwan  ;  "  The 
Students,"  by  Dr.  Coull,  responded  to  by  Mr.  Kindness  ;  and  "  Our 
Guests,"  by  the  Chairman,  responded  to  by  Mr.  Taylor,  were 
also  given.  The  evening's  proceedings  were  agreeably  diversified 
by  excellent  songs,  recitations,  and  instrumental  pieces  contributed 
by  Messrs.  Thomas,  Leeson,  Fairbairn,  J.  S.  and  R.  Henderson, 
Pike,  Kindness,  and  Ogilvie,  Mr.  Alexander  acting  efficiently  as 
accompanist. 


Exchange  Column— Bargains. 

TERMS. 

gd.  per  word  with  name  and  address.    Id.  per  word  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 
No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  Gel. 

.  Limited  to  the  Advertisements  of  Surplus  Stock,  Shop  Fittings,  Apparatus^  Photographic  Goods,  Books  and  Periodicals,  Formulae,  Addresses  Wantel, 

and  Articles  Wanted. 

DEPOSIT. — The  purchaser  of  anything  advertised  in  the  Exchange  Column  may  remit  the  amount  to  us,  and  we  only  pay  the  money  deposited  on 
advice  from  the  remitter.  We  charge  a  commission  of  6d.  on  any  transaction  of  £3  or  less,  or  la.  i  above  that  amount  which  is 
payable  by  the  purchaser. 

Remittances  payable  to  EIDWARB  and  crossed  .Tg  ARTI  1VB  BASK.  JLIMnrEl*. 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 


BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

8  or  10  .years'  copies  Chemist  and  Druggist;  what  offers  or  exchange? 
Mooi;e,  Medical  Hall,  Yeadon. 

Squire's  "Comi  amon,"  13th,  14th,  and  16th  editions  :  B.P.'s,  1864,  1885, 
and  It 93,  l  ew  ;  1  >t  Pharm.  Journals  and  Chemist  and  Druggist,  bound, 
cheap    Offer.-,  Cl.uike,  Cheirist,  Chepstow. 


APPARATUS. 

Two  steel  cylinders,  gunmetal  fittings,  and  gauge,  for  compresse  gases ; 
about  30  in.  high;  moderate  price  taken.  Wlite,  Ml!.  Stevensox, 
4  Jewry  Street,  E.C. 

DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS. 

28  lbs.  camphor  (English),  J-oz.  blocks,  3s.  SW.  lb.,  7  lbs.' carriage  paid; 
2s.  9d.  bile  beans,  26s.  6rf. ;  Doau's,  24s.  Baixaud,  Chemists, 
Fariutdon. 
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FORMUL/C. 

Excellent  diarrh:ca-mixture,  sine  cretu,  3s.    "H.,"  87  High  Street, 

Battle,  Sussex. 

OPTICAL  AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

42  microscope-slides,  2s.  doz.,  6s.  lot,;  exchange  unmounted  objects ; 
approval.   Lintin,  170  Freedom  Road,  Sheffield. 

Spectacles  and  folders.— What  offers  for  upwards  of  250  pairs,  assorted, 
in  fair  condition,  to  retail  from  5s.  6d.  ?  Call  and  see,  or  fuller  parti- 
culars will  be  sent  on  application,  May's  (Ltd.),  35  New  Broad 
Street,  London,  E.C. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

What  offers  for  Koko  ?  42  Is.  size,  18  at  2s.  Gd.,  4  at  4s.  6d.  Broad, 
Chemist,  Gloucester. 

What  offers  ?  1  doz.  4s.  6cl.,  1  doz.  2s.  9<f .,  11  doz.  Is.  ljrf.  Orangeine ; 
3  gross  Id.  Cinderella  soap ;  3  gross  M.  Asbestine  safety  uightlights. 
George,  Chemist,  Pentre. 

4  doz.  Bathodora,  16s.  per  doz. ;  1  doz.  Sparklet  syphons  and  12  doz. 
boxes  of  bulbs,  £6  10s,  or  1  syphon  and  12  boxes  bulbs,  12s. 
TiiOMrsox,  17  Gordon  Street,  Glasgow. 

SHARES. 

Shares  for  sale.— See  Miscellaneous  column  (p.  157). 

Camwal  ordinary  shares ;  2  for  sale  ;  offer.  Hayton,  26  Sheet  Street, 
Windsor. 

Camwal  shares  (50  ordinary  and  50  preference)  ;  what  offers  ?  146/34, 
Office  of  this  Taper. 

SHOP  FITTINGS. 

Entire  fittings  of  chemist's  shop  near  Manchester.  151/16,  Office  of  this 
Paper. 

For  sale,  cheap.— Fixtures,  shop-rounds,  jars,  showcase,  2  carboys, 
2  specie- jars  (2  ft.,  on  mahogany  stands);  good  condition.  Apply, 

23  Cullum  Street,  E.C. 

Two  specie-jars  and  stands,  large,  as  Maw,  1459 ;  outside  circular  lamp  : 
sponge-case,  Maw,  2734  ;  stand,  Maw,  2729.  Apply,  Bonus, 
4a  Brondesbury  Road,  N.W. 

^Two  6-gal.  pear  carboys,  cut  stoppers,  with  2  mahogany  stands,  fig.  2738, 
Maw ;  1  stand,  fig.  2733,  condition  as  new  ;  list  price  £4  15s.  each ; 
lest  offer  has  them.   Ballard,  Chemists,  Faringdon. 

American  soda-fountain  for  sale,  in  excellent  condition,  complete,  with 
charging-apparatus,  <Src,  price  £30,  can  be  viewed  in  London  (part 
cash  can  remain  if  desired) ;  also  for  sale,  6-ft.  bent-glass  counter-case, 
shop-rounds,  perfume-cases,  desk,  scales,  pill-machine,  mortars,  &c, 
all  cheap  to  clear.  Address,  "Piienacetin  "  (151/13),  Office  of  this 
Paper. 

16  doms-oover  pink  6-lb.  show  ointment-jars,  9J  in.  high,  gilt- labelled ; 
2  6-gal.  show-carboys,  pear  shape,  31J  in.  high,  16  in.  diameter,  cut 
stoppers ;  also  glass  top  for  window-enclosure,  32  in.  wide,  108  in. 
long,  with  iron  rodi,  supports  for  same ;  and  2-in.  thick  mahogany 
stands  for  carboys,  grooved,  and  brass  rollers ;  sale  or  exchange. 
HANKiXrOx,  XJttoxeter. 

Branch  fittings,  &c— Show-stand,  as  fig.  2787,  Maw's  list,  3  shaped 
shelves,  complete,  new,  3  ft.  long ;  nest  14  stock-drawers,  mahogany 
fronted,  56  x  14§  x  8  in. ;  flat  case,  mahogany  sides,  40  x  12  x  4i  in. ; 
wedge-shape  ditto,  75  in.  long  x  7  in.  x  8  in.,  opens  in  front;  bent-glass 
counter-case,  ebonised  frame,  26  x  14  x  6,  new,  as  fig.  2766  ;  bent-glass 
dii  o,  mahogany  frame,  26  x  loj  x  9;  upright  case,  all  glass  sides, 
ebonised  frame,  3  glass  shelves,  19  in.  high,  16  wide,  8  deep  ;  specie- jar, 
22  in.  high,  label  "Peruvian  Bark"  (piece  out  of  edge  of  lid),  with 
pedestal;  pill-machine,  5  grain,  new;  nest  of  shop-drawers  (10  large, 

24  small),  64J  in.  long,  45  high,  11  deep;  16  N.M.,  12  W.M.  shop- 
round?,  16-oz.  ;  7  dark-blue  syrups,  20-oz. ;  2  oil-rounds,  tin  caps, 
LO-oz.  ;  Squirt's  "Companion,"  1899  edition;  "Veterinary  Counter- 
practice"  (1894);  "Diseases  and  Remedies,"  1898  edition;  offers 
winced.   Thornton",  Chemist,  BUenavon,  Mon. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Secondhand  dental  articles ;  send  for  list.   See  p.  152. 

Indiarubber  water-bed,  36x32;  Cow's  make,;  only  once  used;  35s. 
Rayner,  Uxbridge. 

Ophthalmic  bracket,  in  perfect  order;  2  arms,  universal  movement. 
Burrell,  Chemist,  Montrose. 

10  Potter's  malt-egg,  5s. ;  14  books  College  Preceptors'  prelim,  exam, 
papers,  3s.  6d.    Lee,  Chemist,  Mexboro'. 

For  disposal.— Quantity  of  various  (B.P.)  pills,  soiled,  genuine,  very  cheap ;. 
Pindar's  pill-machine,  little  used,  first-class  order,  for  half-cost,  or  offer. 
74/10,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

What  offers  ?  2J  doz.  each  6d.,  Is.  Sheba  gold-paint :  4  2-stone  bags 
Crown  cattle-spice ;  C.  <t  D.  and  Pharm.  Journal,  1903  ;  all  good  con- 
dition.  "  Chemist,"  252  Tong  Road,  Wortley,  Leeds. 


WANTED. 

Carboy,  pear-shaped,  12-gal.   Perk's,  1  Sloane  Square,  London,  S.W. 

Complete  fittings  for  dental  surgery.  W:m.  Bowling,  Dimond  Street, 
Pembroke  Dock. 

Wallcase,  about  6J  ft.  Full  particulars,  sketch,  lowest  price,  Appleton, 
Walkley,  Sheffield. 

Small  pair  dispensing-scales,  in  box,  to  turn  at  \  gr.  52  High  Street, 
Brierley  Hill,  Start's. 

Old  artificial  teeth  bought;  cash  by  return  post.  Dent,  298  Battersea 
Park  Road,  London. 

Wallcase,  11  x  9  ft.,  in  good  condition.  Full  particulars  and  price  to 
Broad,  Chemist,  Gloucester. 

Sifter  and  mixer;  Gardner's  cabinet  pattern,  size  A;  2  wanted. 
"  Manager,"  15  St.  Peter's,  Norwich. 

Secondhand  Minor  books,  recent  editions;  also  '98  B.P.  Roberts, 
12  Portland  Road,  South  Norwood,  S.E. 

Sight-testing  case,  state  contents,  price;  also  recent  text-books. 
"  Opticus  "  (149/21),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

Secondhand  shopfittings  and  bottles,  &c.  State  particulars  and  lowest 
price  to  Fairburn,  Chemist,  Northallerton. 

Shopfittings,  window-enclosures  and  glass  window-shelves,  nest  shop- 
drawers,  cupboards,  <fec.   Horton,  Woburn  Sands. 

Chemist's  fittings,  comprising  range  of  drawers,  cases,  counter,  dispens- 
ing-screen, shop-rounds,  &c.  Full  particulars  to  "Chemist,"  37  High- 
bury Place,  Loudon,  N. 

"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  vol.  i.,  and  "  Art  of  Dispensing," 
6th  edition.  State  price  to  Davies,  c/o  Mrs.  Clement,  Cae  Babell, 
Cwmbwela,  nr.  Swansea. 

Old  copies  and  volumes  of  diem,  and  Drugg.  prior  to  1891 ;  also  Pliarml. 
Journals,  Chem.  Society  Journal,  Analyst,  Jl.  Hoc.  Ch.  Industry. 
145/34,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

Microscope,  secondhand,  coarse  and  fine  adjustment,  1  eye-piece,  2  ob- 
jectives (ft  and  §).  Full  particulars  and  price,  Graham,  Chemist, 
Scotswood  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

"  Essentials  of  Pharmacy,"  "  Pharmacopedia,"  "  The  Art  of  Dis- 
pensing," Everitt's  "Physics,"  P.  and  K.'s  "Organic  Chemistry"; 
must  be  latest  editions.   3  Rosslyn  Terrace,  Sunderland. 

"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  "  Diseases  and  Remedies,"  "  Veterinary 
Counter-Practice,"  "Practical  Dentistry"  (B.  it'  V.  D.  publishers), 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  (1904).  State  lowest  price,  "  Chemist," 
11  Baalbec  Road,  Highbury,  N. 


ADDRESSES  WANTED. 


Maker  o:  plasier-spreading  machines,  List 
Sttckpnt. 


Goodwin,  Park  Street, 


Printed  by  Spottiswoode  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  New-street  Square;  and  Published  at  the  Offices,  42  Cannon  Street,  in  the  City  of  Loudon.— March  12, 1904. 
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LATEST  ADDITIONS. 

"ELEMENTARY  DISPENSING  PRACTICE." 

By  Joseph  Ince,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.  Price  3s.  6(7.,  by  post  3s.  9r?. 
"OPENING  A  PHARMACY." 

Specially  valuable  to  chemists  starting  in  business.  Price  2s., 
by  post  2s.  Zd. 

"PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS,"  Vol.  II. 

Contains  complete  and  sound  information  about  medicine- 
Btamp  law  and  recipes  for  hundreds  of  saleable  speciali- 
ties.   Price  10s.  net,  or  post-free  10s.  6d. 

To  he  obtained  from  the  Offices  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C,  or  from  the  Wholesale 
and  Sundries  Houses. 


Some  useful  dispensing  problem}  are  diicussol  on  p.  444. 

The  latest  Army  and  Navy  Store  prces  are  mentioned  on 
p.  409. 

"Bile-pills  "  is  a  dutiable  title,  the  Boarl  of  Inland  Revenue- 
inform  us  (p.  434). 

Mr.  F.  P.  Sargeant  has  been  nominated  by  Leeds  a3  a  member 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  Ip.  421). 

The  C.O.D.  System  is  being  vigorously  opposed  by  chemists' 
associations  throughout  Eigland  (pp.  421-1). 

The  Prime  Minister  says  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Acrt- 
is  under  consideration  by  the  Government  (p.  417). 

Quite  a  number  of  gentlemen  connected  with  pharmicy  'anil 
the  drug-trade  have  been  appointed  County  Councillors  (p.  403). 

Dr.  jJobbin's  suggestions  as  to  the  B.P.  method  of  determining 
melting-paints  are  discussed  by  several  chemists  in  note3  on 
p.  434. 

The  Customs  Authorities  at  Southampton  have  stopped  fch9 
importation  of  Carter's  little  liver-pills  by  0ther3  than  the  agents 
(p.  428). 

Biographical  Notes  and  Potitruts  of  all  tho  members  of  the 
Cape  Colony  Pharmacy  B  jard  (President,  Mr,  A  Walsh)  are  given 
on  p.  441. 

Three  Cases  op  Injury  (two  fatal)  by  iuhaling  nitric-'aeiol 
fumes  are  given  on  pp.  414  and  442.  The  cases  happened  in  Canada 
and  Australia. 

The  Necessity  fir  economy  in  the  use  of  wood  has  bean 
well  demonstrated  tj  a  member  of  our  staff  by  an  Old  Kent  Road 
firm  (p.  415). 

Mr.  J.  S.  North  is  the  new  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Caps  Colony,  who3e  annual  meeting  was  held  on 
February  11  (p.  440). 

Mr.  A.  R.  Ling,  formerly  Secretary  of  the  London  Section  of 
the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  has  got  a  handsome  present 
from  his  fellow  membtrs  (p.  418). 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  chiefly  formal 
business  to  transact  at  the  la3t  meeting,  and  the  proposed 
Pharmacy  Bill  is  not  yet  formulated  (p.  414). 

Mr.  George  Harwood,  M.P.  f jc  Boltm,  has  blocked  "the 
Pharmacy  Bill,  under  the  erroneous  improisioj.  that  it  will  inter- 
fere with  the  sale  of  patent  medicines  (p.  417). 

Mr.  Joseph  Devlin,  an  Irish  member,  has  also  blocked.it, 
We  indicate  on  p.  426  the  new  p-iuciplos  embodied  in  the  Bill, 
and  show  that  they  do  not  inolude  the  interference  suggests!  by 
Mr.  Harwood  (p.  426). 

Our  Town*  Traveller  has  toured  in  the  far  east  and  near 
west  of  the,  Metropolis  in  search^of  novelties,  and  ha3  brought 
together  many  interesting  tilings  deicribcd  on  p.  415. 

Some  spurious  Virginian  prune-barks,  by  Mr.  H.  FinnemOre, 
and  a  supposed  Bjil-chmiedia  bark,  by  Miss  Hooper,  were  the 
subjects  discussed  at  the  Bloomsbury  evening  nnetiag  this  week 
(p.  430). 

"  Oregon  Balsam"  is  the  name  given  to  an  adulterant  of 
Canada  balsam,  which  is  male  by  dissolving  colophony  in 
turpentine.  Mr.  E.  Dj.vzard  tells  on  p.  43J  now  i&  can  too 
detected. 

Business  is  rather  quieter  this  week.    Ipecacuanha,  cassia 'oil, 
and  carbolic  acid  ara  dearer  ;    yellow  pcussiate  of    potash,  . 
jaborandi,  and  otto  of  rose  are  firmer  ;  and  quinine  an!  pilocarpine 
are  lower  (p.  435). 

That  Half-sovereign  which  Messrs.  Cummings  Brothers,  t>? 
Dundep,  paid  in  respect  to  the  sale  of  a  known,  admitted,  and 
approved  remedy  in  1891  has  failed  to  respond  to  the  emetic- 
treatment  (p.  434). 

THri  exports  of  tinctures  and  other  medicinal  spirits  in  1903 
amounted  to  123,461  ga'.s.,  represents  over  70,0JJL  of  drawback, 
and  a  very  large  volume  of  other  trade  lost  to  the  country  before 
drawback  was  granted  (p.  427). 

Speakers  have  been  busy  during  the  past  week.  We  report  no 
fewer  than  twenty-one  pharmaceutical  meetings  held  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Mr.  Carteighe  was  the  chief  provincial 
speaker.  He  discoursed  on  the  Pnarmacy  Bill  at  Brighton 
(p.  429). 

A  Meeting  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  of  the  London 
Chemists'  Association  condemned  Sir  Charles  Dilke's  Shops  Bill 
and  the  C.O.D.  system.  Mr.  Idris's  speech  at  the  annual  dinuer 
of  the  Association  is  to  be  priuted  in  pamphlet  form  for  the 
education  of  M.P.s  (Coloured  Supplement). 
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Exchange  Column — Bargains — ^ 


FORMUL/E. 

Excellent  diarrhoea-mixture,  sine  creta,  3s.  "H.,"  87  High  Street, 
Battle,  Sussex. 

OPTICAL  AND  PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

42  microscope-slides,  2s.  doz.,  6s.  lot,:  exchange  unmounted  objects ; 
approval.   Lintin,  170  Freedom  Boad,  Sheffield. 

Spectacles  and  folders.— What  offers  for  upwards  of  250  pairs,  assorted, 
in  fair  condition,  to  retail  from  5s.  6d.  ?  Call  and  see,  or  fuller  parti- 
culars will  be  sent  on  application,  May's  (Ltd.),  35  New  Broad 
Street,  London,  E.C. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

What  offers  for  Koko  ?  42  Is.  size,  18  at  2s.  6tf.,  4  at  4s.  6d.  Broad, 
Chemist,  Gloucester. 

What  offers  ?  1  doz.  4s.  6;/.,  1  doz.  2s.  9(7.,  11  doz.  Is.  \\d.  Orangeine ; 
3  gross  lil.  Cinderella  soap ;  3  gross  ~6d.  Asbestine  satety  nightlights. 
George,  Chemist,  Pentre. 

4  doz.  Bathodora,  16s.  per  doz. ;  1  doz.  Sparklet  syphons  and  12  doz. 
boxes  of  bulbs,  £6  10s,  or  1  syphon  and  12  boxes  bulbs,  12s. 
Tno.Mrsox,  17  Gordon  Street,  Glasgow. 

SHARES. 

Shares  for  sale.— See  Miscellaneous  column  (p.  157). 

Camwal  ordinary  shares ;  2  for  sale  ;  offer.  Haytox,  26  Sheet  Street, 
Windsor. 

Camwal  shares  (50  ordinary  and  50  preference) ;  what  offers  ?  146/34, 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

SHOP  FITTINGS. 

Entire  fittings  of  chemist's  shop  near  Manchester.  151/16,  Office  of  this 
Paper. 

For  sale,  cheap.—  Fixtures,  shop-rounds,  jars,  showcase,  2  carboys, 
2  specie-jars  (2  ft.,  on  mahogany  stands);  good  condition.  Apply, 

23  Culluni  Street,  E.C. 

Two  specie-jars  and  stands,  large,  as  Maw,  1459 ;  outside  circular  lamp  ; 
sponge-Case,  Maw,  2734 ;  btand,  Maw,  2729.  Apply,  Boxus, 
4a  Brondesbury  Road,  N.W. 

Two  6-gal.  pear  carboys,  cut  stoppers,  with  2  mahogany  stands,  fig.  2738, 
Maw  ;  1  stand,  fig.  2733,  condition  as  new  ;  list  price  £4  15s.  each  ; 

1  est  offer  has  them.   Ballard,  Chemists,  Faringdon. 

American  soda-fountain  for  sale,  in  excellent  condition,  complete,  with 
cbarging-apparatus,  &c,  price  £30,  can  be  viewed  in  London  (pai  t 
cash  can  remain  if  desired) ;  also  for  sale,  6-ft.  bent-glass  counter-cafe, 
shop-rounds,  perfume-cases,  desk,  scales,  pill-machine,  mortars,  &c, 
all  cheap  to  clear.  Address,  "Piienacetix  "  (151/13),  Office  of  this 
Paper. 

16  doma-oover  pink  6-lb.  show  ointment-jars,  9.|  in.  high,  gilt- labelled ; 

2  6-gal.  show-carboys,  pear  shape,  31J  in.  high,  16  in.  diameter,  cut 
stoppers ;  also  glass  top  for  window-enclosure,  32  in.  wide,  108  in. 
long,  with  iron  rod%  supports  for  same ;  and  2-in.  thick  mahogany 
stands  for  carboys,  grooved,  and  brass  rollers ;  sale  or  exchange. 
Haxktx-ox,  Uttoxeter. 

Branch  fittings,  &c— Show-stand,  as  fig.  2787,  Maw's  list,  3  shaped 
shelves,  complete,  new,  3  ft.  long ;  nest  14  stock-drawers,  mahogany 
fronted,  56  x  14§  x  8  in. ;  flat  case,  mahogany  sides,  40  x  12  x  4i  in. ; 
wedge-shape  ditto,  75  in.  long  x  7  in.  x  8  in.,  opens  in  front ;  bent-glass 
counter-case,  ebouised  frame,  26  x  14  x  6,  new,  as  fig.  2766  ;  bent-glass 
riit  o,  mahogany  frame,  26  x  loj  x  9  ;  upright  case,  all  glass  sides, 
etonised  frame,  3  glass  shelves,  19  in.  high,  16  wide,  8  deep  ;  specie- jar, 
22  in.  high,  label  "Peruvian  Bark"  (piece  out  of  edge  of  lid),  with 
pedestal;  pill-machine,  5  grain,  new;  nest  of  shop-drawers  (10  large, 

24  small),  64J  in.  long,  45  high,  11  deep;  16  N.M.,  12  W.M.  shop- 
round';,  16-oz. ;  7  dark-blue  syrups,  20-oz. ;  2  oil-rounds,  tin  caps, 
iO-oz.  ;  Squire's  "Companion,"  1899  edition;  "Veterinary  Counter- 
practice"  (1894);  "Diseases  and  Remedies,"  1898  edition;  offers 
wanted.   Thorxtox,  Chemist,  Blieuavon,  Mon. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Secondhand  dental  articles ;  send  for  list.   See  p.  152. 

Indiarubber  water-bed,  36x32;  Cow's  make;  only  once  used;  35s. 
Rayxer,  Uxbridge. 

Ophthalmic  bracket,  in  perfect  order;  2  arms,  universal  movement. 
Burrell,  Chemist,  Montrose. 

10  Potter's  malt-egg,  5s.;  14  books  College  Preceptors' prelim,  exam, 
papers,  3s.  6d.    Lee,  Chemist,  Mexboro'. 

For  disposal.— Quantity  of  various  (B.P.)  pills,  soiled,  genuine,  very  cheap ;. 
Pindar's  pill-machine,  little  used,  first-class  order,  for  half-cost,  or  offer. 
74/10,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

What  offers  ?  2J  doz.  each  6d.,  Is.  Sheba  gold-paint :  4  2-stone  bags 
Crown  cattle-spice ;  C.  <fc  D.  and  Phann.  Journal,  1903  ;  all  good  con- 
dition.  "  Chemist,"  252  Tong  Road,  Wortley,  Leeds. 


WANTED. 

Carboy,  pear-shaped,  12-gal.   Perk's,  1  Sloaue  Square,  London,  S.W. 

j  Complete  fittings  for  dental  surgery.  Wm.  Bowling,  Dimond  Street, 
Pembroke  Dock. 

Wallcase,  about  6|  ft.  Full  particulars,  sketch,  lowest  price,  Appletox, 
Walkley,  Sheffield. 

Small  pair  dispensing-scales,  in  box,  to  turn  at  J  gr.  52  High  Street, 
Brierley  Hill,  Staffs. 

Old  artificial  teeth  bought;  cash  by  return  post.  Dext,  298  Battersea 
Park  Road,  London. 

Wallcase,  11  x  9  ft.,  in  good  condition.  Full  particulars  and  price  to 
Broad,  Chemist,  Gloucester. 

Sifter  and  mixer;  Gardner's  cabinet  pattern,  size  A;  2  wanted. 
"  Manager,"  15  St.  Peter's,  Norwich. 

Secondhand  Minor  books,  recent  editions;  also  '98  B.P.  Roberts, 
12  Portland  Road,  South  Norwood,  S.E. 

Sight-testing  case,  state  contents,  price ;  also  recent  text-books. 
■  "  Opticus  "  (149/21),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

Secondhand  shopfittings  and  bottles,  &c.  State  particulars  and  lowest 
price  to  Fairburn,  Chemist,  Northallerton. 

Shopfittings,  window-enclosures  and  glass  window-shelves,  nest  shop- 
drawers,  cupboards,  &c.   Hortox,  Woburn  Sands. 

Chemist's  fittings,  comprising  range  of  drawers,  cases,  counter,  dispens- 
ing-screen, shop  rounds,  &c.  Full  particulars  to  "Chemist,"  37  High- 
bury Place,  Loudon,  N. 

"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  vol.  i.,  and  "  Art  of  Dispensing," 
6th  edition.  State  price  to  Da  vies,  c/o  Mrs.  Clement,  Cae  Babell, 
Cwmbwela,  nr.  Swansea. 

Old  copies  and  volumes  of  diem,  and  Druqg.  prior  to  1891 ;  also  Pharml. 
Journals,  Chem.  Society  Journal,  Analyst,  Jl.  Hoc.  Ch.  Industry. 
145/34,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

Microscope,  secondhand,  coarse  and  fine  adjustment,  1  eye-piece,  2  ob- 
jectives (i  and  §).  Full  particulars  and  price,  Graham,  Chemist, 
Scotswood  Road,  Neweastle-on-Tyne. 

i  "  Essentials  of  Pharmacy,"  "  Pharmacopedia,"  "  The  Art  of  Dis- 
pensing," Everitt's  "Physics,"  P.  and  K.'s  "Organic  Chemistry"; 
must  be  latest  editions.   3  Rosslyn  Terrace,  Sunderland. 

';  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  "Diseases  and  Remedies,"  "  Veterinary 
Counter -Practice,"  "Practical  Dentistry"  (8.  &  C.  D.  publishers), 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  (1904).  State  lowest  price,  "  Chemist," 
11  Baalbec  Road,  Highbury,  N. 

ADDRESSES  WANTED. 

Maker  o;  plaster-spreading  machines,  List  80.  Goodwin,  Park  Street, 
Sttckpirt. 


Printed  by  Spottiswoode  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  New-street  Square;  and  Published  at  the  Offices,  42  Cannon  Street,  in  the  City  of  London.— Mxrch  12, 1904. 
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LATEST  ADDITIONS. 

"  ELEMENTARY  DISPENSING  PRACTICE." 

By  Joseph  Ince,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.    Price  3s.  6a7.,  by  post  3s.  9(7. 

"  OPENING  A  PHARMACY." 

Specially  valuable  to  chemists  starting  in  business.  Price  2s., 
by  post  2.s.  3(7.. 

"PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS,"  Vol.  II. 

Contains  complete  and  sound  information  about  medicine- 
stamp  law  and  recipes  for  hundreds  of  saleable  speciali- 
ties.   Piice  10s.  net,  or  post-free  10s.  6(7. 

To  be  obtained  from  the  Offices  of  The  Chemist  and  Drdggist, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C ,  or  from  the  Wholesale 
and  Sundries  Houses. 


Summary 


Some  useful  dispensing  problem?  are  dijcusscl  on  p.  444. 

Tbe  latest  Army  and  Navy  Store  pr:c33  are  mentioned  on 
p.  409. 

"Bile-pills  "  is  a  dutiable  title,  the  Boirl  of  Inland  Revenue 
inform  us  (p.  434). 

Mr.  F.  P.  Sargeant  his  been  nominated  by  Leeds  as  a  member 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  Ip.  421). 

The  C.O.D.  System  is  being  vigorously  opposed  by  chemists' 
associations  throughout  England  (pp.  421-1). 

The  Prime  Minister  says  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act' 
is  under  consideration  by  the  Government  (p.  417). 

Quite  a  number  of  gentlemen  connected  with  pharmicy  'and 
the  drug-tride  have  been  appointed  County  Councillors  (p.  403). 

Dr.  jJobbin's  suggestion?  as  to  the  B.P.  method  of  determining 
melting-points  are  discussed  by  several  chemists  in  note?  on 
p.  434. 

The  Customs  Authorities  at  South imptoa  have  stopped  fch9 
importation  of  Carter's  little  liver-pills  by  others  than  the  agents 
(p.  428). 

Biographical  Notes  and  Potitbuts  of  all  the  members  of  the 
Cape  Colony  Pharmacy  Board  (President,  Mr.  A  Walsh)  are  given 
on  p.  441. 

Three  Cases  of  Injury  (two  fatal)  by  inhaling  nitric-acid 
fumes  are  given  on  pp.  414  and  442.  The  cases  happened  in  Canada 
and  Australia. 

The  Necessity  fir  economy  in  the  use  of  wood  ha?  beam 
well  demonstrated  ta  a  member  of  our  staff  by  an  Old  Kent  Retail 
firm  (p.  415). 

Mr.  J.  S.  North  is  the  new  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Cape  Colony,  whose  annual  meeting  was  held  on 
February  11  (p.  440). 

Mr.  A.  R.  Ling,  formerly  Secretary  of  tin  London  Section  of 
the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  his  got  a  handsome  present 
from  his  fellow  members  (p.  418). 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  chiefly  formal 
business  to  transact  at  the  la?t  mealing,  anl  the  proposed 
Pharmacy  Bill  is  not  yet  formulated  (p.  414). 

Mr.  George  Harwood,  M.P.  for  Boltin,  hxs  blocked  "the 
Pharmacy  Bill,  under  the  erroneous  impression  thit  it  will  inter- 
fere with  the  sale  of  patent  m9dicines  (p.  417). 

Mr.  Joseph  Devlin,  an  Irish  member,  hi?  also  blocked.it. 
We  indicate  on  p.  426  the  necv  p-iaciploj  embodied  ia  the  Bill, 
and  show  that  they  do  not  inelude  the  interference  suggested  by 
Mr.  Harwood  (p.  426). 

Our  Town  Traveller  has  toured  in  the  far  east  and  near 
west  of  the,  Metropolis  in  seirch^of  novelties,  and  ha?  brought 
together  many  interesting  tilings  described  on  p.  415. 

Some  spurious  Virginian  prune-bxrks,  by  Mr.  H.  Fianemore, 
and  a  supposed  Beil-chmiedia  bark,  by  Miss  Hooper,  were  the 
subjects  discussed  at  the  Bloomabury  evening  meeting  this  WG3k 
(p.  430). 

"Oregon  Balsam"  is  the  name  given  to  an  adulterant  of 
Canada  balsam,  which  is  male  by  dissolving  colophony  in 
turpentine.  Mr.  E.  Dj^zarJ  tells  on  p,  43d  now  is  can  he 
detected. 

Business  is  rather  quieter  this  week.    Ipecieuanha,  cassia  oil, 
and   carbolic  acid   ar<3  dearer  ;    yello.v   prus?iate   of    potash,  . 
jaborandi,  and  otto  of  rose  are  firmer;  and  quinine  and  pilocarpine 
are  lower  (p.  435). 

That  Half-sovereign  which  Messrs.  Cummings  Brothers,  T>f 
Dundee,  paid  in  respect  to  the  sale  of  a  known,  admitted,  and 
approved  remedy  in  1891  has  failed  to  respond  to  the  emetic- 
treatment  (p.  434). 

Thc;  exports  of  tinctures  and  other  medicinal  spirits  in  1903 
amounted  to  123,461  ga'.s.,  represents  over  70,0  JJ/.  of  drawback, 
and  a  very  large  volume  of  other  trade  lost  to  the  country  before 
drawback  was  granted  (p.  427). 

Speakers  have  been  busy  during  the  past  week.  We  report  no 
fewer  than  twenty-one  pharmaceutical  meetings  hell  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Mr.  Carteighe  was  the  chief  provincial- 
speaker.  He  discoursed  on  the  Pharmicy  Bill  at  Brighton, 
(p.  429). 

A  Meeting  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  of  the  London 
Chemists'  Association  condemned  Sir  Charles  Dilke's  Shops  Bill 
and  the  C.O.D.  system.  Mr.  Idris's  speech  at  the  annual  dinuer 
of  the  Association  is  to  bs  printed  in  pamphlet  form  for  the 
education  of  M.P.s  (Coloured  Supplement). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  Burnley  Town  Council  have  increased  the  salary  of 
Mr.  Raymond  Ross,  the  corporation  chemist  and  public 
analyst,  from  275?.  to  325?.  per  annum. 

The  cost  of  medicines  and  surgical  instruments  for  the 
British  Army  during  1904-5  is  put  in  the  Army  Estimates  at 
20,000?.,  being  a  reduction  of  5,000?.  on  the  previous  year. 

ff  At  Ipswich,  on  March  8,  Feargus  Russell,  warehouseman, 
employed  by  Messrs.  Grimwade,  Ridley  &  Co.,  was  fined  50s. 
and  19s.  6d.  costs  for  stealing  eight  packets  of  Daisy  powders, 
value  8s. 

To  celebrate  St.  David's  Day,  the  Welshmen  of  Swindon 
dined  together  on  March  2,  the  chairman  being  Mr.  H.  S. 
Jones,  manager  of  the  local  branch  of  Boots'  Cash  Chemists 
(Limited). 

The  postcards  provided  in  the  Library  of  the  House  of 
Commons  for  the  use  of  members  exceed  the  limits  of 
size  prescribed  by  the  P.O.,  and  receivers  of  them  have  been 
surcharged. 

The  committee  of  visitors  of  the  Portsmouth  Lunatic 
Asylum  have  decided  that,  pending  consideration  of  the 
•question  of  appointing  a  qualified  dispenser,  all  dispensing 
shall  be  done  by  the  medical  staff. 

At  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  March  3,  Joseph  Randall 
.(50)  was  sentenced  to  nine  months' hard  labour  for  obtaining 
money  by  falsely  pretending  to  be  the  advertisement- 
manager  to  Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Limited). 

The  continued  prevalence  of  influenza  in  Leeds  and  dis- 
trict (writes  a  correspondent)  is  keeping  the  local  chemists 
busy.  They  have,  indeed,  had  a  brisk  winter  as  a  result  of 
the  peculiarly  long  and  trying  character  of  the  season. 

The  business  and  formulas  of  the  late  Mr.  F.  G.  Cross, 
trading  as  Lilwall  Brothers  &  Co.,  cattle-medicine  manu- 
facturers, The  Avenue,  The  Cross,  Worcester,  have  been  sold 
by  auction  by  direction  of  the  Official  Receiver,  the  amount 
realised  beitig  48?. 

On  March  1  burglars  rifled  the  till  and  upset  the  contents 
of  the  shop  of  Messrs.  Bambrough  (Limited),  chemists, 
South  Side,  Clapham  Common.  There  was  only  some  small 
change  in  the  till,  and  the  cashbox,  containing  a  large  sum 
of  money,  was  not  discovered. 

A  dinner  to  inaugurate  the  amalgamation  of  the  various 
brewing  societies  of  the  United  Kingdom  under  the  title  of 
the  Institute  of  Brewing,  was  held  at  the  Trocadero 
Restaurant  on  March  4,  Mr.  C.  H.  Babington  in  the  chair. 
Lord  Kelvin,  Professor  Tilden,  and  other  distinguished 
scientists  were  present. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Plymouth  Mercantile  Association  held 
at  Plymouth  on  March  4,  a  resolution  was  passed  unani- 
mously urging  the  compulsory  adoption  of  the  metric  system 
of  weights  and  measures.  Pharmacy  was  represented  by 
Messrs.  J.  Barge  (President  of  the  Three  Towns  Chemists' 
Association),  F.  W.  Hunt,  R.  F.  Roper,  and  A.  D.  Breeze. 

The  Government  Inland  Revenue  Laboratory  is  to  spend 
1,050?.  ntxt  year  for  chemicals,  instruments,  stores,  and 
samples  for  analysis,  besides  295?.  for  bottles  and  boxes, 
180?.  for  carriage,  and  75?.  for  books.  7,546?.  will  be  ex 
peudod  on  salaries  for  the  staff,  this  not  including  the 
principal.  The  staff  of  chemists  at  present  numbers  eighteen. 

Pharmacy  was  well  represented  at  the  recent  Festival  of 
the  Royal  Masonic  Benevolent  Institution  by  Worshipful 
Bu  ther  Fred  Bascombe,  whose  name  stands  seventh  on  the 
list  of  London  stewards,  beiog  credited  with  the  handsome 
amount  of  220?.  10s.,  representing  donations  from  the  Great 
Northern  an.1  Galen  Lodges.  The  grand  total  subscribed 
was  nearly  23.000?. 

At  Dart  ford  on  March  2  an  application  was  made  on  behalf 
ol  me  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the  committal  of  J.  H 


B:shop,  of  West  Street,  Erith,  for  neglecting  to  pay  a  penalty 
of  5?.  for  a  breach  of  Section  16  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  (see 
C.  %  B.,  January  23,  page  108).  After  hearing  both  parties, 
Judge  Emden  adjourned  consideration  of  the  application  so 
long  as  10s.  a  month  is  paid. 

Mr.  Clarence  A.  Seyler,  public  analyst  to  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council,  reports  that  amongst  the  samples  he  analysed 
during  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1904,  were  one  of 
Liebig's  extract  of  meat,  which  he  found  to  be  free  from  the 
yeast  substitute,  and  two  samples  of  tincture  of  myrrh,  both 
of  which  were  genuine.  A  sample  of  raspberry-cordial  was 
found  to  contain  6  gr.  per  pint  of  salicylic  acid,  and  a  ginger- 
wine  was  devoid  of  alcohol  and  contained  8  gr.  of  salicylic 
acid  per  pint. 

The  further  hearing  of  the  charge  against  Mrs.  Frances 
Godley,  of  Combe  Down,  of  stealing  various  articles  from 
the  shop  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Hall,  chemist,  Combe  Down  (see 
C.  B.,  March  5,  page  373)  was  taken  on  March  5.  Dr. 
Lionel  Weatherly  having  stated  that  in  his  opinion  Mrs. 
Godley  was  mentally  deficient,  and  that  she  had  "the 
natural  animal  instinct  to  acquire  very  strongly  developed, 
without  a  corresponding  natural  reasoning  process  to  prevent 
that  acquiring  being  resisted,"  the  Magistrates  allowed  the 
case  to  be  withdrawn. 

Institute  of  Chemistry. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,  held 
on  March  1,  Mr.  David  Howard  was  re-elected  President  for 
the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  Howard,  in  his  address,  referred  to 
the  fact  that  the  fees  for  examination  of  students  registered 
before  January  1,  1904,  would  be  raised,  as  the  examinations 
are  at  present  conducted  at  a  loss.  The  scheme  of  an  ex- 
amination in  technical  chemistry  has  betn  published,  and  a 
conference  is  to  be  held  with  manufacturers  and  others  as  to 
the  cetiils. 

Announcement  is  made  that  the  next  examination  in 
biological  chemistry  is  to  be  in  October.  Particulars  of  the 
course  of  study  recommended  for  candidates  can  be  had 
from  Mr.  Richard  B.  Pilcher,  the  Registrar,  30  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C. 

Sight-testing  Diplomas. 
Colonel  T.  Davies  Sewell,  clerk  of  the  Spectacle- makers' 
Company,  informs  us  that  over  400  holders  of  the  company's 
diploma  are  ready  to  go  in  for  the  new  sight-testing 
examination.  The  syllabus  is  not  quite  ready,  but  the 
examination  is  to  be  in  April. 

Sheffield  Motes. 

Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  F.C.S.,  has  been  nominated 
again  as  a  Guardian  of  the  Sheffield  Union. 

Referring  to  the  note  on  the  collection  of  old  jars  sent  by 
Mr.  Austen  to  the  St.  Louis  Exposition,  a  Sheffield  phar- 
macist states  that  only  a  week  or  two  ago  he  had  an 
application  for  an  ounce  of  "  mithridate." 

The  arbitrator  has  allowed  Mr.  Wm.  Hy.  Woodson,  the 
proprietor  of  the  Medical  Hall  in  Baker's  Hill,  the  sum  of 
10,130?.  as  purchase-money  and  compensation  for  his 
premises  and  the  adjoining  buildings,  which  are  to  be 
compulsorily  acquired  for  the  widening  of  Flat  Street.  Mr. 
Woodson  claimed  16,000/.,  and  the  corporation's  valuation  at 
arbitration  was  7,955?. 

Chemists  as  Public  Men. 

Mr.  Robert  Ellis,  chemist,  Aberystwith,  has  been  returned 
to  Cardiganshire  County  Council. 

Mr.  Rees  Lloyd,  chemist,  Trealow,  has  been  returned  un- 
opposed as  a  member  of  the  Glamorganshire  County 
Council. 

Mr.  Evan  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  Glamorgan,  has 
been  returned  unopposed  for  New  Quay  to  Cardiganshire 
County  Council. 

Mr.  Daniel  Davison,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Cromer, 
has  been  returned  to  the  Norfolk  County  Council  for  the 
Cromer  Division  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Herbert  Frank  Cook,  chemist,  chemist,  Victoria  Road, 
Chest  3rton,  has  won  a  seat  on  the  Cambridgeshire  County 
Counc.l  for  Chesterton  North  Ward  Division. 
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Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell,  of  Holman,  Ham  &  Co.,  manufacturing 
chemists,  Exeter  and  Exmouth,  has  been  unsuccessful  in  his 
candidature  for  a  seat  on  the  Devon  County  Council. 

Mr.  P.  Wynne  Williams,  J. P.,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Dolgelly,  at  the  recent  election,  after  a  stiff  fight,  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Merionethshire  County  Council. 

Mr.  L.  B.  Ross,  F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  been 
returned  unopposed  to  the  Eist  Riding  Yorks  County 
Council,  for  the  South  Driffield  Division.  Mr.  Ross  has  also 
been  elected  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Driffield  Conservative 
Club. 

All  the  pharmaceutical  candidates  for  London  County 
Council  honours  have  been  returned,  in  each  case  at  the  top 
of  the  poll  in  their  respective  wards.  They  are  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Probyn  (Strand),  Alderman  T.  H.  W.  Idris  (St. 
Pancras,  Eist),  Mr.  R.  A.  R  >binson  (Kensington,  South), 
Mr.  C.  Goddard  Clarke  (Peckham).  Sir  J.  McDougall 
(formerly  of  McDougall  Brothers,  chemical-manufacturers, 
10  Mark  Lane,  E.C.)  was  re-eltcted  for  Poplar. 

A  Sympathetic  Mayor. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Hammersmith  Board  of 
Guardians  it  was  recommended  that  Mr.  John  Metcalfe,  of 
Fnlham,  should  be  appointed  temporary  outdoor  dispenser  at 
a  salary  of  15.?.  a  week.  The  Mayor  (Mr.  C.  Pascal!)  said  it 
did  not  seem  right  for  a  dispenser  to  be  appointed  at  15s. 
a  week,  as  the  parents  of  the  gentleman  must  have  had  to 
spend  a  large  amount  of  money  on  his  education.  It  was 
stated  in  reply  that  the-duties  would  only  take  two  hours  per 
day,  and  the  remuneration  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  as  sufficient  for  that  time.  The  Mayor 
expressed  regret  that  circumstances  made  it  impossible  for 
the  matter  to  be  referred  back  to  the  committee. 

Fires. 

A  fire  occurred  on  March  4  at  the  premises  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Waters,  chemist  and  druggist,  Parkgite,  Darlington,  damage 
estimated  at  between  40Z.  and  50L  being  done. 

The  firemen  in  the  South- Western  district  of  London  were 
engaged  all  night  in  dealing  with  a  fire  which  broke  out  on 
March  7  on  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Levy  Brothers  &  Knowles 
(Limited),  chemical-manufacturers,  at  the  Causeway,  North 
Street,  Wandsworth.    Considerable  damage  was  done. 

Shortly  before  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  March  4  a 
serious  fire  broke  out  at  35  Charlotte  Street,  Great  Eastern 
Street,  EC,  in  the  warehouse  of  Me-srs.  C.J.  Hewlett  &  Son, 
manufacturing  chemists  and  export  druggists.  As  the  result 
of  some  chemicals  exploding,  the  store-room  on  the  ground 
floor  became  ignited,  and  was  blazing  fiercely  when  the 
Shoreditch  firemen  arrived.  The  warehouse  was  saved  from 
destruction  with  difficulty,  but  much  damage  was  caused  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  building. 

An  outbreak  of  fire  occurred  on  March  9  at  the  warehouse 
of  Mr.  Fred  Sheldon,  wholesale  druggist,  Bangor  Street, 
Sheffield.  The  fire  broke  out  in  the  cellar,  where  is  stored  a 
quantity  of  oil  and  turpentine.  An  assistant  on  going  down 
noticed  some  sawdust  smouldering  on  the  floor,  and  when  he 
attempted  to  extinguish  the  outbreak  the  flames  quickly 
spread  and  shot  up  the  cellar-steps  into  the  warehouse. 
Fortunately,  the  flames  did  not  reach  the  oil  and  turpentine 
tins,  and  the  fire-brigade  promptly  subdued  them  after  half 
an  hour's  work.    The  damage  done  is  estimated  at  about  2.01. 

Chemists'  Licences. 

An  off  wine-licence  has  been  granted  to  ^Mr.  Frank  Moss, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Kingswood,  Bristol. 

An  off  wine-licence  has  been  granted  to  Mr.  l?9x  Blanch- 
ford,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  his  premises  at  3\  Hill  Rise, 
Richmond,  S.W. 

•  At  Bristol  Licensing  Sessions,  Mr.  Edmund  Carpenter,  the 
managingdirectorof  Messrs.  Hodder&Co.  (Limited),  chemists, 
Bristol,  applied  for  a  transfer  of  the  firm's  licence  from  their 
Broad  Street  headquarters  to  their  new  premises  in  Wine 
Street.  The  Magistrates  intimated  that  they  understood  the 
application  had  reference  to  medicated  wines  only,  and  it 
would  be  granted  on  that  understanding.  Mr.  Carpenter  said 
only  medicated  wines  would  be  sold. 


At  Newcastle-on-Tyne  adjourned  Brewster  Sessions  on 
March  4,  the  medicated-wice  licence  recently  granted  to  the 
Co-operative  Society  came  up  for  confirmation.  The  manager 
of  the  drug  department  was  asked  whether  he  accepted  the 
condition  of  one  of  the  store  directors  (Mr.  McKendrick  >  that 
wine  should  only  be  sold  on  the  production  of  a  doctor's  cer- 
tificate. The  manager  replied  that  he  could  not  say. 
Eventually  the  Bench  confirmed  the  licence  and  endorsed 
the  expression  of  opinion  of  Mr.  McKendrick  that  the 
medicated  wine  ought  to  be  sold  on  a  doctor's  prescription 
only. 

A  Mania  for  Medicine. 

The  chemists  of  Hastings  have  lost  a  good  customer  in  the 
person  of  Mrs.  Fanny  Prmgle,  the  widow  of  an  army  officer, 
who  had  lived  in  one  of  the  best  parts  of  St.  Leonards,  and 
upon  whom  an  inquest  was  held  on  Friday.  She  was  sixty- 
nine  years  of  age,  and  it  was  stated  at  the  inquest  that  for 
many  years  she  had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking,  on  going  to' 
bed,  nine  compound  rhubarb  pills,  and,  at  four  o'clock  each 
morning  on  being  awakened  by  an  alarum,  she  prepared' 
another  dose  of  physic,  consisting  of  four  tablespoonfuls  of 
senna,  three  teaspoonfuls  of  cascara,  and  some  powdered 
magnesia.  These  she  stirred  with  a  silver  spoon,  and  occupied 
about  an  hour  in  the  mixing  of  them.  The  medical  evidence 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  emaciated  condition  of  the  woman's 
body  was  due  entirely  to  the  excessive  use  of  purgative.",  the 
exhaustion  of  which  had  ki'led  her.  The  Coroner  observed 
that  it  was  surprising  she  had  not  killed  herself  years  ago- 

Analysts'  Beports. 

Dr.  M.  A.  Adams,  analyst  to  the  Kent  County  C  Duncil,  in 
his  last  report  to  that  body,  states  that  of  the  52 
samples  of  drugs  which  he  examined,  and  which  came  from 
all  parts  of  the  county,  only  one — liniment  of  camphor — was 
found  to  be  adulterated.  The  articles  analysed  were  :  olive 
oil,  9  samples;  cream  of  tartar,  8  ;  crushed  linseed,  6;  spirit 
of  camphor,  2  ;  spirit  of  nitrous  ether,  1 ;  glycerin,  8  ;  bees- 
wax, 2  ;  seidlitz  powders,  6  ;  citrate  of  magnesia,  1 ;  liniment 
of  camphor,  5  ;  tincture  of  iodine,  1 ;  castor  oil,  1 ;  eucalyptus 
oil,  1 ;  compound  liquorice-powder,  2— total,  52.  Of  the  727' 
samples  of  food  analysed  by  Dr.  Adams,  49,  or  6  28  per 
cent.,  were  adulterated. 

Contracts. 

Mailing  Rural  District  Council  have  accepted  the  tender 
of  Mr.  J.  Stedman,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  the  supply  of 
disinfectants  at  28/. 

Stockport  Town  Council  have  accepted  the  tender  of  Mr. 
J.  C.  Arnfield,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  for  the  supply  ofr' 
disinfectants  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Cranbook  Board  of  Guardians,  have  accepted  the- 
tender  of  Messrs.  Stonham  &  Son,  chemists  and  druggists,  of 
Maidstone,  for  the  supply  of  medical  appliances  to  the 
workhouse  for  the  ensuing  half-year. 

The  tender  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants  to  the  Finsbury 
Borough  CoudciI  has  been  secured  by  Messrs.  Adcoca^ 
Easton  &  Co.,  Charteris  Works,  Finsbury  Park,  who  quoted 
liquid  carbolic  acid  at  8^i.  per  gallon,  carbolic-powder  at 
2s.  3d.  per  cwt.,  and  sulphur  at  6^.  per  cwi. 

On  March  7,  at  the  Marylebone  Board  of  Guardians  the- 
committee  recommended  that  the  detailed  tender  of  Messrs. 
T.  Hodgkinsorj,  Prestons  &  King,  of  811  Bishopsgate  Street 
Without,  E.C,  to  supply  the  Infirmary  Schools  and  North 
and  South  Dispensaries  with  drugs  for  the  sum  of 
252Z.  18s.  2'jd.  be  accepted,  which  was  agreed  to.  The 
Board  also  accepted  the  tender  of  Messrs.  Burgoyne, 
Bubridges  &  Co  ,  12  and  16  Coleman  Street,  E  C,  to  supply 
the  Infirmary  Schools  and  the  North  and  South  Dispensaries 
with  druggist  sundries  for  the  sum  of  237/.  Is.  2d. 

Store-prices. 

The  following  alterations  in  pricas  are  noted  in  the  March 
issue  of  the  "  Army  and  Navy  Stores  Circular" : 

Camphor,  3s.  4<?.  par  lb.:  1-oz.  tablets,  id.  each,  3s.  6;?.  per  lb. : 
hop  bitterine,  4s.  2d.  par  bottle ;  Anturic  bath-salts,  3s.  id.  per 
tin  ;  cod-liver  oil,  finest  Norwegian,  Is.  2d.  -per  8-oz.  bottle,  2s.  id. 
perl6-oz.  bottle,  4s.  <\d.  p-er  32-oz.  bottle,  and  21s.  per  gal.  Jar 
(jar  Is.  extra) ;  refined  veterinary,  12s.  par  gal.  (tin  6-?.  nxtraj ; 
Davies'  "Duchess"  wrinkle  straps,  Is.  2d.  per  box;  Izil  prepara.  ' 
tions,  fluid  Xld.,  2s.  4:?.,  4s.  id.  per  bottle,  and  9s.  id.  per  gal. 
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dram  ;  powder,  lit/,  per  tin,  medical,  Is.  6d.  and  2s.  6<?.  per  bottle  ; 
tooth-powder,  Is.  per  box ;  ointment,  Is.  lid.  per  jar ;  lozenges, 
lsvl£tf.  per  box,  and  cream  Is.  lid.  per  tube  ;  Serravallo's  bark- 
and-iron  wine,  3s.  per  bott'e ;  spinthariscopes,  17s.  6(7.  each ; 
carbolacene,  ltd.  per  quart  tin,  3s.  per  gal. ;  Sanatogen,  2s.  6<?., 
0s:.6d.,  and  8s.  6<?.  per  box;  Crown  Perfumery  Company's 
"  Natural  Violets,"  2s.  and  3s.  6d.  per  bottle  ;  Legrand's  perfumes, 
"  Inspiration,"  17s.  per  bottle,  ';  Apotheose,"  14s.  per  bottle,  and 
"  Violctte,  comme  il  faut,"  13s.  3d.  per  bottle. 

Books  of  tickets  are  new  sat  pl.'el  for  Kroeger's  Light-cure 
Institnte. 

The  Card  S  Poor-law  Dispenser. 

TMr.  Bircharo,  Local  Government  Board  inspector,  held  an 
inquiry  at  Cardiff,  on  March  4,  into  the  allegations  against 
Mr.  W.  B.  Taylor,  outdoor  dispenser  to  the  local  Board  of 
Ouardians.  A  number  of  witnesses  were  examined  as  to  the  way 
in.  which  the  dispensing  was  done.  Dr.  John  Evans,  a  medical 
officer,  said  he  had  prescribed  ammoniated  citrate  of  iron  for 
a  girl  of  seventeen,  who  was  suffering  from  at  rcmia,  but  her 
mother  complained  of  its  ill-effects,  and  on  examining  the 
medicine  the  doctor  found  that  it  was  not  what  he  had 
prescribed,  but  Condy's  fluid  or  permanganate  of  potash. 
Mi-,  Harold  Lloyd,  solicitor,  who  appeared  for  Toylor, 
said  there  was  no  Condy's  fluid  at  the  dispensary,  so  that  it 
could  not  have  been  got  from  there.  Mary  Dennaby,  spoke 
to.,  the  excitability  of  Mr.  Taylor,  stat  ng  that  he  seemed 
incapable  of  looking  after  his  work,  but  whether  from  drink 
or  illness  she  did  riot  know.  George  Goudie,  the  dispensary 
porter,  said  that  when  he  went  on  duty  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning  he  sometimes  found  Mr.  Taylor  sleerjicg  in  the 
dispensary.  He  would  make  a  bed  on  chairs  or  would  lie 
oit  the  cotton-wool  used  for  dressings.  Witness  reported 
the  fact  to  Mr.  Munday,  the  stocktaker,  who  made  inquiries. 
Oh.  these  occasions  Taylor  had  the  appearance  of  one  who 
had  been  drinking  heavily. 

The  inquiry  was  continued  on  Tuesday,  when  Goudie  was 
cross-examined  at  letgth  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  with  the  object  of 
showing  that  he  sometimes  assisted  Mr.  Taylor  in  putting 
labels  on  the  bottles  and  handing  them  to  the  patients. 
Mr.  John  Munday,  chemist  and  druggist  (stocktaker  at  the 
dispensary),  who  discharged  Mr.  Taylor's  duties  during  his 
illness,  spoke  to  Mr.  Taylor  once  taking  a  mixture  of  spirit 
of  wine,  simple  syiup,  and  tincture  of  ginger.  Mr.  Taylor 
oh  that  occasion  was  excited  and  weak  and  ill,  and 
probably  needed  a  pick-me  up.  Mrs.  Taylor  denied  that 
her  husband  had  ever  slept  in  the  dispensary,  and  Mr. 
Taylor  gave  a  strenuous  denial  to  the  charges  of  drunken- 
•«ess'i  He  also  said  that  he  always  checked  the  bottles 
before  he  gave  them  to  the  patients,  and  that  no  bottle  had 
ever  left  his  hands  without  a  label.  Regarding  the  per- 
manganate of  potash,  he  could  not  have  made  that  up,  as 
alleged,  because  the  only  form  in  which  they  had  any  at  the 
dispensary  was  in  crystals  in  a  bottle.  '  He  emphatically 
denied  that  he  had  ever  slept  on  the  cotton-woo),  and  said 
all.  he  did  was  to  wipe  his  hands  occasionally  with  lint. 
What  he  took  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Munday  was  a  mixture 
-of.  spirit  of  sal  volatile  and  chloroform,  with  water, 
which  was  the  universal  thing  in  the  profession.  He  was  ill 
.at  the  time.  This  closed  the  inquiry,  and  Mr.  Bircham  will 
in  due_  ccurse  submit  his  report  to  the  Local  Gove.nment 
Board..  ' 

A  Dispenser  Unnecessary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Portsmouth  Town  Council  on  March  8, 
the  report  of  the  Asylum  Committee,  the  principal  item  ot 
which  had  reference  to  the  poisoning  of  four  inmates  by 
chloral,  was  discussed.  The  committee  reported  that  they 
had  instituted  an  inquiry  into  the  tragedy,  but  nothing 
beyond  the  facts  given  at  the  Coroner's  inquest  could  be 
obtained,  and  no  elucidation  of  how  the  dispensing  mistake 
occurred  had  taken  place.  The  Lunacy  Commissioners  had 
intimated  that  they  would  hold  an  independent  inquiry  into 
the  matter;  but  the  committee  felt  that  they  had  ample 
staff  at  the  asylum  to  do  all  the  dispecsirg  work,  and  if  the 
staff  had  done  their  duty  properly  and  kept  a  faithful  record 
of  their  deeds  the  accident  would  not  have  happened. 
Councillor  Amatt  was  of  opinion  that  a  qualified  dispenser 
should  be  appointed.  Alderman  T.  Scott  Foster  (who  is  a 
registered  chemist  and  druggist,  but  has  forsaken  the.drug- 
trade_  for  dentistry)  said  it  would  be  a  waste  of  money  to 
pay  for  a  qualified  dispenser  at  the  asylum,  there  btit  g  so 


little  dispensing  to  do.  The  senior  medical  officer  should 
be  held  responsible  for  the  dispensing,  the  making-up  of 
stock-medicines,  and  the  dealing  with  the  drugs.  In  another 
large  institution  in  the  town  there  was  a  dispenser  who  was 
unqualified,  and  there  ought  to  be  a  qualified  dispenser. 
Some  day  something  would  happen  there.  Councillor  F.  G. 
Foster  (who  is  a  chemist  and  dentist  in  business)  said 
a  dispenser  could  not  find  more  than  two  hours'  work  per 
day  at  the  asylum.  The  committee  had  decided  in  the 
past  that  the  dispensing  should  be  done  by  the  medical 
officers  and  entered  in  the  dispensing-book.  This  had  not 
been  done,  and  he  was  afraid  the  medical  staff  had  had  too 
little  to  do  and  had  been  too  lazy  to  do  it.  Councillor  Dr. 
Mul van y  agreed  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  a  dispenser. 
He  objected  strongly  to  the  stock-bottle  system  :  it  was  a 
bad,  lazy  habit,  and  the  committee  ought  to  do  away  with 
it.  Councillor  Carpenter  was  of  opinion  that  if  a  faithful 
record  bad  been  kept  it  might  have  been  possible  to  trace 
the  delinquent.  After  further  discussion  the  report  was 
adopted. 

Poor-law,  Sic,  Notes. 

Mr.  E.  Y.  Oakes  has  been  appointed  dispenser  to  the  City 
of  London  Union. 

Mr.  B.  C.  Robinson  has  been  appointed  assistant-dispenser 
to  the  West  Derby  Union. 

Dr.  C.  L.  Parkes  has  resigned  the  position  of  analyst  to 
the  metropolitan  borough  of  Chelsea. 

The  Week's  Poisoninga. 

Two  of  the  nine  deaths  from  poisoning  that  have  taken 
place  since  our  last  report  were  due  to  misadventure.  The 
only  unscheduled  poison  was  hydrochloric  acid,  and  this 
was  taken  inadvertently  by  Barnet  Jacobs,  an  East-end 
bootlas.ter,  who  drank  it  from  a  soda-water  bottle.  Four 
oxalic-acid  suicides  have  occurred.  At  Camber  well  the  acid 
was  taken  by  John  James  Hart,  a  house-painter,  by  Maud 
May  Brooks,  the  wife  of  a  shop-porter,  and  by  Rosina 
Callan,  a  machinist. — Eliza  Rowe,  the  wife  of  a  Camden 
Town  furniture-porter,  took  the  same  means  of  ending 
her  life. — The  victims  from  carbolic  acid  were  Councillor 
W.  H.  Walker,  of  Congleton,  Staffs  (who  drank  a  lotion 
containing  carbolic  acid,  by  mistake),  and  Charles  Broad, 
of  Caermarthen. — Joseph  Churton,  of  Galborne,  drank 
a  fatal  dose  of  laudanum,  and  Charles  Philip  Hemery 
(67),  died  at  Horncastle  from  morphine-poisonirjg.  At 
the  inquest  on  the  latter  it  was  stated  that  deceased 
was  a  chemist,  but  subsequently  became  a  traveller  for 
a  Nottingham  firm  of  lace-manufacturers.  He  was  found 
unconscious  in  his  room,  and  beside  him  a  bottle  containing 
a  large  quantity  of  morphine  hydrochloride.  The  label  bore 
the  address  of  a  Nottingham  chemist. 


3rieb  IRews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  tne  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

Applications  for  admission  to  the  April  examinations 
should  be  lodged  with  the  Registrar  (67  Lower  Mcunt  Street, 
Dublin)  by  11  A.M.  on  the  dates  mentioned:  Thursday, 
March  24,  for  the  Preliminary  examination ;  Monday, 
March  28,  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Assistant  examination  ; 
Tue  day,  March  29,  lor  the  Registered  Druggist  Examination  ; 
Wednesday,  March  30,  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence  ex- 
amination. 

More  Economy  Needed. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  written  to  the  Manor- 
hamilLon  Guardians  stating  that  the  cost  of  medicines,  &c.,at 
the  Lurganboy  dispensary  is  too  much  considering  the 
number  of  patients  treated.  Attention  is  called  to  the 
following  items  :  22  yards  emplastrum  belladonnnc,  20. yards 
emplastrum  calefaciens,  and  3  lbs.  potassii  iodidum,  which 
the  Board  consider  excessive.  They  request  the  medical 
officer  to  exercise  mere  economy  in  future. 
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Fire. 

At  Blackrock,  co.  Dublin,  on  March  6,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
•dwelling-honse  of  Mr.  H.  C.  Grimes,  representative  in  Ireland 
•of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited),  Liverpool. 
The  contents  of  the  bedrooms  were  destroyed. 

"Won  the  Bonus. 

Last  December  Messrs.  P.  A.  Leslie  &;  Co.,  36  Bride  Street, 
Dublin,  offered  a  bonus  of  51.  to  the  customer  who  bought 
the  most  goods  from  them  during  that  month.  The  bonus 
was  won  by  Mes-rs.  O'Neill  &  Co.,  Maghera,  who  are 
extensively  advertising  the  fact  as  showing  the  extent  of 
their  business. 

A  Dental  Company. 

An  application  was  made  last  week  in  the  H:gh  Court  of 
•Justice,  Dublin,  to  compel  the  Registrar  of  Joint-stock  Com- 
panies to  register  as  a  limited-liability  company  the  dental 
business  of  Mr.  Sidney  George  Howell,  Clonmel.  Kepeattd 
requests  to  have  such  done  had  been  made  in  the  past,  but 
the  registration  was  put  off  apparently  owing  to  some  recent 
legal  dtcisions,  which  it  was  urged  had  no  bearing  on  the 
case  in  point,  which  complied  with  the  law.  A  conditional 
order  to  register  was  made  by  the  Court. 

A  Poison  Charge. 

At  the  Armagh  Assizes,  this  week,  Jane  Ma'chett  was 
■charged  with  administering  tartar  emetic  to  her  bro  her-in- 
daw.  It  is  alleged  that  the  accused  put  poi.-on  in  a  cup  of 
tea  intended  for  her  husband,  believing  that  he  would  sit  in 
•his  usual  place  at  the  table,  but  by  some  mistake  or  accident 
the  place  intended  for  her  husband  was  filled  by  her  brother- 
in-law,  and  the  poisoned  cup  was  taken  by  him.  The  poison 
administered  was  tartar  emetic,  and,  according  to  the  Crown 
•case,  this  tirtar  emetic,  which  was  often  bought  by  farmers 
for  dosing  their  cattle,  was  purchased  by  the  husband  five  or 
sdx  weeks  before  the  occurrence. 

The  jury  wtre  on  Wednesday  unable  to  agree  on  a  verdict. 

The  New  L.G.B.  List. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  issued  their  prescribed 
list  of  medicines  for  the  coming  year.  The  list  has  been 
forwarded  to  some  Boards  of  Guardians,  and  includes  a  con- 
siderable number  of  new  items. 

The  L.G.B.,  in  sending  their  new  medicine-list  to  the 
Waterford  Board  of  Guardians,  state  that  the  list  had  been 
•carefully  revised  with  the  assistance  of  a  joint  committee  of 
the  Royal  Colleges  of  Surgeons  and  Physicians  in  Ireland, 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  they  contain  all  the  articles 
which  it  is  considered  the  medical  officer  of  a  workhouse  or 
dispensary  will  need  under  ordinary  circumstances.  Should 
a  medical  man  make  application  for  drugs  or  articles  not  on 
the  prescribed  list,  the  Guardians  should  be  satisfied  before 
supplying  them  that  none  of  the  articles  or  drugs  in  the 
prescribed  list  wdl  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  co.-t  of  extras  thus 
procured  will  have  to  be  borne  entirely  out  of  the  rates. 

Administering  Cantharides. 

At  Carrick-on-Shannon  Assizes  on  March  3,  Stephen 
Morton  was  charged  with  having  murdered  Bridget  Maher 
by  administering  to  her  a  quantity  of  cantharides  in  a  glass 
of  rum.  Mr.  Wm.  Burns,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ballinamore, 
said  the  accused  asked  him  lor  an  ounce  of  cantharides  on 
December  1.  When  making  it  up  witness  remarked  that  it 
would  cause  blisters.  Prisoner  said  he  knew  how  to  use  it. 
Witness  made  an  entry  of  the  sale,  which  was  signed 
by  the  prisoner.  In  five  minutts  the  prisoner  came  back 
and  asked  for  Spanish  fly,  and  witness  told  him  that 
cantharides  was  another  name  for  it.  It  was  stated  that 
the  prisoner  gave  the  deceased  the  rum  to  drink  containing 
the  poison,  and  the  medical  evidence  showed  that  death  was 
due  to  irritant  poisoning.  The  jury  found  the  prisoner 
guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  he  was  sentenced  to  twelve 
years'  penal  servitude. 

Mixing  Samples. 

At  the  end  of  the  month  of  January  the  Clerk  of  the 
Balrothery  Union  wrote  to  Messrs.  Boi'eau&  Boyd  (Limited), 
Castle  Street,  Dublin,  to  say  that  a  simple  of  tincture  of 


calumba  supplied  by  their  company  had  been  certified  by 
Sir  Charles  Cameron  to  contain  "  five  times  the  standard 
quantity  of  extract,"  and  to  be  "  24  per  cent,  deficient  in 
alcohol."  The  report  also  noted  that  sugar  and  a  vinous 
odour  were  present.  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  naturally  did 
not  allow  the  matter  to  rest  there,  but  obtained  the 
remainder  of  the  tincture  from  the  LInion.  This  Sir 
Charles  Cameron  found  to  be  correct,  although  the  remainder 
of  the  sample  he  had  received  for  analyses  was  found  to 
accord  with  the  first  analysis.  The  careless  use  of  a  vessel 
already  containing  sherry  is  indicated,  but  the  case  shows 
the  risks  which  medicine-contractors  run  under  the  analytical 
system  now  in  vrgue.  Sir  Charles  Cameron,  in  a  letter  to 
Messrs.  Boileau  &,  Boyd,  dated  February  12,  writes  :  "  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  thatjin  the  thirty  years  I  have  been 
supplied  with  drugs  for  my, lab jratory  from  your  firm  I  have 
never  had  cause  to  complain  of  them." 


Scotcb  Bcvp0» 


Local  aewspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


A  Side-line. 

Mr.  John  Carmichael,  chemist,  71  High  Street,  Leslie,  has 
started  an  action  against  Messrs.  Fraser  k  Elrick,  opticians 
and  photographic  dealers,  Edinburgh,  for  1001.  damages  in 
respect  to  the  cinematographic  performances  arranged  with 
them  not  havirjg,  it  is  alleged,  come  up  to  contract.  Mr. 
Carmichael  had  arranged  for  two  public  performances. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

A  city  cutler  has  a  window-display  of  quart  bottles  of 
Scotch  cod-liver  oil  at  ls.lOd.  p=r  quart  (26  oz  ). 

At  the  last  meeting  "of  the  Andersonian  Naturalists 
Society,  Mr.  T.  S.  Barrie,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  exhibited 
a  specimen  of  Sxrgassum  buccijerum. 

The  surface-grinding  of  spectacle-lenses  is  now  carried  on 
in  Gla-gowby  Mr  J.  Baud,  Mitchell  Street.  This  is  claimed 
to  mark  the  advent  of  the  industry  into  Scotland. 

Special  efforts  are  being  made  to  ensure  a  representative 
and  effective  exhibition  of  the  latest  novelties  in  photo- 
graphic apparatus,  &c,  at  the  meeting  of  the  local  Associa- 
tion on  Ma'ch  17,  when  Mr.  H.  P.  Arthur  reads  his  paper  on 
"The  Pharmacist  as  Optician." 

The  Glasgow  Optical  Society  includes  a  good  many 
chemists  among  its  members.  At  its  monthly  meeting  on 
March  7,  which  was  describ  d  as  a  "  Practical  Night,"  there 
was  a  profitable  interchange  of  experiences  and  ideas  as  to 
many  difficult  points  in  routine  work. 

Tickled. 

One  of  the  principal  grocers  in  Dundee  is  giving  up  patents 
and  perfumes,  and  has  been  off -ring  some  of  the  latter  to 
chemists,  which  rathers  tickles  some  who  have  suffered  from 
his  cut-rates. 


jfrench  IRew*. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


ritOFBSSOii  Bouchard  at,  of  the  Paris  Superior  School  of 
Pharmacy,  has  just  published  the  thirty-third  edition  of  his 
"  Magistral  Formulary." 

The  Old  Brigade.— M.  Emile  Gaudel,  ex-Vice-President 
of  the  Society  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Vosges,  who  died 
recently,  was  one  of  the  last  survivors  of  the  Superior  School 
of  Strasbourg,  where  the  older  pharmacists  of  Eastern 
France  took  their  diplomas.  He  sold  his  phaimacy  only 
last  July,  and  died  somewhat  suddenly  just  as  he  was 
looking  forward  to  a  well-earned  holiday  in  Switzerland. 

Pharmaceutical  Geography. — M.  Gustave  Planchon 
never  be<*an  his  lessons  on  materia  medica  at  the  School  ot 
Pharmacy  without  a  large  wall-map  to  indicate  the  origin  of 
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the  drugs  used  in  medicine.  M.  Perrot,  his  recently  appointed 
successor,  has  improved  on  the  idea.  He  has  had  four 
immense  maps  made  by  a  professional  expert :  (1)  Mediter- 
raneo-Caspian  region,  (2)  Indo-Chino-Malay  region,  (3)  Inter- 
tropical Africa,  (4)  America  (temperate  and  tropical).  Not 
only  is  the  origin  of  each  drug  indicated  in  red  to  distinguish 
it  from  the  black  geographical  names,  but  the  route  by 
which  it  reaches  Europe  is  also  shown. 

New  Assistant-professors. — Three  new  assistant-pro 
fessors  have  been  appointed  at  the  Paris  Superior  School  of 
Pharmacy — MM.  Guerbet  and  Delepine  (chemistry  and 
toxicology),  and  M.  Tassilly  (physical  science).  M.  Guerbet, 
it  will  be  remembered,  was  formerly  head  of  the  practical 
laboratory  classes  in  general  chemistry,  while  M.  Tassilly 
occupied  a  similar  position  in  the  physical  laboratory.  At 
the  Montpellier  Superior  School  of  Pharmacy  M.  Tarbouriech 
is  now  assistant-professor  of  chemistry  and  toxicology,  while 
M.  Girardet  has  received  an  identical  appointment  at  the 
Nancy  Schuol.  M.  Job  has  been  appointed  professor  of 
chemistry  at  the  Toulouse  Faculty  of  Sciences. 

The  Property  op  Prescriptions. — The  question  of  the 
property  of  medical  prescriptions  is  always  a  green  one  in 
France,  but  it  is  generally  agreed,  and  no  doubt  rightly  so, 
that  the  recipe  given  by  a  doctor  is,  in  principle,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  patient.  In  fact,  it  is  the  general  habit  almost 
everywhere  in  Prance  for  the  pharmacist  to  return  the  pre- 
scription with  the  medicine  when  made  up;  also,  the  terms 
of  a  decree  issued  in  1846  imply  that  it  is  obligatory  for  the 
prescription  to  be  returned  when  it  contains  an  order  for 
poisonous  substances,  but  the  pharmacist  is  obliged  to  keep 
a  written  copy  of  the  recipe  on  his  prescription-book,  which 
is  officially  controlled.  M.  Marcel  Moye,  who  is  a  doctor  of 
medicine  and  also  an  assistant-professor  at  the  Montpellier 
Law  Faculty,  has  been  lecturmg  on  the  subject,  and  he 
recommends  that  if  a  pharmacist  has  any  particular  reason 
for  wishing  to  keep  a  prescription,  he  can  offer  the  customer 
a  certified  copy  made  by  him.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
client  insists  on  having  the  original  prescription,  then  the 
latter  could  be  asked  to  certify  the  copy  retained  by  the 
pharmacist,  but  this  would  naturally  be  an  extreme  measure 
which  would  only  be  resorted  to  in  very  exceptional  cases. 

Up  to  Date. — A  brand-new  and  still  unfinished  "  modern 
style  "  shop-front  in  coloured  ceramics  attracted  my  attention 
in  the  rue  de  Bourgogne  the  other  day,  close  to  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies.  The  title  in  foot-long  letters,  "  Laboratoire.de 
Sterilisation. — Pharmacie,"  induced  me  to  enter  and  inquire, 
and  I  was  lucky  enough  to  run  across  M.  Robert,  the 
proprietor.  "  Yes,  this  is  just  an  ordinary  retail  pharmacy," 
he  explained  ;  "  in  fact,  it  has  existed  for  the  best  part  of  a 
century,  and  I  am  merely  enlarging  and  re-fitting  it ;  but  I 
make  a  speciality  of  aseptic  goods  for  surgeons."  I  noticed 
a  couple  of  girls  putting  up  sealed  "  ampoules  "  of  artificial 
serum,  and  catgut,  ether,  chlorolorm,  dressings,  and  similar 
articles  were  much  in  evidence.  "  And  the  '  sterilisation  labo- 
ratory "!"  I  asked,  "  which  is  so  conspicuously  announced." 
"That  used  to  be  here,  too,  but  as  business  has  increased  I 
have  taken  a  partner,  and  we  have  removed  the  laboratory 
to  premises  outside  Paris,  to  Bourg-la-Rtine.  But  we  keep 
a  complete  stocfc  here  to  execute  orders  at  a  moment's 
notice.  We  use  compressed  steam,  and  claim  it  is  the  only 
efficient  system."  A  request  for  a  pamphlet  on  the  subject 
led  to  the  offer  of  a  book  of  223  pages,  elegantly  got  up  on 
best  plate  paper  and  liberally  illustrated,  in  the  best  style 
(evidently  intended  for  distribution  among  the  medical 
profession),  entitled  "Asepsy  in  Surgical  Practice."  A  full 
account  of  the  subject  is  followed  by  a  30-page  price-list  of 
articles — ampoules,  ovules,  bandages,  midwifery  -  cases, 
collyres,  compresses,  cotton-wool,  and  so  on  throughout  the 
alphabet  to  vaseline:  and  aromatic  wine,  all  sterilised.  As  a 
sample  of  side-lines  for  an  up-to-date  pharmacist,  I  may 
make  a  few  quotations  : 

Radioscopy  at  patient'a  house   50f. 

Radiography, including  two  photos  up  to  18  by  24  cm....  60f. 

Radiography  at  laboratory,  XOf.,  or  with  two  photos    ...  30f. 

Two  sterilised  nail  brushes  (in  bottle)    5f. 

Distilled  water  "  autoclaved  at  125°  C,"  75c.  per  litre  (bottle 
extra).  v 

Sterilised  sponges,  from  7f.  50c.  to  27f.  the  ha'f-dozen,  according 
to  size. 


Spiders'  Webs  as  Medicine  are  still  used,  it  is  stated, 
in  some  part  of  France  as  a  remedy  against  fever.  The 
"Montpellier  Drops,"  long  considered  a  sovereign  specific 
for  apoplexy,  were  made  from  spiders'  webs.  The  curious 
paint  of  the  practice  is  that  two  Spanish  medical  men,  who- 
took  up  the  matter,  state  that  a  tincture  of  spiders'  webs 
has  good  effects  in  certain  cases  of  fever,  especially  among; 
children. 


Colonial  ant>  foreign  iRem 


New  Pharmacies  for  Moscow. — Nine  new  pharmacies 
are  proposed  to  be  opened  in  Moscow,  and  formal  permission 
has  been  granted  for  four. 

Quicksilver  in  Russia  — According  to  a  report  written 
by  Mr.  W.  A.  Abegg,  of  Warsaw,  trie  production  of  quick- 
silver by  Russian  mines  in  19D3  was  22  110  poods,  equivalen  t- 
to  332  metric  tons.    The  output  in  1902  was  416  tons. 

Russia  as  a  Market  for  Coal-tar. — The  British  Vice- 
Consul  at  Marinpol  reports  that  it  is  now  fairly  certain  that, 
in  the  near  future,  the  existing  high  Customs  duty  (21.  per 
ton)  on  coal-tar  will  be  greatly  reduced,  if  not  altogether 
abolished.  If  this  should  come  about,  Russia  may  then, 
prove  a  valuable  market  for  exports  of  British  coal-tar. 

Cyanide  Deaths. — A  domestic  tragedy,  involving  the- 
death  of  five  persons,  is  reported  irom  Eerlin.  A  retired 
lieutenant  named  Beseke,  his  wife,  his  nineteen-year-old 
daughter,  and  his  two  sons,  aged  sixteen  and  eleven  (who- 
were  cadets  at  the  Cadet  Institute  at  Bensberg)  were  found 
dead  on  March  6  at  their  residence  in  the  fashionable 
Wilhelm  Strasse.  They  had  been  poisoned.  The  unsatis- 
factory state  of  the  family's  affairs  is  given  as  the  reason  for 
the  act.  The  children  when  asleep  were  killed  by  means  of 
napkins  drenched  in  cyanide  of  potassium  placed  on  their 
faces. 

Morphine  in  the  Straits  Settlements. — The  Board 
of  Trade  have  received  a  copy  of  an  Ordinancs  dated 
July  17,  1903,  which  provides  for  the  regulation  of  the- 
importation,  sale,  and  use  of  morphine  in  the  Straits 
Settlements.  The  Ordinance  will  come  into  force  on  a  date- 
to  be  fixed  by  the  Governor-in-Council.  It  enacts,  inter  alia, 
that  "  no  person  shall  import  morphine  into  any  Settlement- 
for  the  purpose  of  landing  the  same  in  the  Colony,  except 
with  the  permission  in  writing -of  the  Colonial  Secretary  at 
Singapore  or  of  the  resident  councillor  at  Penang  or  Malacca, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  prescribed  in  such 
permission." 

Manufacturing  Perfumers'  Association. — The  annual 
meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  in  New  York  on 
February  4  and  5.  In  the  absence  of  the  President  the  chair 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Richard  A.  Hudnut  (Vice-President).  The 
report  of  the  Secretary  (Mr.  James  E.  Davis)  showed  the= 
total  mambership  of  the  Association  to  be  116.  Resolutions 
were  passed  in  favour  of  the  Luvering  Bill,  which  provides 
for  the  allowance  of  drawback  on  imported  perfumery,  and 
in  support  of  two  Bills  introduced  into  the  Legislature  by 
Mr.  Boutell  to  provide  for  "  untaxed  denaturised  alcohol." 
The  Committee  on  Importations  and  Under- valuitions  of 
Foreign  Goods  reported  that  the  imports  of  manufactured 
perfumery  and  toilet  preparations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1903,  show  a  total  increase  over  the  previous  fiscal 
year  of  $115,172,  or  16|  percent.,  the  actual  totals  being: 

Imports  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1902  ...  $708,868 
„  „  1903...  824,010 

The  complete  table  herewith  submitted  shows  that  of  this 
jotalthe  strictly  perfumery  imports  were : 

Fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1902    $142,168 

„  „  1903    510,642 

This  shows  an  increase  of  $68,474,  or  15  05  per  cent.  The- 
percentage  of  increase  in  1902  over  1901  was  20  03  per  cent. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  : 
Messrs.  H.  S.  Woodworth  (President),  Adolph  Spiehler  and 
F.  B.  Marsh  (Vice-Presidents),  James  E.  Davis  (Secretary), 
Robert  C.  Eastman  (Treasurer),  and  Theodore  Ricksecker  and 
Sturgis  Ccffin  (members  of  the  Executive  Board). 
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Birtbs, 

Dunn. — At  Oakengates,  Salop,  on  March  3,  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Dunn,  a  daughter. 

Lee. — On  February  17,  the  wife  of  J.  A.  R.  Lee, 
pharmaceutical  chem'st,  Doncaster  Road,  Mexboro'  of  a 
daughter. 

Nicholson. — On  March  2,  at  Chertsey,  Surrey,  the  wife  of 
Agnew  Nicholson,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  son. 

Pugh. — On  March  6,  at  4  Beech  Mount,  Buxton,  the  wife 
of  J.  J.  Edgar  Pugh,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  daughter. 


2>eatb0. 

BURGESS. — AtG  Market  Street,  Stourbridge,  on  February  27, 
Mr.  William  Burgess,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty-one. 

Cameron. — At  Bedford,  on  March  5,  Mr.  William  Alexander 
Cameron,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty.  Mr.  Cameron 
went  from  Carlisle  to  Bedford  some  thirty-three  years  ago, 
and  for  thirty  years  was  in  business  in  Midland  Road,  but 
transferred  his  business  after  his  illness  last  year  to  Mr. 
Arthur  Hill,  chemist  and  druggist.  Though  of  a  quiet  and 
retiring  disposition,  Mr.  Cameron  took  considerable  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  town,  and  was  an  unusually  well-informed 
man  and  a  very  intelligent  ooserver  and  conversationalist. 
Many  little  local  improvements  have  been  carried  out  on  his 
suggestion,  and  for  a  few  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council.  He  was  for  several  years  Hon.  Secretary 
to  the  Bedford  Liberal  Club,  and  he  was  also  a  Governor  of 
the  Bedford  County  Hospital,  and  frequently  attended 
the  quarterly  meetings.  He  likewise  served  some  time  as  a 
director  of  the  House  of  Industry,  and  supported  various 
athletic  clubs  and  associations.  By  the  wish  of  the  deceased 
the  body  was  cremated  at  Leicester. 

Cryer. — At  506  Holloway  Road,  on  March  4,  suddenly 
Mr.  Henry  Cryer,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  aged  lifty-seven. 
Mr.  Cryer  succeeded  in  1896  to  the  business  carried  on  for 
many  years  previously  at  the  above  address  by  Mr.  Edwin 
Applegate.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  but  of  quiet 
and  retiring  disposition.  Mr.  Cryer's  health  had  not  been 
good  for  some  time  past,  although  he  was  able  to  attend  to 
business  up  to  the  evening  prior  to  his  death,  which  resulted 
from  heart-failure.   Mr.  Cryer  leaves  a  widow,  but  no  family. 

Hackforth. — At  Glencoe  House,  Wellfield,  Leyland,  on 
March  2,  Mr.  Frederick  Hackforth,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  seventy-three.  Mr.  Hackforth  was  a  native  of  Don- 
caster,  but  early  in  life  removed  to  Rotherham.  He  served 
his  apprenticeship  in  Sheffield,  and  subsequently  went  to 
America,  being  in  Philadelphia  for  nearly  three  years. 
From  Philadelphia  he  returned  to  the  Old  Country,  and 
started  business  on  his  own  account  in  Leyland  in  the 
shop  at  26  Towngate,  where  he  was  for  over  forty-eight 
years.  Owing  to  declining  health  Mr.  Hackforth  retired  in 
October  last,  and  although  his  condition  had  not  been 
considered  serious,  he  succumbed  suddenly  angina  pectoris 
on  the  date  mentioned.  Mr.  Hackforth  was  greatly  respected 
in  the  district,  being  idolised  by  the  poor,  whom  he  was 
ever  ready  to  help.  He  was  a  member  of  the  old  Local 
Board  and  of  the  Urban  Council,  and  he  was  also  overseer 
of  the  township.  He  leaves  a  widow,  two  daughters, 
and  three  sons,  his  eldest  son  having  been  killed  in  the 
South  African  War. 

Kitchin — At  Scraghill  House,  Hensingham,  Whitehaven, 
on  Marcn  5,  Mr.  Archibald  Kitchin,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
of  Wilson  &  Kitchin,  chemists,  druggists,  and  drysalters, 
Whitehaven,  aged  fifty -nine.  Mr.  Kitchin  was  a  Fellow  of  the 
Institute  of  Chemistry  and  a  Fellow  of  the  Chemical  Society. 
Until  a  few  years  ago  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
municipal  affairs  of  Whitehaven.  He  was  a  learned  and 
valuable  supporter  of  the  Whitehaven  Scientific  Association, 
and  had  worthily  filled  the  position  of  President. 

Tice. — At  4  Dalston  Lane,  N.E  ,  on  March  2,  Mr.  Richard 
Tice,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty-nine.  Mr.  Tice  was 
born  at  Barford,  near  Norwich,  and  was  apprenticed  to 
Mr.  Rackham,  of  St.  Peter's,  Norwich.  After  serviDg  an 
old-fashioned  apprenticeship  he  came  to  London  and  was 
first  an  assistant  with  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Baker  Street,  W., 


but  eventually  went  to  Messrs.  Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis, 
then  in  business  in  Coleman  Street,  E  C.  From  London  he 
returned  to  Norwich  and  opened  a  business  in  St.  Stephen's, 
afterwards  acquiring  also  the  business  of  Mr.  Rackham,  at 
St.  Peter's,  where  he  had  served  his  apprenticeship.  Mr  Tice 
after  some  time  entered  the  employ  of  Messrs.  A.  S.  Watson 
&  Co.,  and  filled  important  positions  in  their  branches  at 
Hong  Kong,  Tientsin,  and  Shanghai.  He  remained  in  China 
for  eight  years  and  on  returning  to  England  acquired  the 
business  at  4  Dalston  Lane,  N.E  ,  which  he  carried  on  until 
his  death — about  fourteen  years.  The  funeral  took  place  at 
Highgate  Cemetery  on  March  5,  and  was  attended  by,  amongst 
others,  Messrs.  R.  B.  Betty  and  J.  C.  Pentney,  representing 
the  London  Chemists'  Association,  Mr.  Tice  being  a  member 
of  the  Committee  of  the  North  London  Branch  of  the 
Association. 


personalities, 

Mr.  J.  C.  Stead,  F.C.S.,  has  recently  commenced  practice 
as  a  tecbnical  chemist  and  chemical  engineer  at  1  Finsbury 
Circus,  E  C. 

Professor  W.  R.  Dunstan,  F.R.S.,  Director  of  the 
Imperial  Institute,  is  to  receive  the  degree  of  LL.D.  from  the 
Aberdeen  University. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Rejd  and  Mr  H.  J.  Helm  have  been  appointed 
members  of  the  International  Jury  for  the  86.  Lou's  Ex- 
hibition to  adjudicate  upon  the  exhibits  in  the  chemical  and 
allied  products  section. 

Mr.  Stewart  M.  Macleish,  as  Pre.-ident  of  the  St. 
Andrew's  Society,  Shanghai,  presided  at  the  Burns  dinner 
there  recently,  when  Sir  Charles  Dudjeon  was  the  principal 
speaker.  Mr.  Macleish  has,  we  understand,  disposed  of  his 
interest  in  Messrs.  Llewellyn  &  Co.  (Limited),  and  is  retiring 
from  business. 

Mr.  R.  Feaver  Clarke,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  is,  as 
we  have  before  mentioned,  the  secretary  of  the  Public  Hall 
Company,  of  Gravesend,  and  a  personality  of  considerable 
influence  with  the  musical  world.  Last  week  he  earned  the 
further  gratitude  of  his  townsmen  by  securiog  for  a  special 
concert  at  Gravesend  the  services  of  those  bright  particular 
stars  of  the  musical  firmament  Madame  C.ara  Butt  and 
Mr.  Kennerley  Rumford. 


Business  Changes. 


Mr.  A.  G.  Woodliffe  has  sold  his  business  at  9  Coleherne 
Terrace,  Earl's  Court,  W. 

Mr.  F.  E.  Bustard,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed 
from  66  8  Seven  Sisters  Road,  to  173  St.  Ann's  Road, 
Tottenham. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Greenwood,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
transferred  his  business  from  140  Church  Street  to  33 
Central  Drive,  Blackpool. 

The  Victoria  Drug  Stores  have  been  opened  at  85 
Amherst  Road, [Hackney,  N  E.  These  are  the  premises  recently 
vacated  by  Mr.  W.  Sharman,  chemi=t. 

Mr.  John  Graham,  chemist,  is  now  starting  business  in 
Pow  Street,  Workington,  having  secured  the  shop  occupied 
by  Mr.  R.  Adair  for  upwards  of  forty  years. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Malltnson',  chemist  and  druggist,  lately 
senior  ass'stant  with  Messrs.  Mottershead  &  Co  ,  of  Man- 
chester, has  acquired  the  business  at  112  Wilmslow  Road, 
Withington,  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Marsden. 

The  business  of  Messrs.  Jules  Lang  &  Co.,  glass-bottle  and 
show-case  manufacturers,  16  Bury  Street,  St.  Mary  Axe,  E  C, 
will  in  future  be  carried  on  under  the  style  of  Jules  Lang  & 
Son,  Mr.  Jules  Lang  having  taken  his  son  into  partnership. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Cartwright,  manufacturer  of  teething  pads, 
&c  ,  Birmingham,  died  on  February  4,  and  the  business  is 
now  carried  on  by  Mrs.  Joyce  L  Cartwright,  the  sole 
executrix,  under  the  same  name  at  75  Ford  Street,  Hockley, 
Birmingham. 

Messrs.  Butler  Brothers,  chemists,  of  5  Church 
Square,  High  Wycombe,- have  purchased -the' Old  Wheatsheaf 
Inn,  High  Street,  which  is  to  be  converted  into  an  up-to-date 
pharmacy.  The  business  at  5  Church  Square  has  been 
carried  on  for  2C0  years 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on 
Wednesday,  March  2,  at  three  o'clock.  The  Vice-Presi- 
dent (Mr.  W.  F.  Wells)  presided,  and  the  other  members  of 
Council  who  attended  were  Dr.  Walsh,  Messrs.  George  D. 
Beggs,  David  M.  Watson,  W.  Vincent  Johnston,  John  Smith 
(Treasurer),  and  George  Browne.  The  Vice-President 
announced  that  he  had  received  a  telegram  from  the 
President  (Mr.  Montgomery)  statirg  that  he  could  not 
attend  ;  and  Mr.  Baxter,  of  Coleraine,  had  written  apologising 
for  non-attendance  owing  to  public  duty  elsewhere. 

Deaths. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Lady  Emily  Hodgson  expressing 
her  thanks  for  the  vote  of  condolence  passed  by  the  Council, 
and  stating  that  Sir  Edwaid  Hodgson  always  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  Society  he  helped  to  found,  and  of  whose 
prosperity  he  was  always  pleased  to  hear. 

Mr.  P.  White,  J.P.  (Sligo),  wrote  thanking  the  Council  on 
behalf  of  himself  and  his  family  for  the  kind  resolution  of 
sympathy  in  their  sad  afrl.ction  caused  by  the  death  of 
Mrs.  White. 

A  letter  from  the  Boyal  Irish  Constabulary  informed  the 
Council  that  Thomas  McKim,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Donahane,  co.  Leitrim,  had  died ;  and  the  letter  further 
stated  that  the  deceased  had  not  sold  poisons  for  seven 
years ;  that  Dr.  Frazer  and  Mr.  Buchanan  had  looked 
through  the  stock  and  had  taken  seven  bottles,  "and  Mr. 
Buchanan  will  bury  the  remainder."  (Laughter.) 

The  Vice-President  explained  that  this  communication 
had  been  received  in  reply  to  a  question  put  by  the  Council 
a?  to  whether  the  man  was  dead  or  alive. 

Mrs.  Rice  wrote  notifying  the  dea  h  of  her  son,  Mr.  Alfred 
Rice,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Clonmel. 

Miss  M.  Taylo-,  of  Lurgan,  notified  the  death  of  Thomas 
Stephenson  Taylor,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  which  took 
p'ace  in  1896 

The  Vice-President  said  it  was  astonishing  that  the 
Council  did  not  get  notification  of  the  deaths  of  these  men 
from  the  Registrars  of  Deaths. 

Mr.  Michael  Russell,  manager  of  Mr.  Joseph  Molloy's 
hardware  house,  Thurles,  notified  the  death  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Molloy,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  stating  that  the  sale 
of  prisons  had  been  at  ones  relinquished.  He  enclosed  a 
credit-note  from  a  wholesale  house  for  the  poisons  and 
drugs  returned  on  Mr.  Molloy's  death. 

The  Vice-President  said  that  was  very  satisfactory.  The 
credit-note  of  the  Dublin  wholesale  house  showed  that  the 
articles  were  returned  into  stock  in  1901,  and  a  lot  of  them 
were  not  poisons  at  all. 

All  the  rames  mentioned  were  struck  off  the  r?gister. 

Delegate  to  Sanitary  Congress. 
Dr.  R.  Watt,  M.P.S.I.,  of  Belfast,  wrote  accepting  ap- 
pointment as  a  delegate  to  the  Sanitary  Congress  and  ex- 
pressing the  hop3  that  he  would  have  the  p'easure  of  attend- 
ing it. 

The  Society's  Calendar. 

Letters  were  read  from  the  National  Library,  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Greet  Biitain,  the  General  Medical 
Council,  tin  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  the  General 
Register  Office,  and  the  Registrar  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  copies  of  the  Society's 
Calendar. 

Sheep- dip  Sale  Question. 
The  folio  wing  letter,  dated  February  4,  1904,  was  received 
from  the  clerk  of  the  Eonis  Urban  District  Counc'l: 

Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Urban  Council  to  acknowledge  the 
recjipt  of  jour  letter  of  the  5th  ultimo,  and  to  inform  you  that 
they  see  no  sufficient  ground  to  depart  from  their  resolution  of 
December  7  last. 

The  Vice-President  said  he  did  not  think  the  Council 
need  trouble  about  this  matter  any  furthtr  as  all  present 
knew  that  several  misstatements  were  made  in  the  meeting 
of  the  Ennis  Council.    It  was  stated  that  there  was  only 


one  man  in  Ennis  qualified  to  sell  poisons,  whereas  the 
Council  wrote  to  the  Ennis  Board  stating  tbat  there  were 
four  persons  qualified  to  sell  sheep-dip  in  the  town.  The 
Society's  letter  was  published  in  one  local  paper.  The 
gentleman  referred  to  made  several  other  statements  which 
were  quite  contrary  to  fact.  He  simply  tried  to  keep  up  the 
sham  he  started  on.  His  second  misstatement  was  that 
between  Eonis  and  Kilkee  there  was  no  person  qualified  to 
sell  poisons.  Well,  if  one  went  aloDg  the  seashore  there  was 
no  qualified  person ;  but  if  one  went  as  the  railway  goes 
there  were  two  little  towns,  in  each  of  which  there  was  a 
person  qualified  to  sell  poisons.  Therefore  it  seemed  to  him 
(the  Vice-President)  to  be  useless  to  write  to  people  who 
would  make  statements  contrary  to  fact.  The  Council  had 
writt'n  to  the  Agricultural  Board  and  the  Cattle-dealers' 
Association  pointing  out  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  and  they 
need  take  no  further  notice  of  the  statements  of  this  Ennis 
gentleman. 

Amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts. 

The  Vice-President  stated  that  the  committee  of  the 
whole  Council  met  on  February  3,  when  the  question  of 
the  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  was  very  fully  con- 
sidered, and  the  meeting  then  adjourned  to  a  future  date. 

New  Members. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Beggs,  seconded  by  the  Vice- 
President,  the  following  were  elected  members  of  the 
Society :  Mr.  J.  B.  Robinson,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Duncairn  Medical  Hall,  137  Antrim  Road,  Belfast ;  Mr. 
A.  S.  Scott,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  13  Cameron  Street, 
Belfast;  and  Mr.  S.  S.  Badger,  Magherafelt. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Welsh,  Ph.C,  Lisburn,  was  proposed  for  member- 
ship by  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  seconded  by  Dr.  Walsh. 

Other  business  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Council 
aijourned. 


CanaWan  iRotee. 


Inhaling  Nitrous  Fumes. — On  February  17  a  smal3 
fire,  doing  about]  #50  damage,  occurred  at  the  premises 
of  the  Toronto  Engraving  Company,  Toronto,  Ont.  The  fire 
was  caused  by  the  exploding  of  a  bottle  of  nitric  acid.  The 
fire  was  out  in  a  few  minutes,  but  two  firemen,  who  inhaled 
the  fumes",  are  lying  dangerously  ill,  while  three  others  are 
seriously  indisposed. 

The  Paint- industry  in  Canada  is  experiencing  keen 
competition,  and  reports  from  Toronto  state  that  white-lead 
has  been  reduced  in  price  from  $4  75  per  100  lbs.  to  #4  5D: 
It  is  intimated  that  this  cut  in  price  has  been  initiated  by 
heavy  speculative  purchases  by  retailers.  Barytes  mixed 
with  machine-oil,  a  substitute  for  putty,  has  had  a  large  sale 
in  Canada,  but  consumers,  finding  the  goods  of  inferior- 
quality,  are  now  demanding  the  guaranteed  article. 

Montreal's  Stock  of  Radium,  which  early  last  month 
amounted  to  TT-  gr.,  owned  by  Professor  Rutherford,  of 
McGill  College,  has  now  been  augmented  by  Mr.  L. 
Ludeckiog  by  5  milligrams,  which  this  gentleman  brought 
with  him  from  Hamburg.  Mr.  Ludecking  states  that  the 
firm  from  whom  he  obtained  the  radium  are  only  able  to 
manufacture  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  a  year.  A  ton  of  the 
residue  of  pitchblende,  after  the  uranium  has  been  extracted; 
conta'ns  but  four  to  seven  ten-thousandths  of  a  pound  of 
radium.  As  a  glass  vessel  containing  radium  spontaneously 
charges  itself  with  electricity,  when  handling  the  phial  the 
fingers  are  slightly  paralysed  as  though  by  an  electric  shock. 

Corundum  in  Canada. — With  a  view  to  encouraging 
the  corundum-industry  of  Canada,  Mr.  Anatole  Poidron, 
Canadian  agent  in  Paris,  reports  to  the  Department  of  Trade- 
and  Commerce  that  he  has  inquired  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment respecting  the  possibility  of  placing  Canadian  corundum 
upon  the  minimum  tariff  as  crushed  emery,  dutiable  at  #8  a 
ton.  He  has  received  assurances  that  if  Canada  will  lower 
the  duty  on  some  French  products  not  now  included  in  the 
existing  treaty,  a  recommendation  will  be  made  to  Parlia- 
ment tbat  Canadian  corundum  be  admitted  at  the  French/ 
minimum  tariff. 
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©ur  ftowm  traveller. 


DURING  the  past  few  days  I  have  wandered  in  the  Far 
East,  and  I  made  a  brief  sojourn  in  the  near  West  (of 
the  metropolis),  while  between  times  I  have  negotiated  in- 
cidental calls  within  the  Measured  Mile,  and  in  each  case 
the  black  prophecies  of  the  year  that  has  gone  have  been 
belied.  For  was  not  I  told  time  and  agiio,  with  various 
■doleful  shakings  of  prophetic  heads,  that  1903  would  prove 
a  record  of  bad  trade  .'  That  it  has  proved  much  otherwise 
appears  to  have  surprised  noce  more  than  those  who  were 
looking  for  the  opposite,  and  now  it  is  conceded  on  all 
hands  that  1903  was  not  so  bad  as  the  Fates  predicted.  In 
many  instances  under  my  immediate  notice  it  was  a  record 
of  prosperity,  and,  although  the  inalienable  right  of  the 
average  Britisher  to  grumble  will  not  be  denied,  it  has 
already  had  a  cheering  effect  on  the  prospects  of  1904.  The 
business  men  whom  I  interviewed  were  all  sanguine  and 
(.more  or  less)  satisfied. 
•One  of  my  first  visits  was  to  the  new  premises  of  the 

National  Cash  Eegistee  Company, 

fit  225  and  226  Tottenham  Court  Road,  W.  This  company, 
whose  model  works  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  we  have  btforetime 
mentioned,  have  acquired  four  buildings  in  the  "furniture 
street,"  two  of  which  they  have  adapted  to  their  immediate 
use.  The  premises,  consisting  of  four  floors  and  a  basement, 
are  elegantly  fitted  in  light  oak  throughout'-,  and  the  at- 
mosphere of  spaciousness  and  light  that  has  been  evolved  is 
striking.  Beginning  at  the  basement,  I  first  inspected, 
under  the  supei  vision  of  a  painstaking  member  of  the  staff, 
the  "stores."  There  I  noted  a  huge  collection  of  the  cash 
registers  in  cases  and  crates,  as  they  are  shipped  from  the 


American  factory.  The  store  manager  assured  me  that 
there  was  ample  accommodation  there  for  800  machines, 
and  I  could  believe  it.  Ascending  (by  electric  lift)  I  walked  i 
through  the  showrooms  on  the  ground  floor,  takiDg  pirticular 
notice  of  the  profuse  lighting  and  the  green- velvet,  brass- 
bound  shelves  on  which  the  machines  are  displayed  for  the  j 
delectatu  n  of  beholders.  The  principal  showroom,  opening 
directly  from  the  street,  is  for  new  machines,  but  there  is  in 
a  separate  room  a  special  collection  of  second-hand  machines 
for  those  who  are  not  ultra-fastidious  as  regards  newness. 
Behind  the  showrooms  are  the  shipping-department  and  a 
rcom  with  desks,  chairs,  and  otter  requisites  for  the  use  cf 


the  London  agents  who  career  through  the  metropolis  in 
lordly  broughams  or  in  rakish  American  buggies.  Another 
electric  lift,  and  we  were  en  the  first  floor,  where  the  mana- 
gerial, secretarial,  and  other  offices  are  situated.  On  the 
next  floor  the  advertising-experts  hold  sway,  and  there  are 
also  a  "  Personal  letter  department "  with  a  galaxy  of  lady 
typewriters  at  work,  and  an  "  Agent's  school."  The  "  school " 
is  a  sort  of  lecture-theatre  where  the  agents  of  the  company 
undergo  a  special  training  under  the  tuition  of  a  kind  of 
professor  in  N.C.R.  lore,  each  agent  being  taught  for  six 
weeks  before  he  begins  travelling.  On  the  top  floor  are 
luncheon-rooms  for  the  office  employes,  and  the  supply  and 
repairing  establishments.  It  speaks  well  for  the  quality  of 
National  Cash  Regi=terj  when  it  is  considered  that  only 
about  a  dozen  mechanics  all  told  are  sufficient  to  cope  with 
the  repairs  required  for  the  thou-ands  of  registers  in  use.  I 
wculd  have  liked  to  give  some  fuller  particulars  of  the 
extent  of  the  premises  but  the  gentleman  to  whom  my 
guide  referred  me  for  that  purpose  did  not  "think  it  neces- 
sary to  trouble  me  with  suih  details,"  so  beyond  the  fact 
that  there  is  "21, COO  feet  of  space" — square  feet,  I  presume 
— I  am  not  able  to  furnish  any  further  statistics.  However, 
the  building  is  imposing  and  well  fitted,  and  the  ingenious 
models  always  at  work  in  the  windows  hold  the  attention  of 
the  casual  passer-by. 

On  the  third  fhor  oF  the  fine  premises  overlooking  Charter- 
house Square,  E  C  ,  where 

Francis  Newbery  &  Sons 

are  now  located,  there  is  a  good  show  of  brushes — principally 
tooth-brushes.  Th-se  are  manufactured  at  Osaka,  Japan, 
by  the  Imperial  Brush-factory,  for  whom  Messrs.  Newbery 
have  been  appointed  the  sole  agents  in  the  Britioh  Isles  and 
Colonies,  with  the  exception  of  Canada.  The  factory 
employs  about  three  thousand  Japanese  women  who  make 
the  brushes,  so  that  the  war  will  have  little  or  no  effect  on 
the  supply.  There  are  about  eight  hundred  varieties  of 
tooth-brush  on  view,  of  all  conceivable  shapes,  sizes,  qualities, 
and  prices.  There  are  white  bristles  and  brown  bristles, 
straight,  corrugated,  or  ribbed,  and  the  diversity  in  fancy 
handles  is  noteworthy.  Sjme  handles  are  stained,  and  have 
a  turned-wood  mahogany  appearance;  others  are  twisted 
into  fantastic  shapes  or  lojps ;  while  others  are  dotted  with 
jade-eyes,  feathered,  gilt-flowered,  flit  and  inlaid  with 
mother-of-pearl,  or  male  entirely  of  amber.  An  assortment; 
of  complexion-brushes  is  likewise  shown,  and  about  tw.< 
hundred  kinds  of  nail  brushes  and  hair-brushss,  all  well 
finished  and  attractive.  The  ebony  nail-brushes  are  par- 
ticularly worthy  of  notQ,  and  boxed  lines  of  ebony  hair- 
brushes are  also  likely  to  sell  well.  But  even  a  greater 
novelty  in  tooth-brushes  than  those  a'ready  mentioned  is 
"Nature's  tcoth-bru*h,"  as  used  by  the  natives  of  India.  lb 
is  a  twig:  cut  from  the  Neem-tree  (Azedaraclita  indioa),  and 
is  put  up  in  a  long  carfcDn  to  sell  at  6:1  retail.  The  bruised 
end  of  the  twig  is  chewed  until  sort,  and  the  teeth  are 
rubbed  vertically  and  horizontally  until  the  "pearly"  ap- 
pearance familiar  to  Oriental  teeth  is  secured.  After  use 
the  twig  is  rinsed  in  clean  water  and  set  on  end.  This 
quaint  "tooth-brush"  ought  to  sell,  even  as  a  curiosity  :  an 
effective  showcard  is  given  with  every  dozen  cartons.  In 
Messrs.  Newberys'  showroom  I  saw,  besides,  various  new 
lines  in  theatrical  puffs  (specially  large,  well  made,  and  of 
good  value),  and  a  large  display  of  photographic  goods. 
The  photographic  season  is  jast  beginning,  and  chemists 
who  cater  for  this  profitable  side-line  can  get  all  kinds  of 
cameras  and  photcgraphic  goods  from  Messrs.  Newbery. 
Another  novelty  from  Messrs.  Newbery 's  is  the  "John  Bull  " 
pedometer.  There  should  be  a  run  on  this  inexpensive 
article  these  days  when  walking  matches  are  the  fashion. 
There  a^e  two  varieties  of  this  pedometer — the  ten-mile 
(costing  5.(.  61.)  and  the  100  mile  (p'ice  7.<  6.1.) 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Old  Kent  Road,  a  thorough- 
fare rendered  classic  by  the  genius  of  Mr.  Albert  Chevalier, 
I  happeoed  the  other  day  on  an  expert  in  timber  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  Glover,  of 

C.  H.  Glover  &  Co.  (Limited). 

From  Ormside  Street,  Old  Kent  Road,  S.E.,  come  most  of 
the  mineral-water  boxes,  cases  &c,  used  in  the  trade,  and 
Mr.  Glover's  lorg  experience  with  trees  in  various  countries 
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makes  his  timber-talk  exceedingly  interesting.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  making  of  the  3-ply  veneer  cases  (one  of 

■which  is  illustrated)  I 
learned  many  interesting 
facts.  It  appears  that 
the  demand  for  timber  is 
increasing  so  constantly 
and  persistently  with  the 
advance  of  civilisation 
that  the  supply  of  wood 
is  becoming  a  serious 
commercial  problem.  In 
order  to  cope  with  the 
demand  the  forests  of 
the  world,  are  becoming  more  and  more  denuded,  and 
when  it  is  remembered  tiiat  it  takes  about  one  hundied 
years  to  grow  a  tree  of  fair  commercial  value,  the 
seriousness  of  the  situation  will  be  apparent.  One  way 
in  which  this  state  of  affairs  is  being  met  is  by  a  different 
method  of  cutting  the  trees.  The  old  style,  and  the  style 
still  largely  prevalent,  is  by  sawing  the  tree  into  square 
slabs,  as  shown  in  the  first  figure  of  the  second  illustration. 
By  this  method  it  will  be  seen  that  a  good  deal  of  loss  (Mr. 
Glover  put  it  at  20  per  cent ) — and  that  the  best  part  of  the 
tree — is  sustained.  To  obviate  this,  circular  cutting  with  a 
rounded  knife  has  been  adopted,  as  shown  in  the  second 


figure.  The  knife  is  inserted  in  the  outside  edge,  and  moved 
round  and  round  towards  the  centre  of  the  tree.  There  is 
thus  not  only  the  20  per  cent,  already  mentioned  of  saving, 
but  there  is,  Mr.  Glover  assured  me,  an  actual  gain  of  over 
100  per  cent,  besides.  For  whereas  in  the  old  style  the  best 
boards  were  in  the  centre,  the  pithy  portions  necessarily 
included  made  them  weakerand  more  liable  to  deterioration. 
But  with  the  circular  cutting  the  bi-st  wood  is  preserved  and 
the  pith  is  rejected— as  it  ought  to  be.  Moreover,  the 
circular  saw  involves  a  certain  loss  in  sawdust,  but  the  knife 
cuts  so  smoothly  and  cleanly  that  there  is  practically  no  waste. 
These  layers  may  be  cut  to  any  thickness  required,  but  it  has 
been  found  that  three  thin  layers  of  tcugh  wood  thus  cut, 
and  cemented  together  crosswise  of  the  grain  under 
hvdraulic  pressure,  are  practically  unbreakable.  This  is  the 
'  3-ply  veneer"  to  which  Mr.  Glover  pins  his  faith.  I 
did  my  best  to  break,  or  even  bend,  a  slab  of  "  3-ply 
veneer"  only  f  inch  thick,  but  could  make  no 
impression  upon  it.  The  special  qualities  therefore 
claimed  for  this  ingenious  combination,  in  the  making 
of  mineral-water  boxes,  crates,  and  so  forth,  are  l'ghtness, 
stability,  and  durability.  As  an  instance  of  saving  in 
carriage  ore  large  firm  of  tobacco-manufacturers  stated  that 
they  had  saved  over  3  0C0Z.  p»r  annum  in  carriage  alone  since 
they  had  adopted  the  Glover  3-ply  veneer  boxes  for  their  goods. 
Thoroughly  seasoned  wood  is,  of  course,  a  pre-requisite  in  all 
boxes  or  cases  that  are  meant  to  last,  and  this  Messrs. 
Glover  are  very  careful  about.  Moreover,  they  have  adopted 
a  method  of  » ire  binding  for  their  boxes  which  has  many 
advart  ges.  Flat  hcopiDg  is  obnoxious  to  the  constant  user 
by  reason  of  its  warping,  and  round  hooping  in  a  groove  has 
many  disadvantages,  so  Messrs.  Glover  use  a  "crescent- 
steel  "  binding  that  is  superimposed  on  the  outside  edges  of 
the  box.  The  edges  of  the  ciescent-shaped  wire  are  driven 
into  the  wood  and  then  secured  with  staples.  The  rounded 
surface  that  is  exposed  does  not  catch  or  warp,  and,  fur- 
thermore, forms  a  skid  for  the  box  to  slide  on.  Parcel-post 
boxes  in  pinewood,  planed  and  hinged,  are  another  spe- 
ciality Messrs.  Glover  find  that  chemists  are  interested  in, 


and  the  excellent  illustrated  price-lists  produced  by  the 
firm  give  full  particulars  of  the  nests  in  which  these  are 
sold.  Fruit-boxes  are  also  much  in  demand,  a  very  large 
order  having  recently  been  executed  for  a  Transvaal  firm. 
Propagaticg-trays,  seed  and  bulb  boxes,  and  packed-seed 
show-boxes  are  all  made  in  this  busy  factory. 

A  few  days  ago  I  discussed  the  merits  (and  demerits)  of 
bath-cabinets  with  the  manager  of  the 

Century  Thermal  Bath-cabinet  (Limited), 

at  the  offices  of  the  company,  203  and  205  Regent  Street,  W. 
He,  of  course,  was  preternaturally  eloquent  on  the  subject 
of  Turkish  baths  (by  cabinet),  and  adduced  various  biblical 
reasons  for  the  necessity  of  periodic  perspiration.  But  what 
I  particularly  wanted  to  know  was  whether  the  strictures 
(unwarranted,  I  admit)  of  the  Manchester  Coroner  on  bath- 
cabinets  in  general  could  by  any  means  apply  to  the  Century 
thermal  bath-cabinet,  and  whether  those  strictures  had 
affected  the  sale  of  the  company's  cabinets.  For  answer,  I 
was  shown  a  Century  bath-cabinet,  and  noted  the  ease  with 
which  the  bather  could  release  himself  (or  herself)  from  the 
cabinet,  and  I  also  observed  that  the  lamp  underneath  was 
flit-bottomed  and  not  easily  tilted,  and  that  it  was  packed 
with  asbestos.  The  spirit  is  poured  on  the  asbestos  and  is 
absorbed  ;  therefore,  supposing,  as  my  eloquent  friend  said, 
"You  kicked  the  blessed  lamp  up  to  the  ceiling,"  there  would 
be  no  danger  of  explosion,  and  little  to  fear  from  burniDg 
spirit.  The  bath-cabinet  expert  indulged  in  a  few  de- 
nunciatory periods  regarding  the  Coroner  aforementioned 
(his  heat  was  justifiable,  I  confess),  but  said  that,  although 
the  Coroner's  remarks  must  have  had  a  certain  influence  on 
the  minds  of  the  unthinking  public,  it  had  not  affected  this 
sale  of  the  Century  bath-cabinets  to  any  appreciable  extent. 

A  flying  visit  to  89  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  was  made  by 
me  the  other  day  to  inspect  some  of  the  new  goods  that 

F.  Schutze  &  Co. 

are  sending  out  to  South  Africa  with  their  representative, 
Mr.  F.  J.  Horn,  who  returns  on  March  12.  These  comprise 
a  large  and  very 
varied  assortment  of 
sponge-bags,  sponge- 
caps,  waterproof 
aprons,  bibs,  &c,  all 
of  which  are  manu- 
factured at  Messrs. 
Schutze's  own  fac- 
tory in  Southwark. 
These  articles  are 
very  nicely  finished 
and  very  attractive. 
New  shapes  are  nu- 
merous, the  latest 
being  the  "  Duchess  " 
sponge-bag  shown  in 

the  illustration.  The  "  Duchess  "  is  in  flowered  sateen,  and 
is  very  pretty ;  but  there  are  checks,  tartans,  khakis,  and 
many  other  styles  to  suit  varying  tastes.  The  Dorothy-bag 
kind  of  shape  appears,  however,  to  be  the  latest  style,  and 
it  may  be  had  pouch  shape  and  size,  with  outside  ridges  and 
elegant  tassels,  or  with  an  outside  pocket  attachment  for 
carrying  a  cake  of  soap,  tooth-powder,  or  other  toilet  com- 
modity. The  thing,  however,  which  Messrs.  Schutze  are 
most  proud  of  is  the  fact  that  they  are  able  to  produce  these 
goods  in  this  country  and  sell  them  in  Germany  to  their 
competitors  in  spite  of  hostile  tariffs.  There  are  many 
varieties  of  waterproof  toilet-cases  for  travelling.  These 
have  separate  receptacles  for  such  things  as  toilet-powder, 
tooth-brush,  tooth-powder,  soap,  comb,  hair-brush,  sponge, 
&c,  and  roll  up  into  small  bulk.  Bathing  caps  are  shown  in 
all  shapes  and  styles,  and  there  are  ear-caps  for  bath  and  natty 
bathing-dress  cases  with  gilt  rings  and  tassels.  Waterproof- 
sleeves  for  nurses,  and  nursing-aprons,  flesh-straps,  flesh- 
gloves,  and  waterproof  nail  and  tooth  brush  cases  are  also 
on  view.  The  "  Master  "  automat  suspensory  is  the  latest 
in  bandages;  and  Dr.  Levett's  hydrodot  is  a  combination 
douche,  hot-water,  cold-water,  and  ice  bag.  Moreover,  th 
tube  from  the  hydrodot  douche  may  be  fixed  on  the  reel 
provided,  the  whole  thing  packed  inside  the  bag,  and  th 
acme  of  portability  is  secured. 
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Mr.  Joseph  Devlin,  the  Nationalist  member  for  North 
Kilkenny,  also  put  down  a  notice  on  Tuesday  to  move  on 
March  21  that  the  "  Bill  be  read  this  day  six  months." 

Amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 
Replying  to  Mr.  O'Malley's  question  as  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Orange  River  Colony  company  and  firms  clause,  Mr. 
Balfour  has  said  :  The  subject  is  under  consideration  in 
connection  with  a  Bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  which  is  in  preparation. 

The  Portsmouth  Poisoning-case. 
Sir  Albert  Rollit  asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 


THUestminster  TTCUsfcom. 

{From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  text  of  Mr.  Lough's  Pharmacy  Bill  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  members.  As  was  expected,  the  Bill  is  practically 
the  same  measure  as  was  introduced  last  Session,  with  one 
important  addition.  I  refer  of  course  to  the  new  clause 
dealing  with  medical  practitioners.  The  Bill  is  backed  by 
Mr.  Henniker  Heaton,  Mr.  Wanklyn,  Mr.  Marshall  Kail,  Mr. 
Remnant,  Mr.  Ellis  Griffith,  Mr.  James  Reid,  Mr.  McCrae, 
Sir  Mancherjee  Bhownaggree,  Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr.  Tom- 
kinson,  and  Mr.  Osmond  Williams.  The  objects  of  the 
measure,  as  set  forth  in  the  preamble,  are : 

(a)  To  check  the  modern  and  growing  practice  on  the  part  of  a 
duly  qualified  person  to  open  and  carry  on  divers  shops  for  the 
sale  of  poisons,  whereby  adequate  protection  is  not  afforded  to 
the  persons  frequenting  the  same  by  providing  that  every  such 
shop  shall  be  under  the  ho n a  fide  personal  conduct  and  super- 
vision of  a  duly  qualified  person. 

(b)  To  put  an  end  to  the  abuses  at  present  attending  the 
hawking  of  poisons,  and  to  better  regulate  the  sale  of  the  same 
by  providing  that  no  poison  shall  be  sold  except  in  a  shop  which 
shall  first  have  been  duly  registered. 

(o  To  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  a  register  of  shops  where 
poisons  may  be  sold,  and  also  a  register  of  the  duly  qualified 
chemists  bond  fide  conducting  each  such  shop,  and  to  enable  the 
Registrar  from  time  to  time  to  make  corrections  in  and  additions 
to  the  same. 

[d)  To  provide  that  the  compounding  of  prescriptions  shall  be 
in  the  hands  of  persons  duly  qualified  to  sell  "poisons." 

(e)  To  require  that  companies  keeping  open  shops  for  the 
sale  of  poisons  shall  be  managed  by  duly  qualified  chemists  as 
directors. 

(/)  To  extend  to  corporate  bodies  certain  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Pharmacy  Acts  1852  and  1863  from  which  they  are  at  present 
exempt,  by  reason  of  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  the 
case  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  The  London  and  Provincial 
Supply  Association  (Limited).  Law  Reports  1830.  Appeal  Cases 
857. 

((])  To  facilitate  the  examination  of  persons  desiring  to  qualify 
as  chemists  and  druggists,  and  to  enable  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  accept  certain  certificates  of  kindred  bodies  in  lieu  of 
examination, 

The  title  of  the  Bill  is  now  changed  to  :  A  Bill  to  Provide 
for  the  further  Regulation  of  the  Sale  of  Poisons  and  the 
Compounding  of  Medical  Prescriptions  and  to  amend  the 
Pharmacy  Acts  18.32  and  1S6S'.  The  text  is  exactly  as 
printed  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  23,  i903, 
page  528,  the  new  clause  being  as  follows : 

14.  The  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  not  interfere  with  or 
abrogate  any  of  the  rights  reserved  by  Section  16  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act  1868  or  by  Section  1  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  1869.* 

Motion  for  the  Bill's  Rejection. 

Mr.  George  Harwood,  one  of  the  members  for  Bolton,  has 
given  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  the  rejection  of  the 
Pharmacy  Bill.  The  hon.  member  stated,  in  the  course  of 
an  interview  in  the  Lobby,  that  he  did  so  on  the  ground 
that  the  Bill  is  an  attempt,  such  as  is  now  being  made  all 
round,  to  make  a  close  corporation  of  the  drug-selling  trade. 
So  long  as  a  man  who  mixes  drugs  is  properly  qualified, 
surely,  he  argued,  nothing  more  is  required.  That  is  pro- 
vided for  by  the  existing  law.  Why  on  the  face  of  this 
earth  btcause  he  sells  a  box  of  Cockle's  pills  should  he  be 
compelled  to  have  a  certificate  to  pass  an  examination  in 
pharmacy  1  The  whole  thing,  he  said,  is  utterly  pre- 
posterous, and  particularly  as  the  Bill  also  requires  that  the 
directors  of  the  concern  which  sells  patent  medicines  should 
be  qualified  chemists.  There  is  no  mischief  created  by 
the  present  law  and  no  grievance.  The  Bill  is  really  aimed 
at  the  vendors  of  patent  medicines,  and  is  an  effort  to  throw 
the  trade  into  the  hands  of  the  druggists.  The  public  are 
already  sufficiently  safeguarded,  seeiDg  that  the  stamp  can 
only  be  broken  on  the  goods  passing  into  the  hands  of  the 
purchaser. 

*  The  Bill  may  be  purchased,  either  directly  or  through  any 
bookseller,  from  Eyre  &  Spottiswoode,  East  Harding  Street, 
Fleet  Street,  E.C.,  and  32  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.  ; 
Oliver  &  Boyd,  Edinburgh;  or  E.  Ponsonby,  116  Grafton 
Street,  Dublin.    Price  Ud. ;  by  post,  2d. 


ment  Board  on  Monday  to  state  what  steps  would  be 
taken  to  carry  into  effect  the  rider  of  the  jury  at  the 
inquest  held  on  February  25  upon  the  four  female  patients 
in  Portsmouth  Lunatic  Asylum  who  died  from  the  effects  of 
careless  dispensing.  He  also  asked  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  would  cause  regulations  to  be  made 
requiring  all  dispensaries  in  public  institutions  to  be  in 
charge  of  persons  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts. 
Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  the  Home  Secretary,  who  asked  per- 
mission to  answer  the  question,  said  there  are  several  difficult 
points  involved  in  this  case,  and  for  the  present  he  could 
only  say  that  he  is  in  communication  with  the  Lunacy 
Commissioners,  and  that  the  matter  will  be  thoroughly 
considered. 

Mr.  Weir  and  Vaccination. 

Mr.  Weir  has  again  returned  to  the  crusade  he  prosecuted 
with  such  vigour  last  session.  He  asked  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  on  Monday,  whether  the  proposal  to  establish  a 
station  in  Scotland  for  the  preparation  of  glycerinated  calf 
lymph  had  yet  been  considered,  and  if  so  if  he  would  state 
the  nature  of  the  decision  arrived  at.  In  reply,  he  was 
informed  that  so  long  as  the  general  arrangement  now 
existing  between  England  and  Scotland  remained  as  at 
present  there  was  no  necessity  for  adopting  the  course  sug- 
gested. 

Anti-enteric  Inoculation. 

Mr.  Eugene  Wason  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
on  Monday,  how  many  officers  and  men  who  died  in  South 
Africa  from  enteric  fever  had  been  inoculated  against  that 
disease,  and  what  was  the  purport  of  the  reports  of  the 
Medical  Army  Corps  as  to  the  success,  or  otherwise,  of  the 
process.  Mr.  Arnold-Forster  stated  in  reply  that  the 
examination  of  the  medical  records  of  the  war  had  involved 
enormous  labour  and  was  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  enable 
him  to  give  the  statistics  asked  for.  The  question  of  anti- 
enteric  inoculation,  he  added,  had  been  referred  to  a  special 
committee.  It  is  one  of  great  interest,  and  will  on  no 
account  be  neglected. 

Irish  Tobacco. 

Mr.  Havin  asked  a  question  on  the  subject  of  the 
cultivation  of  Irish  tobacco,  on  Wednesday,  and  in  reply 
drew  from  Mr.  Wyndham  the  intimation  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  arranged  for  the  cultivation  of  tobacco  on  a 
commercial  scale  in  the  county  of  Meath  during  the  present 
year. 

The  Tuberculosis  Report. 

Mr.  Walter  Long  stated  on  Tuesday,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Batty 
Langley,  that  he  understood  that  considerable  progress  has 
been  made  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Tuberculosis  with 
their  investigation,  but  that  the  necessity  for  making  the 
report  as  far  as  possible  conclusive  involved  a  very  wide 
series  of  experiments.  These  experiments  are  being 
carried  out  on  an  extensive  scale  by  the  Commission,  and  he 
was  informed  that  it  was  impossible  to  state  at  present  when 
the  report  would  be  ready  for  issue. 


Miss  Ada  Crossley,  the  well-known  prima  donna,  who  has 
been  renewing  her  acquaintance  with  her  native  Australia,  is  a 
child  of  the  bush,  and  until  she  was  fifteen  years  old  knew  no 
other  life  than  the  unrestrained  freedom  of  the  Back  Blocks. 
One  of  her  earliest  recollections  is  of  catching  leeches  in  a  pool 
and  selling  them  to  a  chemist  in  a  neighbouring  town  in  order  to 
accumulate  funds  for  admission  to  a  band  performance  at  a 
country  show !  No  money  earned  in  later  days,  Miss  Crossley  is 
wont  to  say,  brought  her  half  so  much  p'ea3ure  as  the  profits  of 
hat  leech  sile. 
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Society  of  Chemical  3noustrv\ 

LONDON  SECTION. 

A MEETING  of  this  Section  took  place  on  March  7,  at 
Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  Mr.  W.  F.  Keid  (Chair- 
man of  the  Section)  in  the  chair. 

After  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  had  b?en  read, 
the  Chairman  went  on  to  the  first  item  on  the  agenda — 
the  presentation  of  a  te-timonial  to  Mr.  A.  R.  Ling  (the  late 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Section)    Mr.  Liog,  the  Chairman 

said,  has,  from  pressure  of 
business  and  other  reasons, 
found  it  necessary  to  re- 
sign the  pisition  which  he 
had  occupied  since  1898. 
A  letter  from  Mr.  Otto 
H>-hner  was  next  read,  in 
which  a  high  testimony  to 
Mr.  Ling's  abilities  was 
given.  Mr.  Ling,  the  letter 
said,  displayed  an  utter 
disregard  of  his  personal 
interest  or  conven'ence 
when  discharging  the 
duties  of  Hon.  Secretary. 
The  Chairman  then  went 
on  to  exp'ain  that  it  was 
felt  some  tangible  proof 
of  the  appreciation  of 
the  members  should  be 
made  on  such  an  occasion, 
and  the  re  ult  had  been 
the  preparation  of  the  illuminated  address  which  was  dis- 
played to  the  meeting.  The  address,  which  was  contained 
in  a  handsome  gilt  frame,  was  simply  worded  to  record  the 
fact  that  it  was  "a  token  of  recognition  of  the  untiring 
energy  and  zeal"  with  which  Mr.  Lintr  discharged  the  duties 
of  Hon.  Secretary  during  the  years  1898-1903. 

The  Chairman  also  presented  Mr.  Ling  with  a  beautiful 
silver  tea-service  and  a  silver-mounted  cigar  case ;  the  tea- 
service  was  in  recognition  of  the  many  hours  that  Mrs.  Ling 
had  been  deprived  of  her  husband's  company  owing  to  his 
constant  attendance  at  committee-meetings.  (Loud  ap- 
p'ause.) 

Mr.  A.  R.  Ling  said  he  had  often  spoken  in  that  room,  and 
always  before  had  a  free  hand  in  criticising  the  subject 
before  the  meeting,  but  that  evening  he  felt  he  had  not  a 
free  hand,  the  Chairman's  kindness  had  comp'etely  disarmed 
him.  He  could  only  thank  the  Presentation  Committee  for 
the  exceedingly  handsome  form  in  which  they  had  thought 
fit  to  recognise  his  work.  It  was  not  without  feelings  of 
regret  that  he  gave  up  the  office  of  Hon.  Secretary,  as  the 
wo.  k  was  very  pleasant  to  him,  but  he  hoped  to  still  serve 
the  Society  in  other  capacities.  (Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  Ling 
added  he  was  sure  his  wife  would  be  quite  as  gratified  as  he 
was  at  the  handsome  present  and  the  kindly  words  that  had 
been  said.    (Applause  ) 

Cotton  and  Nitrated  Cotton. 

The  Chairman  called  on  Mr.  H.  de  Mosenthal  to  read 
bis  paper  with  the  atove  title. 

First  of  all  some  excellent  lantern-slides  showing  the 
microscopic  structure  of  a  cotton-fibre  were  shown  on  the 
screen.  These  had  been  prepared  by  Dr.  Lindsay  Johnson, 
and  exhibited  to  perfection  the  curious  twist  of  a  cotton- 
libre.  After  nitration  the  fibre  is  straight,  all  twists  having 
disappeared.  Single  fibres,  it  was  noted,  have  no  capillary 
action— that  is  only  brought,  into  play  when  several  fibres 
are  together.  Next  the  action  of  solvents  on  cotton  was 
considered.  A  concentrattd  solution  of  zinc  chloride,  with 
or  without  hydrochloric  acid,  is  not  so  satisfactory  a  solvent 
as  ammonium  cupric  oxide,  as  ia  the  former  cases  the 
so'u  ions  are  more  or  less  opale-cent.  The  action  of  the 
solvents  is  different,  as  the  zinc-chloride  solution  destroys 
the  structure  of  the  fibre,  whereas  on  adding  acetic  acid  to 
the  copper  solvent  the  cotton  is  recovered.  Turning  then  to 
so'ut,on  of  nitrated  cotton,  Mr.  de  Mosenthal  exhibited  a 
table  of  some  hundreds  of  solvents  that  have  been  proposed 
>n  pa'ent  specifications ;  but,  selecting  acetone  as  the 
universal  solvent,  calkd  attention  to  the  cu-ious  fact  that 


on  adding  an  aietone  solution  of  nitrated  cotton  to  water  a 
precipitate  of  cotton  is  obtained.  The  cotton  is  recognisable- 
under  the  microscope,  and  even  when  the  solution  is  passed 
through  a  Pasteur  filter  cotton  can  still  be  recovered.  The- 
que  tion  which  the  lecturer  asked  himself  is  "  How  does  the- 
cotton  exist  in  solution  ?  "  and  to  this  no  satisfactory  answer 
is  forthcoming. 

There  was  an  interesting  discussion,  in  the  course  of  which 
Sir  Wm.  Ramsay,  speaking  of  the  uses  of  the  Pasteur  filter 
in  the  laboratory,  said  it  is  possible  by  means  of  the  filter  tr> 
separate  from  an  aniline-dye  solution  particles  of  different 
molecular  weights.  Dr.  Lindsay  Johnson  called  attention 
to  the  presence  of  stomata  in  the  cotton-fibre,  which  was- 
beautifully  shown  in  the  photographs;  and  Dr.  Divers  saw- 
no  difficulty  in  molecules  elongating  and  pas-ing  through  a 
Pasteur  filter.  He  also  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  th  a 
acetone  solutions  were  all  more  or  less  cloudy. 


Chemical  Society 

A MEETING  of  this  Society  was  held  at  Burlington  House 
on  Thursday  evening,  March  3,  when  the  chair  was  taken 
by  the  President,  Dr.  W.  A.  Titden,  F.R  S.  After  the  reading 
of  the  minutes  and  the  final  statutory  publication  of  the  list 
of  proposed  officers,  it  was  annouaced  that  arrangements  had 
been  made  for  the  delivery  of  the  Faraday  Memorial  lecture 
by  Professor  Ostwald,  on  April  19,  in  the  theatre  of  the  Royal 
Institution.  The  title  of  the  lecture  has  not  yet  been)' 
announced,  but  it  is  understood  that  the  subjjct-matter  will 
relate  to  ionic  dissociation. 

There  was  a  considerable  number  of  papers  down  for  read- 
ing, but  few  of  the-e  were  of  pharmaceutical  interest.  The 
first  contribution  dealt  with 

The  Chemical  Dynamics  of  the  Alkyl  Iodides, 

and  was  read  by  Miss  Burke  on  behalf  of  herself  and  Dr. 
Djnnan.  The  velocities  of  interaction  of  alcoholic  solutions- 
of  the  alkyl  iodides  with  silver  nitrate  were  determined  and' 
compared  with  the  velocities  of  reaction  of  the  alkyl  haloids 
with  other  substances,  such  as  sodiun  ethoxide  and  sodio- 
aceto-acetic  ester.  The  conclusion  was  drawn  that  these 
reactions  are  not  of  the  simple  bimolecular  type,  and  that 
no  satisfactory  explanation  can  at  present  be  given  of  the- 
variations  in  velocity  observed. 

The  next  piper  was  contributed  by  Messrs.  Morrell  and 
Sellars,  and  described  a  new  method  of  separating  a-  and 
/3-crotonic  acids.  Dr.  Ruhemann  followed  these  authors 
with  a  paper  on  the  action  of  organic  bases  on  complex: 
diketones.  Dr.  Lowry  then  described,  in  conjunction  with 
Mr.  Boucher,  a  still  designed  for 

The  Preparation  op  Electrically  Pure  Water. 
In  carrying  out  experiments  on  the  electric  conductivity  of 
aqueous  solutions  of  salts  it  is  necessary  to  prepare  water 
which  is  practically  non-conducting.  Up  to  the  present 
this  has  been  a  very  tedious  operation,  necessitating  also  the 
possession  of  expensive  platinum  apparatus.  The  new  still 
consists  of  a  cylindrical  copper  boi'er,  about  4  inches  in 
diametar  and  8  inches  in  length,  fitted  internally  with  a 
serpentine  series  of  "  baffle-plates."  The  steam  finds  exit 
through  a  hard  glass  tube,  which  passes  into  a  square  copper 
box  in  which  four  hard  glass  test-tubes,  cooled  internally 
by  separate  streams  of  runnicg  water,  are  fitted.  The 
greater  portion  of  the  steam  condenses  on  the  inner  surfaces 
of  the  copper  box,  but  a  portion  also  condenses  on  the  cooled 
external  surfaces  of  the  test-tubes,  from  which  it  falls  in 
drops  on  funnels  of  hard  glass  by  which  the  condensed 
water  is  led  into  storage-bottles.  The  four  test-tubes  are 
maintained  at  different  temperatures  by  suitably  altering 
the  velocities  of  the  streams  of  water,  and  in  this  way  a 
fractionation  of  the  steam  is  secured,  the  purest  water  being 
produced  on  the  coldest  test-tube.  With  this  apparatus 
water  having  a  conductivity  of  four  "gemmhos  "  can  be  pre- 
pared. The  origin  of  the  word  "gemmho,"  it  may  be  ex- 
plained, is  due  to  Lord  Kelvin's  suggestion  that  the 
reciprocal  of  the  "ohm  "  should  be  called  ths  "mho  "  and 
Professor  Ayrton's  application  of  a  prefix  in  the  word  "  meg- 
ohm." The  last  paper,  contributed  by  Dr.  Findlay,  dealt 
with  the  freezing-point  curves  of  ammonium  thiocyanate 
'  and  its  isomeride  thiocarbamide. 
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Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  sixty-sixth  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was 
held  in  Robert  Gordon's  College  on  March  £,  Mr.  Wm.  Giles 
(President)  in  the  chair. 

Annual  Reports. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  Black)  read  his  report' 
which  said  that  the  past  year  has  shown  no  diminution 
in  activity  or  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Association.  The 
membership  is  the  largest  in  its  history,  and  the  at  tendance  at 
the  meetings  shows  a  better  average  than  formerly,  although 
both  could  yet  be  considerably  augmented.  A  concert  held 
at  the  Bonaccord  Hotel  in  February  was  very  enjoyable,  as 
also  was  a  farewell  supper  to  the  late  Secretary  in  March. 
The  annual  picnic  was  held  at  Potarch  in  July,  and  was 
well  attended.  The  weather  was  excellent  and  the  outing 
was  in  every  way  a  success.  He  suggested  the  advisability 
of  having  special  meetings  during  the  year,  when  papers 
might  be  contributed  cr  questions  of  interest  to  pharmacists 
discussed.  The  Treasurer's  report  for  the  year  1903  A  showed 
a  balance  in  hand  of  331.  13.?. 

The  Education  Committee  reported  that  the  competition 
for  the  Association's  scholarship  took  place  in  May,  at 
Robert  Gordon's  College.  As  formerly  the  papers  were  set 
and  the  practical  woik  arranged  by  Mr.  Gilbert  Simpson, 
Ph.G,  teacher  of  the  pharmacy  classes,  and  Mr.  James 
F.  Tocher,  Ph.C,  Peterhead.  The  successful  candidates 
were  Benjamin  Christie,  who  served  h  s  apprenticeship  with 
Mr.  C.  Simpson,  and  was  afterwards  an  assistint  with  Mr. 
Bruce,  and  Charles  Coutts,  apprentice  with  his  father, 
Mr.  C.  Coutts.  .  The  committee  had  under  consideration  the 
remit  given  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  with  regard  to  the 
examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  a  report  was 
prepared  by  them,  and  submitted  and  adopted  at  the 
quarterly  meeting  of  the  Association  in  December.  The 
committee  had  also  a  remit  to  revise  the  conditions  attached 
to  the  two  scholarships  given  by  the  Association.  In  view, 
however,  of  the  early  introduction  of  the  Scotch  Education 
Bill,  which  may  be  of  smh  a  nature  a?  materially  to  alter  the 
present  arrangements  for  technical  educition,  the  committee 
do  not  think  it  needful  to  go  into  any  extensive  revision  of 
the  rules  meantime,  and  would  just  recommend  that  Rule 
No.  7  be  altered  from — "  Unless  six  students  enter  for  the 
competition  in  any  one  year,  the  donors  reserve  the  power 
to  cancel  the  competition  for  that  year,''  to  "  Unless  six 
students  enter  for  the  competition,  the  donors  reserve  the 
power  to  cancel  the  examination  for  that  year.  Should  the 
examination  be  held,  and  less  than  six  candidates  be  preent, 
the  donors  may  grant  only  one  scholarship  for  that  year." 
They  are  the  more  reconciled  to  this  course  from  the  fact 
that  even  if  the  Education  Bill  does  not  offer  better  facilities 
for  carrying  on  the  classes,  a  scheme  may  possibly  be 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Association  by  the  committee 
for  having  the  classes  put  under  the  evening  school  continua- 
tion code.  Under  this  cole  a  three  years'  course  is  suggested, 
two  at  the  evening  school,  and  the  more  advanced  portion  at 
the  day  school. 

All  three  reports  were  adopted. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 
President,  Mr.  William  Giles ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  A.  L.  Bruce  ; 
Treasurer,  Mr.  James  Paterson  ;  and  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Black, 
295  Rosemount  Place,  Aberdeen. 


Blackpool  and  F>Ide  Chemists'  Association. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  this  A'sociation  was  held  at  the 
Palatine  Hotel  on  March  4.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr. 
M.  Taylor,  of  Bolton,  thanking  the  Association  for  their  vote 
of  sympathy  on  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Taylor. 

Following  the  reading  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  Association  join  the  Federation,  and  the 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  send  on  the  10s.  61.  subscription. 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  the  paper  by  Mr  Turner 
on  "  The  Relation  between  Pharmacy  and  Medicine "  was 
postponed  to  March  11. 


Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel  on  March  9,  Alder- 
man Dunn  (President)  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good 
attendance  of  members. 

The  proposed  cash-on-delivery  system  by  the  P.O.  was  con- 
sidered, Mr.  A.  H.  VVaddington  explaining  it  f  ally  and  how  it 
would  injure  local  traders.  He  urged  the  m°eting  to  pass 
a  strong  re^oluti  m  against  the  system  to  be  sent  to  the 
Postmaster-General.  The  Chairman  agreed  that  it  is 
necessary  to  deluge  the  Postmaster-General  with  petitions 
and  resolutions  on  the  subject.  It  was  unanimously  decider! 
to  send  a  protest  to  the  Postmaster- General,  and  the  Secre- 
tary and  Mr.  Waddington  were  empowered  to  deal  with  the 
actual  wording  of  the  resolution. 

The  scheme  of  co-operative  action,  which  h  s  been 
launched  by  Mr.  Maud  (Pontefract),  is  to  be  explained  to 
the  members  on  March  22  ;  the  annual  dinner  is  to  be  held 
on  April  12,  and  the  members  of  Parliament  for  Bradford 
and  Shipley  are  to  be  invited  to  be  present ;  and  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  is  to  visit  the  Association  on  April  19  and  deliver  art 
address  on  current  topics. 


Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy. 

A  special  meeting  was  held  at  the  Old  Ship  Hotel, 
Brighton,  on  March  3,  at  8  P.M.,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussing the 

New  Pharmacy  Bill, 
and  to  hear  Mr.  M.  Carteighe's  explanation  of  same.  Mr. 
Carteighe  and  the  officers  of  the  Association  were  enter- 
tained at  dinner  at  the  Hotel,  at  6.30,  by  the  President, 
Mr.  W.  H.Gibson,  F  OS.,  who  subsequently  took  the  chair  at 
the  general  meeting.  All  chemists  in  Brighton  and  the 
district  had  been  invited,  and  there  was  a  Urge  number 
present. 

The  Chairman,  on  introducing  Mr.  Carteighe,  spoke 
of  his  long  association  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and 
the  Council,  and  of  the  great  amount  of  work  he  had  done 
in  the  interest  of  the  craft.  He  was  always  ready  to  help 
the  cause,  and  he  was  sure  they  were  all  exceedingly 
obliged  to  him  for  coming  down  to  Brighton  to  speak  to 
them.  He  thought  the  new  Bill,  if  passed,  would  result  in  • 
great  benefits  to  the  trade. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  he  was  always  pleased  to  do  what  he 
could,  and  was  second  to  none  in  desire  to  benefit  his 
brethren  in  trade,  whether  in  work  or  in  assisting  the 
Benevolent  Fund.  With  rpgard  to  the  Bill,  he  said  it  differ,? 
considerably  from  the  1863  Act,  which  was  brought  about 
after  considerable  trouble  in  getting  the  co-operation  of 
chemists  and  druggists  of  the  country.  He  as  a  young  man 
bad  to  assist  in  gettirig  those  chemists  and  druggists  who 
were  not  members  of  the  Society  to  join  in  the  effort  to 
obtain  Parliamentary  powers.  However,  eventually  the  Bill 
was  got  through,  and  though  considerably  knocked  about 
in  its  passage  through  the  House,  it  was  considered  to  meet 
the  case.  But  there  was  no  provLion  for  corporations  or 
companies  carrying  on  business,  or  for  b  anch  shops.  The 
Bill  was  really  only  intended  for  "  one-pharmacy  "  chemists; 
it  wa-  never  contemplated  at  that  time  that  large  corpora- 
tions would  be  the  normal  condition  in  the  future. 

The  new  Bill  requires  that  the  proprietor  of  a  shop  kept 
open  for  sale  of.  &c,  shall  be  duly  qualified  and  registereel 
for  that  particular  shop,  which  shall  also  be  registered;  if. 
there  be  any  branch  shops,  the  manager  or  person  in  charge 
shall  also  be  qualified,  and  shall  be  registered  with  the  par- 
ticular branch.  If  a  registered  proprietor  or  manager  gives 
up  the  charge  of  one  shop  and  moves  to  another,  notice  of 
such  movement  must  be  sent  to  the  Registrar.  This  will 
prevent  what  is  called  covering— i.e.,  a  qualified  person 
going  round  to  several  branches  during  the  day,  and  his 
name  being  used  at  eich  as  the  qualiiied  person  in  charge. 
Also,  to  prevent  the  growing  tendency  of  the  sale  of  domestic 
remedies  containing  poison  by  hucksters  in  the  streets,  it  is 
pr<  viderl  that  no  place  can  be  registered  fchit  is  not  assessed 
for  poor-rate.  He  did  not  wish,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  to  say 
anythirg  at  the  present  time  about  Clause  7 — the  directors 
clmse.  The  Bill  will  make  owners  responsible  for  servants. 
He  mentioned  that  it  has  been  painful  to  have  to  prosecute 
i -responsible  servants  for  committing  ac's  contrary  to  the 
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law,  when  it  has  been  evident  that  the  owners  were  morally 
the  offenders.  At  present  the  law  is  so  vague  that  if  a 
qualified  person  is  kept  to  "sell"  poisons  the  owner  is  secure 
against  the  operations  of  that  law. 

He  spoke  very  strongly  and  folly  on  the  educational  clause. 
He  co  sidered  that  it  was  only  right  that  every  candidate  for 
examination  should  be  required  to  give  evidence  and  proof 
of  at  least  three  years'  thorough  practical  training.  As  an 
examiner  who  has  bad  more  candidates  before  him  than 
probably  any  man  living,  he  spoke  from  experience,  saying 
it  is  evident  that  a  great  many  who  come  up  for 
examination  have  not  had  anything  like  a  proper 
practical  training.  At  present  a  certificate  by  a 
chemist  and  druggist  that  a  candidate  has  served  three 
years  with  him  is  sufficient  to  entitle  the  candidate  to  enter 
for  examination,  and  such  a  certificate  might  be  given  per- 
fectly honestly,  but  without  the  candidate  having  had 
sufficient  training.  Education,  he  maintained,  should  be 
considered  more  important  than  examination.  If  the  edu- 
cation has  been  properly  mastered  and  the  candidate  comes 
up  for  examination  with  evidence  of  his  training,  the  ex- 
amination would  be  an  easy  matter.  The  examiners  would 
have  le-s  trouble,  and  the  examination  would  lose  its 
terror  for  the  candidates.  Speaking  on  Clause  11  and  re- 
ferring lightly  to  No.  7,  he  said  it  is  an  open  question 
whether,  unless  they  can  get  the  director  -  qualification, 
it  will  be  worth  while  going  to  Parliament  at  all.  He 
urged  every  chemist  to  do  what  he  can  to  influence  M  P.'s  to 
take  an  interest  in  and  understand  the  Bill.  He  thought 
that  they  understood  very  little  the  real  position  of  the 
matter,  and  he  wanted  all  chemists  to  do  their  best  to 
bring  the  facts  home  to  them,  and  ask  for  their  considera- 
tion and  interest  when  the  Bill  comes  before  the  House.  If 
chemists  do  not  make  their  views  known  with  as 
much  pertinacity  as  the  grocers  and  others  do,  the  result 
cannot  be  expected  to  be  satisfactory.  Letters  from  local 
organisations  should  be  sent  to  the  district  members  of 
Parliament,  but  with  judgment.  There  is  a  disposition  to 
run  a  little  too  violently.  If  we  are  to  have  a  campaign, 
there  can  be  only  one  "army  board,"  and  care  must  be  taken 
that  Associations  do  not,  by  want  of  forethought  and 
j^gment,  move  until  the  right  time  and  in  the  right 
.manner,  and  so  spoil  the  final  effort. 

Little  Heckling,  much  Thanks. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Savage,  Mr.  Carteighe  said  he  did  not 
anticipate  a  serious  fight  until  after  Easter. 

Mr.  Savage  suggested  that  a  general  circular  letter  be 
sent  from  all  towns  to  M.P.'s. 

Mr.  Carteighe  thought  that  if  each  town  sent  its  own  letter 
it  would  carry  more  weight,  and  the  letters  should  be  sent 
direct  to  the  member,  and  be  made  as  individual  as  possible. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Councillor  Yates  as  to  how  the  public 
are  to  know  who  is  the  registered  person  in  charge  of  a  shop, 
Mr.  Carteighe  explained  that  the  name  must  be  shown  in 
a  prominent  place. 

Mr.  W  W.  Savage  proposed,  and  Mr.  Yates  seconded,  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Carteighe,  and  Mr.  Gibson,  in  putting 
the  vote,  referred  to  him  as  the  Attorney-General  of  the 
pharmaceutical  Society.  The  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
with  musical  honours. 

Mr.  Carteighe  returned  thanks  and  expressed  his 
-indebtedness  for  the  cordiality  shown  to  him.  He  was 
delighted  to  see  such  a  goodly  number  present.  He  knew  the 
difficulty  of  getting  chemists  together  and  of  their  inability 
•to  leave  their  businesses,  but  thought  it  well  for  them  to  gf t 
about  a  bit.  He  forgot  to  say  before  that  the  Bill  is  now 
introduced  into  the  House  with  a  lot  of  excellent  backers, 
and  members  can  now  be  approached.  He  expressed  regret 
that  the  President,  owing  to  his  recent  indisposition,  was 
not  able  to  come  down,  but  he  (Mr.  Carteighe)  was  only  too 
happy  to  step  into  the  breach  and  do  his  best  for  them. 

Mr  Padwick  proposed  a  vote  of  hearty  congratulation  to 
the  President  on  his  recovery  ;  Mr.  Beck  (of  Burgess  Hill) 
seconded,  and  it  was  passed  unanimously. 

Mr.  Savage  said  he  would  be  glad  to  have  names  of  any 
chemists  who  proposed  to  join  the  party  going  to  the  Con- 
ference at  Sheffield  this  year,  and  also  appealed  for  assist- 
ance and  subscriptions  for  the  visit  to  Brighton  next  year. 
He  also  asked  for' suggestions  with  regard  to  the  pro- 


gramme for  the  Brighton  Conference  from  any  of  the 
country  chemists. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson  made  a  further  appeal  on  behalf  of  the 
Benevolent  Fund,  and  hoped  any  that  had  not  subscribed 
would  do  so  before  the  end  of  this  month,  as  there  is  a  big 
sum  to  make  up. 

The  business  part  of  the  meeting  now  terminated,  and  the 
Chairman  (Mr.  Gibson)  invited  all  present  to  stay  and  have 
a  social  chat.  He  said  there  were  late  trains  for  their 
country  confr&res,  and  he  had  obtained  leave  for  extension 
of  time  at  the  hotel,  and  so  the  meeting  resolved  itself  into 
a  social  gathering. 


Chemists'   Assistants'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  above  Association  was  held  at  73  Berners 
Street,  W.,  on  March  3,  Mr.  A.  B.  Britton  (the  President)  in 
the  chair.  Mr.  W.  G.  Vincent  g«e  a  lantern-lecture,  the 
subject  being  "  Birds'  Nests  and  Flowers,  and  how  to  Colour 
Lantern-slides."  Dealing  with  the  former  part  of  his  subject, 
Mr.  Vincent  gave  an  amusing  description  of  his  early 
attempts  to  photograph  bird-life.  The  essentials,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  good  knowledge  of  photography,  appear  to  be  an 
unwearied  store  of  patience  and  love  of  natural  history  for 
its  own  sake.  The  pictures  shown  by  Mr,  Vincent  were  a 
striking  testimony  not  only  to  his  prowess  as  a  photographer, 
but  to  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  our  feathered 
friends. 

Colouring  Lantern-slides. 

Under  this  head  Mr.  Vincent  said  that  in  the  case  of  floral 
subjects  the  essentials  are :  (1)  The  flowers  must  be  as 
fresh  as  possible  and  arranged  in  natural  positions.  (2) 
There  must  be  no  movement  during  exposure.  (3)  A  full 
exposure  must  be  given ;  the  pyro-soda  developer  will  be 
found  to  give  a  plucky  negative  with  plenty  of  detail. 
(4)  Chromatic  plates  must  be  used,  and  subjects  in  which 
red  and  yellow  predominate  should  be  over-exposed,  whilst 
blue  and  violet  colours  must  be  under-exposed.  This  will 
permit  the  yellow  screen  to  be  dispensed  with.  (5)  Contrary 
to  all  general  rules  a  white  background  may  almost  inva- 
riably be  used.  In  colouring  the  slides  the  necessary 
materials  are  a  retouching-desk  or  a  substitute,  such  as  a 
converted  printing-frame,  a  few  fine  sable  brushes,  and  the 
various  aniline  dyes  in  solution — green,  blue-green,  yellow, 
magenta,  brown,  blue,  and  violet.  A  piece  of  opal  glass  may 
be  used  to  reflect  light  from  beneath  the  slide,  and  the 
colours  are  carefully  applied  in  a  very  weak  solution.  It  is 
far  easier  to  apply  several  washes  of  colour  than  to  remove 
any  surplus  solution.  Whilst  any  shade  of  green  may  be 
produced  by  mixing  small  quantities  of  green  and  yellow,  or 
blue  green  and  green,  with  water  upon  an  opal  plate,  with 
some  of  the  colours  it  will  be  found  easier  to  apply  alternate 
washes  of  two  colours.  The  whole  process  is  very  simple, 
and  a  little  practice  soon  produces  successful  results. 

Mr.  Vincent  showed  on  the  screen  some  excellent  coloured 
slides  produced  by  this  method. 


Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  committee  of  this  Society  met  on  March  1  in  the 
Rooms,  Royal  Avenue,  Belfast,  Mr.  W.  Doig  (Vice-President) 
in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  S.  Gibson  (Hon. 
Tieasurer),  J.  D.  Carse,  S.  Suffern,  J.  M.  Conkey,  W.  G.  Busby, 
S  M.  Dowell,  and  W.  G.  Rankin  (Hon.  Secretary).  The 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  approved,  the 
various  committees  for  1904  were  appointed.  A  discussion 
then  took  place  on  the  question  of  an  amendment  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  and  was  referred  to  the  Law  Committee. 


Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Monday,  March  7,  Mr.  R. 
Gledhill  (President)  in  the  chair.  Mr.  G.  Walker  (Secre- 
tary) submitted  the 

Sixth  Annual  Report, 

in  which  reference  was  made  to  the  principal  matters  dis- 
cussed during  the  year.    The  meetings  had  been  better 
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attended  than  previously.  The  membership  remained  the 
same — namely,  twenty.  The  co-operative-buying  scheme  is 
working  well.  Disappointment  had  been  expressed  that  so 
far  the  West  Riding  Federation  had  not  done  as  much 
work  as  was  expected. 

Mr.  G.  N.  Gutteridge  (Treasurer)  reported  the  year's 
receipts  to  be  8L  10s.  l^d.,  and  the  balance  in  hand  was 
5s.  9d.,  against  l\d.  last  year.  The  reports  were  adopted, 
both  being  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

Office-bearers. 

Mr.  J.  Rhodes  was  elected  President,  Messrs.  J.  Day  and 
R.  Broadhead  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  Walker  Secretary,  and 
Mr.  Gutteridge  Treasurer. 

All  the  officers  were  thanked  for  their  services  during  the 
past  year,  and  on  behalf  of  the  members  Mr.  Gledhill  pre- 
sented to  Mr.  Walker  a  gold-mounted  ebony  walking- 
stick  as  a  mark  of  their  esteem  and  appreciation  of  his 
services  as  Secretary  during  the  past  three  years.  Several 
members  spoke  highly  of  Mr.  Walker's  services ;  and  the 
latter  cordially  thanked  the  members  for  their  gift. 

The  Other  Business 

included  a  communication  from  Mr.  Watson- Will  (Federa- 
tion Secretary)  re  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  [No  action  was 
taken.]  Mr.  Broadhead  was  appointed  delegate  to  the 
Bradford  Association's  annual  dinner,  and  Mr.  Barker  t )  the 
dinner  of  the  Wakefield  Association.  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  of 
Chickenley,  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  Association.  Mr. 
W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  wrote  re  co-operative  buying  of  P.A.T.A. 
articles.  [Surprise  was  expressed  at  the  receipt  of  the 
letter,  and  it  was  decided  to  postpone  the  discussion  until 
next  meeting  ] 

Mr.  J.  Day  introduced  the  question  of  stores  paying 
dividends,  and  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

The  Dewsbury  and  District  Chemists'  Association  desires  to 
call  the  attention  of  patent-medicine  proprietors  to  the  unfair 
practice  carried  on  by  co-operative  stores  in  regard  to  allowing 
dividends,  in  some  cases  of  15  per  cent.,  off  patents  on  the 
protected  lists.  The  Association  is  of  opinion  that  these  stores 
should  be  compelled  to  sell  these  articles  at  net  prices,  and,  in  the 
event  of  their  refusal,  that  supplies  should  be  cut  off  by  the  pro- 
prietor. 

Mr.  S.  N.  Pickard,  as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
P.A.T.A.,  said  the  matter  is  being  considered,  and  he 
suggested  that  the  resolution  should  not  be  passed  at  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Broadhead,  however,  seconded  the 
motion,  stating  that  he  thought  they  ought  to  have  ex- 
pressed such  an  opinion  long  ago.  Other  members  supported, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  156  King  Street,  on  Thursday, 
March  3,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  Shearman  in  the  chair.  The  com- 
mittee reported  that  they  had  completed  arrangements  for 
the  annual  dinner,  which  will  be  held  at  the  Star  Hotel,  on 
Thursday  of  this  week.  A  communication  from  the  P.A.T.A. 
was  left  to  be  dealt  with  at  the  next  meeting. 


Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  Walshaw 
presiding,  and  there  being  present  Messrs.  Jackson,  Akam, 
Spurr,  Hadfield,  Shaw,  Calvert,  Prance,  Johnson,  Broadbent, 
and  Wood  (Hon.  Secretary).  Mr.  Broadhead,  of  the  Dews- 
bury  Association,  was  also  present. 

The  business  of  general  interest  done  included  a  short 
discussion  on  the  P.A.T.A.  Council's  resolution  re  co-operative 
buying,  with  which  several  speakers  sympathised  ;  but  the 
Association  has  no  buying  committee,  and  it  was  decided  to 
tell  the  P.A.T.A.  so. 

Consequent  on  the  Federation's  letter  re  the  Pharmacy 
Bill,  it  was  agreed  to  write  formally  to  Mr.  J.  Woodhouse, 
M.P.  ;  and  it  was  also  stated  that  influence  would  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  Sir  James  Kitson,  M.P.,  of  the  Colne  Division, 
and  other  representatives. 

The  suggestion  to  appoint  an  organising  secretary  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  commended  in  a  formal  reso- 
lution. 


The  paper  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Maud,  of  Pontefract,  upon  protec- 
tion and  improved  methods  of  business  among  chemists,  was 
read  by  Mr.  Broadhead,  and  a  conveisation  followed  as  to 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  combination  in  buying. 
A  resolution  approving  of  the  scheme  was  adopted  on  the 
motion  of  the  President,  seconded  by  Mr.  Spurr  ;  and  the 
Presinent  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  were  elected  the  del.  gates 
of  the  Association  to  any  conference  having  for  its  object 
the  practical  realisation  of  the  scheme. 

Leeds  Chemists'  Association. 

A  special  meeting  was  held  at  the  Grand  Central  Hotel  on 
March  8,  the  President  (Mr.  G.  W.  Worfolk,  of  Ilkley)  in  the 
chair,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  desirability  :of 
selecting  a  candidate  to  be  nominated  for  the  next  election 
of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  There  was  a 
good  attendance.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were 
read  and  confirmed,  and  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Federation  of  Pharmaceutical  Associations  re  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  was  considered  andapproved.  After  a  discus- 
sion it  was  unanimously  decided  to  nominate  Mr.  Pilkington 
Sargeant  for  the  Council.  A  committee,  composed  of  the  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  Worfolk),  Vice-President  (Mr.  Pollitt),  the  Treasurer 
(Mr.  Beecock),  and  Messrs.  Hollingsworth,  Kirk,  Mundell, 
Preston,  and  Johnson,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number,, 
was  appointed  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  meeting. 


London  Chemists'  Association. 

South  London  Branch. 

A  meeting  of  this  branch  was  held  at  The  Horns,  Kenning- 
ton,  S.E.,  on  March  9,  Mr.  F.  W.  Truman  presiding.  There 
were  over  a  dozen  present,  and  the  Hon.  Secretay  (Mr. 
R.  B.  Betty)  announced  the  names  of  twelve  new  members 
of  the  Association.  On  the  motion  of  the  Chairman,  Mr. 
J.  W  Douglas  was  elected  a  member  of  the  local  committee. 
Mr.  Betty  then  read  a  short  paper  on 

Co-operative  Buyinc:, 

in  which  he  urged  the  general  adoption  of  the  system  by  the 
chemists  of  South  London.  He  tl  oight  the  public  were  not 
unreasonable  in  going  where  they  could  get  the  cheapest, 
goods,  and  by  co-operative  buying  the  chemist  in  a  small 
way  would  be  able  to  compete  with  the  limited  companies 
and  large  grocers  in  the  retailirg  of  various  proprietaries 
which  he  enumerated,  and  which  are  not  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list. 
Competition  must  be  met,  end  chsmists  should  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  undersold  in  anything,  for  it  was  by  their 
prices  that  the  public  judged  them.  His  suggestion  was 
that  a  chemist  who  was  in  a  position  to  buy  a  certain  pro- 
prietary largely  should  do  so  for  the  benefit  of  his  less 
fortunate  brother,  as  well  as  for  himself.  He  should  get 
rock-bottom  prices,  and  Mr.  Betty's  scheme  was  that  the 
buying-chemist  should  have  his  name  and  address  printed  on 
the  back  of  the  notices  sent  out  calling  meetings  of  the 
London  Chemists'  Association,  with  particulars  of  the  article 
or  articles  he  was  prepared  to  let  other  members  of  the 
Association  have  at  the  bottom  price  plus  Id.  commission  on 
each  transaction.  One  transaction  would  mean  each  sep irate 
order  for  not  more  than  three  different  articles.  Mr.  W.  M, 
Campbell  said  that  according  to  his  ideas  the  wholesale- 
dealer  had  as  much  right  to  live  as  the  retailer,  and  he- 
objected  to  direct  buying  altogether.  He  went  on  to  give  ome 
amusing  instances  of  the  evils  of  direct  bu)  ing  by  grocers  and 
others  that  had  come  within  his  own  experience.  He 
thought  it  would  be  a  much  better  plan  if  chemists  in  a 
district  would  meet  together  and  come  to  some  mutual 
arrangement  about  selling  at  profitable  prices ;  or  all  wholesale- 
houses  should  be  limited  companies,  and  every  chemist  who 
chose  might  then  have  a  direct  interest  in  the  company.  Mr. 
R.  WiLLSON  said  he  sold  none  of  the  proprietaries  men- 
tioned ;  he  only  kept  his  own  proprietaries,  and  he  «•  quite- 
satisfied  with  results.  He  found  it  more  profitable  to  refuse 
ten  of  the  advertised  proprietaries  and  sell  one  of  his  of/a 
He  advocated  the  idea  of  chemists  combining  to  produce  a. 
uniform  series  of  proprietaries  which  they  only  couhi  sell. 
By  this  means  they  would  counteract  the  effect  of  the  large 
stores  with  many  branches  in  various  parts  of  London  and 
the  same  set  of  proprietaries  in  each  branch.    Mr.  J.  W. 
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0ODGEAS  thought  chemists  should  compete  in  cutting  prices 
with  the  stores.   The  P.A.T.A.,  by  puttiDg  a  profit  on  various 
proprietary  articles,  had  put  a  profit  in  the  way  of  the 
cutters.    Chemists  ought  never  to  drive  a  customer  away. 
Mr.  R.  Haselvvood  Jones  imagined  that  Mr.  Betty's  scheme 
■would  be  found  unworkable  in  so  large  an  area  as  South 
London.    A  better  way  would  be  for  chemists  in  a  small 
radius  to  work  a  similar  scheme  amongst  themselves.  The 
Chairman  emphasised  the  fact  that  in  any  scheme  of  co- 
operative buyirig  the  transactions  wou'd  have  to  be  strictly 
Cash.    Mr.  Pellew  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  too  much 
petty  jealousy  amongst  neighbouring  chemists  for  any 
soTitrne  of  the  sort  to  be  of  value.    Mr.  Campbell  wanted  to 
know  what  Mr.  Betty  would  do  if  the  wholesale  houses, 
wrfen  they  saw    him    buying    direct,    refused  to  exe- 
cute his  orders  for  other   goods?    Mr.    Betty  replied 
that  in  his  opinion  his  scheme  wou'd  cause  the  sale  of  more 
proprietary  articles  generally,  and  the  wholesale  dealers  in 
patents  would  thus  benefit.    Mr.  T.  H.  Powell  was  in 
favour  of  a  localised  scheme  in  which  not  more  than  twenty 
articles  would  be  dealt  with.    He  had  had  experience  of 
such  a  scheme,  and  it  was  an  undoubted  benefit.    Mr.  R.  T. 
Jennings  said  the  scheme  was  quite  workable  with  even 
three  or  four  chemists  doing  the  same  class  of  trade,  but  he 
certainly  did  not  think  it  could  be  made  to  apply  generally 
to  the  whole  of  South  London.    Eventually  Mr.  Betty  moved 
that- — 

Any  chemist  who  is  willing  to  supply  articles  at  a  certain  price 
should  be  allowed  to  put  his  name  aud  address  (with  the  article 
indicated)  on  the  back  of  the  notices  sent  out  by  the  Association. 

This  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 

The  question  of  opposing  certain  sections  of  Sir  Charles 

Dilke's  Shops  Bill  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Watson- Will, 

but  discussion  was  adjourned  to  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Purposes  Committee  next  day. 

Mr.  V.  H.  C.  Baskin,  L  P.S.I  ,  then  gave  his  second 
demonstration  on 

Photographic  Apparatus. 
On  this  occasion  Mr.  Baskin  dealt  more  particularly  with 
tfe-e.troubles  that  beset  the  path  of  the  amateur,  and  gave 
advice  as  to  the  prectical  details  necessary  in  starting  a  photo- 
graphic department.  He  dealt  in  succession  with  the  dark- 
room, with  developing  aod  printing,  and  with  paper,  plates, 
aiid  films.  He  showed  the  portable  developing-bag,  the 
'•Dalo"  daylight  printirg-troujh,  the  Watkin's  Bee  meter, 
and.d.escribed  and  demonstrated  the  varieties  and  functions 
of  lenses.  The  lecture  was  listened  to  with  much  interest, 
and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was,  on  the  motion  of  the 
Chairman,  awarded  to  Mr.  Baskin.  A  similar  vote  having 
been  passed  to  the  Chairman,  the  meeting  terminated. 


Manchester  Pharmaceutica!  Association. 

The  meetiDg  held  at  (he  Owens  College  on  Wednesday 
evening-  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  W.  Kiikby. 
.  Mr.  James  Grier  read  a  series  of 

Dispensing  Notes. 
Trior  to  and  after  the  reading  of  the  paper,  a  collection  of 
pharmaceutical  apparatus  was  exhib  ted  and  explained  by 
the  lecturer.  Tnere  were  pill-making,  capsule-filling, 
lozenge-manufacture,  and  other  interesting  apparatus.  The 
object  of  the  pap  r  was  to  show  that  there  is  something 
more  in  dispensing  than  the  mere  filling  up  of  bottles  from 
itock  mixtures,  which  appears  to  be  what  some  medical 
men  understand  by  dispensing;  in  short,  dispensing  is  an 
"  arj  "  which  requires  a  special  training  on  the  part  of  those 
who  practise  it.  Mr.  Grier  proceeded  in  polemical  style  to 
describe  what  the  art  of  dispensing  has  come  to  through  the 
prescribing  of  ready-made  and  special  preparations.  He 
also  gave  his  audience  a  hearty  laugh  by  quoting  from  Dr. 
Sutherland's  book  on  dispensing  for  doctors,  and  generally 
argued  for  greater  respect  for  this  branch  of  pharmacy. 
This  can  be  secured  through  higher  training  on  the  part  of 
•the  pharmacist,  greater  effort  t)  make  preparations  rather 
than  buy  thtm,  and  closer  relations  with  medical  men.  A 
discussion  followed  in  which  Messrs.  W.  Lane,  Blain, 
-Woodruff,  Walton,  Franklin,  Ringer,  Waite,  Chas. 
bwiNN  Pidd,  and  the  Chairman  toak  part,  Mr.  Grier  t  f  or- 
wards being  thanked. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  the  Metropole  Hotel  on  Wednesday, 
March  9,  Mr.  George  Foggan  (President)  in  the  chair. 
There  was  a  moderate  attendance.  Mr.  E.  H.  S.  Baker  was 
elected  a  member.  The  Reading  Association's  circular,  that 
of  the  P.A.T.A.  as  to  co-operative  buying',  and  the  "  Feder- 
ation "  circular  re  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  were  read,  the  last 
being  remitted  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  with  in- 
structions to  send  a  copy  of  the  Federation  letter  to  M.P.s 
to  all  local  members,  having  appended  the  names  of  the 
members  of  committee,  together  with  a  personal  note  from 
each  member's  constituency. 

The  President  then  opened  the  adjourned  discussion  on 
the  proposed  "  C.O.D."  sj  stem.  After  consideration  of  the 
subject  it  was  resolved  that  the  scheme  would  act  detri- 
mentally against  the  interests  of  the  members.  The 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  communicate  this  to  the  Post- 
master-General. 

Mr.  Chas.  Ridley  opened  a  discussion  upon  P.A.T.A. 
matters.  He  sketched  the  career  of  the  organisation  since 
its  inception,  and  explained  in  detail  the  latest  develop- 
ments of  the  system  and  its  work.  He  mentioned  that  out 
of  35,000  dealers  in  proprietary  articles  in  the  United 
Kingdom  only  about  cne  hundred  are  on  the  "  Stop  list." 
To  facilitate  the  easier  working  of  the  system,  he  suggested 
that  each  protected  article  should  bear  a  distinct  stamp 
"  P.A.T.A."    He  moved  : 

That  we,  the  members  of  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  District 
Chemists'  Association  (which  includes  practically  all  the  chemists 
in  the  Tyneside  and  Northumberland  districts),  rpspeetfully  a9k 
you  to  place  your  proprietary  preparations  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list. 

The  resolution  to  be  sent  to  the  proprietors  of  Kay's 
essence,  Dinneford's  magnesia,  Neave's  food,  Winslow's 
syrup,  Cockle's  pills,  Holloway's  pills,  Fellows's  syrup, 
Beecham's  pills,  and  to  John  Morgan  Richards  and  feveral 
others.  A  lively  discussion  ensued,  with  the  result  that  the 
resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  and  the  Secretary  was 
instructed  to  write  to  the  firms  mentioned.  It  was  intimated 
that  at  the  next  meeting  short  notes  of  a  practical  nature 
will  be  contributed  by  Mr.  F.  Gilderdale,  Mr.  J.  S.  Hill,  and 
Mr.  G.  F.  Merson. 


Nottingham  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening  at  Calvert's 
Cafe,  Nottingham,  to  hear  a  lecture  on  "The  Preparation  of 
Serums  and  Vaccines,"  by  Mr.  T.  Maben,  F.C.S.  As  the 
lecture  was  of  rr  edical  as  well  as  pharmaceutical  interest,  an 
invitation  was  extended  to  the  medical  profes-ion,  and  there 
was  a  large  attendance,  Mr.  R.  Fitzhugh,  J. P.  (the  President 
of  the  Assoc'ation)  presiding.  Mr.  Maben  gave  an  account 
of  the  introduction  of  the  antidiphtheria  serum,  and  dwelt 
upon  the  great  diminution  of  mortality  from  diphtheria  as  a 
result  of  that  discovery,  afterwards  giving  a  very  complete 
account  of  the  preparation  of  varieties  of  serums,  and 
showing  upwards  of  sixty  limelight  views.  The  second  part 
of  the  lecture  consisted  of  a  description  of  the  preparation  of 
vaccine3. 


Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society. 

A  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  on  March  9,  Mr.  A. 
Russell  Fox  in  the  chair,  when  Mr.  J.  Evans,  A.I.C.,  read  a 
paper  on 

The  Nutritive  Value  op  Patent  Foods. 

Mr.  Evans  first  spoke  of  the  various  definite  compcunc's 
which  can  be  isolated  by  chemical  means  from  food- 
substances,  the  chief  alimentary  substances  being  prottids, 
carbohydrates,  fats,  and  mineral  matter.  White  of  egg  was 
mentioned  as  an  example  of  a  pioteid  or  albuminous  com- 
pound, and  although  little  is  known  chemically  of  the 
proteids  they  are  known  to  be  the  real  nutritive  or  flesh- 
forming  principles  of  food.  Carbohydrates  include  the 
glucoses,  saccharoses,  and  amyloses,  the  physiological 
function  of  this  class  being  to  serve  as  a  source  of  potential 
energy.  The  carbjhydrates  are  assimilated  as  glucoses,  the 
saccharoses  and  amylo;-es  being  converted  into  glucoses  by 
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■various  ferments  in  the  alimentary  canal.  In  some  patent 
foods  the  starch  has  been  comp'etely  converted  into  maltose 
or  dextrin  ;  in  others  it  is  brought  into  the  soluble  form 
during  the  preparation  of  the  food  for  use.  Fats  serve  a 
similar  physiological  function  to  carbohydrates.  During 
digestion  fats  undergo  chemical  as  well  as  physical  change, 
being  converted  into  glycerol  and  fatty  acid  by  the  steapsia 
of  the  pancreatic  juice,  as  well  as  being  emulsified.  Mineral 
matter  is  present  in  the  form  of  phosphates,  sulphates,  and 
chlorides  of  sodium,  potassium,  calcium,  and  magnesium, 
and  is  an  essential  part  of  all  natural  food.  The  mineral 
constituents  are  bone-formers. 

Patent  foods  were  next  classified  under  the  head  of  meat 
foods,  milk  foods,  malted  foods,  and  casein  prepa  ations. 
Mr.  Evans  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  meat-extracts,  as 
a  rule,  only  represent  the  soluble  part  of  meat,  and  when  it 
is  attempted  to  add  nutritive  value  to  the  stimulant 
properties  of  meat  extracts,  the  quantity  of  meat-fibre  or 
albumen  added  is  quite  insignificant  to  affect  the  question. 
As  stimulants  for  the  appetite  such  preparations  are  useful 
rather  than  as  true  foods.  In  meat-powders,  such  as 
somatome,  the  proteid  has  been  converted  into  a  soluble 
form  by  the  agency  of  enzymes,  acids,  &c.  The 
consideration  of  milk-foods  led  Mr.  Evans  to  the  question  of 
the  relation  between  the  constitution  of  human  milk  and 
•cow's  milk,  and  attempts  have  been  made  to  alter  the 
latter  approximately  to  the  same  composition  as  human  milk. 
Milk  foods  are  either  modified  (or  humanised)  milk  or 
•desiccated  milk.  To  the  last-named  class  belong  Allenburys' 
No.  1  and  2,  Horlick's  malted  milk,  and  Nestle's  milk-food. 
In  the  Allenburys'  food  the  caibohydrates  are  in  the  soluble 
form,  in  Horlick's  food  as  maltose  and  lactose  when  prepared 
for  use,  and  in  Nestle's  food  as  starch,  maltose,  and  lactose. 
•Savory  &  Moore's,  and  Allenburys'  No.  3  foods  belong  to  the 
class  of  malted  foods,  tfce  general  method  of  preparation 
for  use  being  to  add  hot  milk,  by  which  the  starch  is 
•converted  into  the  soluble  products  of  maltose  and  dextrin. 
Malt  has  also  the  important  property  of  preventing  the 
casein  of  milk  from  curdling,  and  this  enables  it  to  be  more 
•readily  assimilated.  Benger's  food  contains  pancreatic 
•extract  in  place  of  malt.  Farinaceous  focdspure  and  simple 
are  not  suitable  foods  for  young  infants,  as  the  whole  of  the 
starch  is  unaltered.  Plasmon  and  nutrose  represent  a  class 
of  casein  foods.  The  casein  is  rendered  soluble  by  an  alkali, 
such  foods  being  extremely  useful  nutrients  on  account  of 
the  high  proportion  of  proteid  they  contain.  Mr.  Evans 
finally  referred  to  cereal  foods,  mostly  of  American  origin, 
for  which  exaggerated  claims  are  made.  Analytical  data 
show  that  these  foods  contain  but  a  limited  quantity  of 
■soluble  carbohydrates. 

Dr.  Waddy,  who  opened  the  discussion,  said  the  point 
•which  must  strike  anyone  in  the  medical  profession  as  being 
of  great  importance  was  the  necessity  of  a  natural  diet. 
Mothers'  milk  is  the  only  natural  food  for  the  infant,  and 
as  a  substitute  the  best  and  cheapest  is  cows'  milk.  The 
faked  and  humanised  milks  lose  their  freshness  and  certain 
properties  which  are  of  value  for  nutritijn,  and  none  of  them 
are  such  good  substitutes  as  fresh  milk.  With  regard  to  the 
cereal  foods,  he  thought  those  who  have  tasted  them  are 
•quite  prepared  to  accept  Mr.  Evans's  statement  that  they 
are  just  about  as  good  as  ordinary  wheat-flour — neither 
better  nor  worse.  As  to  the  fluid-extracts  of  meat,  he  would 
much  rather  make  his  dinner  off  the  meat  fibre  thrown  away 
after  the  extract  has  been  completed  than  from  the  extract 
obtained. 

Mr.  Squire  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson  continued  the  dis- 
cussion, after  which  Mr.  Upsher  Smith  said  it  seemed  that 
there  was  no  perfect  substitute  for  human  milk,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  casein  of  cows'  milk  and  all  other  animals 
except  the  ass  is  coagulated  by  acids  and  by  heat.  He 
asked  Mr.  Evans  whether  there  is  no  way  of  preventing  casein 
in  cows'  milk  from  beirg  coagulated  either  by  acids  or 
'heat  J 

Mr.  Austen  said  he  always  understood  that  patent  foods 
-were  only  intended  to  be  used  as  additions,  and  then  only 
■very  seldom — never  as  substitutes  for  human  milk.  The 
■latter  was  goirg  out  of  fashion.  He  gave  a  formula  for  the 
solution  which  he  gave  to  his  own  children :  Milk,  1  pint ; 
the  cream  from  1J  pint;  and  sugar  of  milk  added  with  a 
litile  raw  sugar  and  water  to  makD  1§  pint.  This  has  been 
found  to  answer  very  well. 


In  reply  to  questions,  Mr.  Evans  said  that  with  reference 
to  the  point  raised  by  Mr.  Upsher-Smith  the  casein  could  be 
converted  into  peptones,  but  there  seemed  to  be  an  objection 
to  peptones  on  account  of  their  bitter  ta<-te  and  action. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Evans  concluded  the  meeting. 


Oxford  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  March  8,  at  the 
Golden  Cross  Hotel,  Mr.  G.  C.  Druce  in  the  chair.  The 
Secretary  presented  the  report  and  balance-sheet,  which 
were  adopted.  The  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
were  elected  :  President,  Mr.  J.  W.  Todd ;  Vice-Presidents, 
Mr.  Burbank  and  Mr.  G.  C.  Druce ;  Secretary,  Mr.  John 
Dolbear;  Committee,  Messrs.  Jessop,  H.  C.  Gunstone, 
Thorpe,  and  Clayton. 

The  following  resolution,  proposed  by  Mr.  Druce,  was 
carried  unanimously  : 

That  this  Association  unanimously  protests  against  the  apparent 
interpretation  of  Somerset  House  officials,  in  granting  all  tlie 
privileges  accorded  to  duly  qualified  chemists,  to  men  who  have 
been  apprenticed  to  chemists  and  druggists  for  any  period  without 
having  obtained  the  qualifying  certificate. 


Stockport  Chemists'  Association. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Albert  Hotel  on  March  2,  Mr.  Wm.  Dodge  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed  ; 
also  the  Secretary's  and  Treasurer's  reports. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Bremridge,  saying  that  the 
case  of  infringement  of  which  he  had  been  informed  would 
be  investigated. 

A  resolution  in  support  of  the  principle  of  the  Pharmacy 
Acts  Amendment  Bill  now  before  Parliament  was  unani- 
mously carried  ;  and  it  was  resolved  "  that  a  copy  of  the  said 
resolution  be  sent  to  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society." 


Teesside  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Albany  Eestaurant,  Middles- 
borough,  on  Thursday  evening,  March  3. 

The  President  (Mr.  E.  E  Bainbridge)  suggested,  in 
regard  to  the  proposed  arrangement  for  the  upkeep  and 
repair  of  members'  scales,  that  the  Secretaries  ascertain  the 
number  of  members  who  would  fall  in  with  the  arrangement 
and  that  Messrs.  Avery,  of  Birmingham,  be  asked  to  quote  a 
price  per  member  per  year.    The  suggestion  was  agreed  to. 

A  vote  of  sympathy  was  passed  and  directed  to  be  sent  to 
Mr.  E.  D.  Owen,  the  Middlesborough  Secretary,  who  was 
unable  to  be  present  through  illness. 

The  next  item  on  the  agenda  was  co-operative  buying. 
The  President  explained  the  idea,  and  various  letters  were 
read.  It  was  ultimately  agreed  that  separate  buying-sections 
be  formed  for  Middlesborough  and  Stockton,  and  that  they 
leave  out  the  buying  of  P.A.T.A.  articles.  The  arrangements 
for  meetings  were  left  to  the  Secretaries. 

The  question  of  widespread  distribution  of  disinfectants 
by  the  various  Town  Councils  was  brought  up  by  Mr. 
Bracke.nrury,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  Town  Council's 
attention  be  drawn  to  the  danger  of  distributing  carbolic 
acid. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the  various 
headmasters  of  the  local  secondary  schools,  setting  forth  the 
fact  that  many  boys  who  applied  for  apprenticeship  could 
not  be  taken  on  because  of  their  lack  of  general  education, 
and  suggesting  that  those  wishing  to  become  chemists  should 
be  trained  in  the  necessary  subjects. 


Thames  Valley  District  Chemists' 
Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Freemason's  Club,  Eichmond, 
on  Wednesday  evening,  March  9,  the  President  (Mr.  A. 
Higgs,  J. P.)  occupying  the  chair.  There  was  a  satisf,  ctory 
attendance  of  members,  including  a  number  of  chemists 
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from  Kichmond  and  neighbourhood.  An  enjoyable  feature 
of  the  proceedings  was  a  lecture  on 

Radium  and  Polonium, 
by  Mr.  F.  H.  Glew,  of  Clapham,  who  showed  a  number  of 
homely  experiments  with  apparatus  that  might  easily  be  made 
in  a  chemist's  shop,  on  the  effects  of  radium.  Electrifying 
two  strips  of  silk,  he  showed  how  a  small  piece  of  radium 
quickly  liberated  the  electricity  at  a  distance  of  about  a 
yard.  He  gave  a  word  of  advice  as  to  buying  radium, 
saying  that  there  is  a  lot  of  rubbish  about.  A  good  plan 
for  testing  it  is  to  make  a  small  measuring-instrument  from 
an  ordinary  tooth-powder  box,  with  glass  front  and  back 
and  a  substance  inside  that  can  be  electrified.  If  a  piece  of 
so-called  radium  does  not  affect  the  electricity  except  at 
close  quarters  it  is  not  much  good,  but  if  it  does  so  at  a 
yard  or  two  away  it  may  be  regarded  as  good  radium.  At 
the  close  of  a  most  interesting  lecture  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  Mr.  Glew. 

The  Chairman  then  introduced  a  discussion  on  the 

"  C.O.D."  System, 

and  suggested  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

The  members  of  the  Thames  Valley  District  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion respectfully  urge  upon  the  Postmaster-General,  in  discussing 
the  proposal  of  establishing  C.O.D.  system  in  this  country,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  fact  that,  in  the  coadition  of  the 
present  law,  any  person,  however  ignorant,  can  advertise  to  sell 
under  the  screen  of  a  patent-medicine  stamp  so  called  specifics 
for  curing  diseases,  many  of  which  are  absolutely  useless  and 
little  short  of  fraud.  The  introduction  of  C.O.D.,  without  restric- 
tions, would  materially  assist  charlatans  and  foreigners  to  impose 
upon  the  public  fallacious  remedies  the  vending  of  which  is  not 
allowed  in  countries  on  the  Continent  of  Europe.  If  the  Post- 
master-General is  satisfied  that  the  introduction  of  C.O.D.  is  desir- 
able, the  Thames  Valley  District  Chemists'  Association  respectfully 
suggests  that  specifics  subject  to  medicine  stamp-duty,  not  being 
genuine  patent  medicines,  should  be,  in  the  interests  and  welfare 
of  the  public,  prohibited. 

After  discussion,  it  was  decided  to  postpone  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  until  the  next  meeting.  A  resolution  was 
passed  condemning  Sir  Charles  Dilke's  Shops  Bill,  and  it  was 
decided  that  the  annual  meeting,  to  be  followed  by  a  dinner, 
should  be  held  at  Kingston  on  April  27. 


Graoe^marfes  HppUeo  jfor* 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applications 
should  be  lodged  with  0.  N.  Daltox,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Comptroller-General  of 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampto  n 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O.,  within  one  month  of  the 
dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks 
Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the"  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  February  3,  1904.) 

"Verant"  ("Vera"  disclaimod)  ;  for  optical  instruments.  By 
Carl  Zeiss,  29  Margaret  Street,  Regent  Street,  W.  257,613 

"  Coxin  "  ;  for  gelatin.  By  J.  &  G.  Cox  (Limited),  21  Eastcheap, 
E.C.  259,482. 

Picture  device  of  mm  being  shampooed  by  a  child,  and  lady 
combing  her  tres3es ;  for  a  shampoo-powder.  By  C.  E. 
Moorman,  1  Alexandra  Buildings,  High  Street,  Shankhn, 
I.O.W.,  chemist  and  druggist.  258,30}. 

"  Borice  "  ;  for  preparations  for  the  teeth.  By  Celia  S.  Reynolds, 
60  Didsbury  Road,  Heaton  Mersey,  Manchester,  and  Margaret 
J.  Houghton,  242  Oxford  Street,  Manchester.  258,922. 

Combination  of  devices  (two  horns,  catfish  ornament  used  by 
African  natives,  and  the  letters  "  J.  H.")  ;  for  perfumery,  &e. 
By  J.  Holt  &  Co.  (Liverpool),  Limited,  81  Dale  Street, 
Liverpool.  258,832. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marls  Journal,"  February  10,  1904.) 
"  Helion  ";  for  chemicals  and  for  photographic-paper.    By  Otto 
Hehner  and  P.  L.  Thornton,   11   Billiter   Square,  E.C. 
259,338  and  259,337. 

°  Robustoids  "  ("  Robusto  "  disclaimed) ;  for  tablets.  By  Crowe 
&  Co.,  31  Wardour  Street,  "W.,  chemists.  258,952. 

"  Quillol  "  ;  for  surgical-instruments,  &c.  By  J.  Quilliam  &  Co., 
Chapel  Street,  Salted.  259,294. 


Device  of  the  "  Trusty  Servant";  for  cattle,  swine,  and  poultry- 
powders.  By  the  Itchen  Packing  Company,  Victoria  House, 
Macnaghten  Road,  Bitterne  Park,  Southampton.  258,457. 

"  Imcos  " ;  for  a  cough-mixture.  By  Walker  &  Darling, 
51  Hudson  Street,  Tyne  Dock,  South  Shields,  chemists. 
258,185. 

"Apcel"  ;  for  a  rheumatism-cure.  By  H.  E.  Smith,  5  Norman 
Road,  Warrior  Square,  St.  Leonards,  chemist  and  druggist 
259,964. 

"  Petricod  "  ;  for  medicines.  By  Rowland  Dixon,  Hunter's  Bar 
673  Eccleshall  Road,  Sheffield,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 
260,113. 

"  Symmetriox  "  ("  Symmetry  "  disclaimed) ;  for  surgical  instru- 
ments, &c.  By  Sandow's  Developer  Company,  17  Basing- 
hall  Street,  E.C.  259,861. 

"Kosmoid  ";  for  filters.  By  A.  Shiels,  M.B.,  CM.,  14  Enasleigh 
Gardens,  N.W.  260,006. 

"  Amaranth  "  ;  for  alabelling-solution.  By  R.  W.  Andrews  &  Co., 
148  Pentonville  Road,  N.  259,266. 

"Milo  Brand"  and  picture  of  man  carrying  ox  ;  for  extract  of 
meat.  By  H.  H.  and  S.  Budgett  &  Co.  (Limited),  14  Nelson. 
Sheet,  Biistol.  258,366. 


association  Ballabs, 


The  Purpose. 

The  men,  iheir  aims,  their  daily  irk  ; 

Their  troubles,  trials,  thoughts,  and  views 
On  things  politic,  foes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  but  treach'rous  work  — 

These  be  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 

X. — BURNLEY. 

The  men  of  Lancashire  are  famed 

For  saying  simply,  without  ft- ar, 
That  which  they  think  and  howe'er  named 

They  fit  the  word  to  its  compeer. 
None  in  the  Duchy  better  known 

For  speaking  truths  that  waverer3  turn, 
Than  they  who,  strenuous,  hold  their  ona 

At  haughty  Burnley  on  thj  Burn. 

The  able  Heaton,  frank  and  firm, 

Rules  o'er  his  brethren ;  none  demur 
To  do  his  bidding,  shirkers  squirm 

Nor  to  their  weakness  e'er  rtcur. 
But  none  are  shirkers  in  that  band 

That  haunt  the  "  Empre-s,"  each  to  learn 
What  pharmaceutic  fish  may  land 

At  simple  Burnley  on  the  Burn. 

From  classic  Colne,  from  Padiham, 

Come  Hirst  and  Hitchon,  and  they  talk 
Of  Cutter-wolf  and  Chemist-lamb, 

And  how  the  ghosts  of  Bloomsb'ry  walk. 
They  list  while  Dodsley,  Barlow  too, 

With  subtle  speech  their  feelings  churn, 
But  never  senseless  hullab'loo 

Is  heard  at  Burnley  on  the  Burn. 

Eke  Tomlinson  and  Butterworth 

May  interpose  in  quiet  way, 
Or  Coates  or  Clarkson  utter  forth 

Their  plain  unvarnished  roundelay. 
The  aspirations  of  Mankiud 

Are  voiced  in  verbiage  mild  or  stern, 
But  in  the  Craft  they're  all  one  mind 

At  balmy  Burnley  on  the  Burn. 

When  President  or  Lawton  rise 

To  crack  the  sole  of  Jesse's  boot, 
The  humour  sparks  in  Hartley's  eyes 

And  Catton  taps  th' applauding  foot. 
Tne  genial  Sec.,  hardworking  Brown, 

Does  doughty  deeds  that  others  spurn, 
And  earns  of  gratitude  the  crown 

At  bustling  Burnley  on  the  Burn. 

Thus  is  the  progress  of  the  world, 

The  good  of  Pharmacy,  assured 
When  forth  mere  pettiness  is  hurled 

And  chemists  live  the  life  mured 
To  fortune's  arrows,  fateful  slings 

That  e'en  the  blindest  may  discern, 
So  fast  to  "  biz."  our  brother  clings 

At  beauteous  Burnley  on  the  Burn. 
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By  Xrayser. 


Bill  xoi, 

or  the  Pharmacy  Bill  of  1901,  looks  more  formidable 
than  its  predecessor.  Mr.  Lough  and  his  eleven  supporters 
form  a  fighting  group  which  would  give  a  good  account  of 
itself  and  make  mincemeat  of  James  Bailey,  Batty  Langley, 
and  Alexander  Cross  if  the  company  crew  could  only  be 
forced  to  a  square  contest  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  is  common  knowledge,  too,  that  our  champions 
are  in  closer  sympathy  with  our  views  than  they  were 
generally  in  1903  Moreover,  we  have  a  steadily  growing 
reserve  of  support  in  the  House.  What  better  help  could 
we  wish  for  than  Mr.  O'Malley's  gallant  attempt  to  win  the 
Prime  Minister  to  our  side,  or  at  least  to  attract  his  atten- 
tion to  the  controversy  1  The  M.P.s  with  "  a  great  deal  of 
money  invested  in  these  companies "  are  certainly  well 
advised  in  sheltering  themselves  behind  parliamentary 
forms. 

The  Orange  River  Ordinance 

is  an  event  of  greater  im- 
portance, pharmaceutically,  than  it  might  be  estimated  at 
if  we  only  judged  by  the  proportionate  area  and  population 
affected.  It  is  the  inoculation  of  the  Empire  with  an 
anti-company  serum.  The  unqualified  bacilli  in  Great 
Britain  will  yet  feel  the  effect  of  that  prick  of  the  needle  at 
Bloemfontein.  The  modifying  tail  by  means  of  which  some 
official  has  aimed  to  neutralise  in  a  degree  the  activity  of 
the  remedy  is  not  very  serious  one  way  or  the  other.  The 
protection  of  the  guinea-pig  is  not  a  glorious  policy  any- 
where, and  it  is  rather  surprising  to  find  it  specially 
influential  on  the  free  and  open  veld,  where  it  might  have 
been  supposed  rights  acquired  by  personal  labour  would 
have  been  more  respected.  But  this  legal  recognition  of  the 
fly  on  the  wheel,  of  the  mere  cumberer  of  the  ground,  does 
not  affect  the  principle  of  the  section,  which  is  simply  that 
those  who  control  pharmacies  shall  themselves  be  pharma- 
cists. We  ask  for  no  monopoly.  Our  examinations  are  as 
open  to  the  millionaire  of  Park  Lane  as  they  are  to  the 
humble  shopboy  who  has  worked  his  way  up  to  a  place 
behind  the  counter.  Why  should  either  of  them  be 
exempted  from  the  conditions  which  Parliament  has  declared 
to  be  essential  for  the  safety  of  the  public  .' 

The  Kilogram 

may  come  in  two  years.  Such  at  least  is  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  of 
this  realm.  Before  "the  King  wills  it"  the  opinion  of  the 
people  who  work  with  the  foot-rule,  who  buy  and  sell 
cheese,  who  handle  pint  pots,  will  have  to  be  considered. 
Several  peers,  including  Lords  Spencer  and  Kosebery,  con- 
tested the  necessity  of  sending  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. And  yet  we  do  not  know  what  we  are  going  to  call 
the  new  weights  and  measures  even.  At  present  it  appears 
the  coinage  is  not  to  be  interfered  with.  That  disturbance 
is  reserved  for  a  second  course.  No  doubt  a  compulsory 
measure  is  necessary  if  the  metric  system  is  ever  to  be 
adopted  in  this  country.  The  permissive  Act  of  1897  has 
had  no  effect,  or  next  to  none.  We  most  of  us  agree,  too, 
that  the  metric  system  would  be  an  advantage  for  trade  and 
for  the  simplification  of  calculation.  At  the  same  time 
most  of  us  would  gladly  surrender  its  prospective  joys  to  the 
next  generation.  Half  a  litre  of  bitter  at  a  time  is  too 
much,  and  a  quarter  of  a  litre  not  enough.  Perhaps  the 
tipplers  of  1950  will  be  able  to  adjust  this  difficulty. 


The  Inventor  of  the  Metric  System 

cannot  be  identified. 
Lord  Kelvin  credits  James  Watt  with  having  worked  out  a 
system  very  similar  to  that  which  the  French  scientists 
established,  but  the  idea  of  basing  all  weights  and  measures 
on  a  natural  standard  had  taken  root  long  before  Watt's 
time,  and  of  course  equally  long  before  the  scheme  which 
the  Paris  correspondent  of  the  G.  S,'  D.  traces  to  Collignon  in 
1788.  Some  trace  of  a  relationship  between  the  measure- 
ment of  the  earth  and  the  Greek  stadium,  or  furlong,  has 
been  found  in  Aristotle;  and  from  Colbert's  day  down  to 
the  Revolution  French  Governments  and  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  were  discussing  how  best  to  deal  with  the  con- 
fusion which  existed.  Jean  Picard,  a  famous  astronomer, 
strongly  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  pendulum  standard 
in  1670  in  preference  to  the  meridian  measurement,  and  this 
was  actually  authorised  in  the  decree  of  the  Constituent 
Assembly  of  1790  which  appointed  the  Commission.  It 
was  abandoned  out  of  consideration  for  other  nations,  who 
might  not  like  the  pendulum  standard  to  be  fixed  at  the 
latitude  of  Paris.  Earlier  standards  were  mostly  based  on 
some  human  feature.  Our  yard  is  said  to  have  been  the 
length  of  Henry  I.'s  arm  ;  the  foot,  the  finger  (digit),  thumb 
(pouce),  cubit  (elbow  to  end  of  middle  finger)  and  pace  are 
examples. 

The  Old  Pharmacopoeia  Grievance 

is  up  again.  It  will  last 
a  long  time.  It  is  said  that  pharmacists  occupy  an  un- 
dignified position  in  merely  helping  the  medical  profession 
to  compile  the  Pharmacopoeia  in  the  capacity  of  paid 
servants.  Will  anyone  tell  me  why  this  is  any  more  undignified 
than  it  is  for  pharmacists  to  compound  the  medicines 
which  physicians  order  without  having  a  voice  in  the  pre- 
liminary diagnosis  and  prescription  2  The  main  thiDg,  I 
think,  is  to  encourage  those  whose  pharmaceutical  skill  and 
knowledge  are  essential  to  the  .compilers  to  get  a  good  price 
for  their  work. 

The  Lesson  of  Portsmouth 

was  effectively  drawn  in  an  edi- 
torial article  last  week.  But  who  is  to  follow  up  the 
reflections  there  indicated  ?  Inquests  come  and  go,  and 
only  a  passing  notice  is  taken  of  the  dangerous  conditions 
of  public  dispensing  which  they  reveal.  Someone  ought 
surely  to  be  keeping  a  careful  record  of  the  deaths  we  too 
frequently  read  of  traceable  to  incompetent  or  unsystematic 
compounding.  In  this  connection  it  is  opportune  to  ask 
what  has  become  of  the  committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  appointed  more  than  three  years  ago  to  inquire  into 
the  conditions  of  public  dispensing  which  prevail  throughout 
the  country  1  An  interim  report,  presenting  such  preliminary 
facts  as  could  be  collected  by  a  circular,  was  produced  in 
March,  1902,  and  since  then  nothing  has  been  heard  of  the 
committee's  work.  What  was  done  was  of  but  little  value, 
but  that  little  was  apparently  wasted.  The  compilation  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  may  or  may  not  constitute  a  legitimate  part 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council's  work  ;  the  regulation  of  the 
dispensing  of  the  country  certainly  should. 

Mr.  Storrar 

finds  that  the  chemists  of  to-day  are  better  off 
than  the  chemists  of  fifty  years  ago,  but  he  dates  the 
piping  times  of  pharmacy  at  twenty-five  to  thirty  years 
since.  He  refers  particularly  to  Scotland,  but  the  retrospect 
is  probably  as  true  in  regard  to  South  Britain.  Just  about 
1868  dispensing-rates  were,  perhaps,  at  their  highest,  atd 
cutting  patent  medicines  was  looked  on  as  a  deadly 
pharmaceutical  sin.  It  is  curious  that  with  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  though  not  because  of  it,  competition  developed  and 
profits  dwindled.  As  soon  as  unqualified  people  were 
forbidden  to  sell  poisons  and  call  themselves  chemists,  so 
many  of  them  wanted  to  do  these  things.  I  do  not 
challenge  Mr.  Storrar's  conclusion  that  future  prosperity  is 
dependent  on  higher  education,  but  I  doubt  whether  that  is 
the  logical  inference  from  his  facts. 
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FECTA 


Sanitas "  Co.,  £)»., 


arc  the  exclusive  Tiflanufactur«?s  e!  tiss 
well-known  Non-poisonous 
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and  their  other  Manufactures  include 

"Soldis."  "Okol,"   "  Creocide,"  "Oehlor," 
"  Klngzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphugators,"  "Formic  Sulphugators,"  "Formic  Air 
Purifiers," 

"Formic  Fumigators,"  "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  eent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Klngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolic 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 
"Sanitat"  Pamphlet  and  "Sow  to  Disinfect"  Boot  will  be  sent 
free  on  application  to — 

THE "  SAKITAS"  CO.,  Ltd,,  Belhnal  Green,  LONDON,  E 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO. 

49  Haymarket,  LONDON,  S.OT. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWN'S 

MINERAL  WATERS 

YIELD  A 

MAXIMUM    OF  PROFIT 
WITH  A  [2] 
MINIMUM    OF  TROUBLE. 


By  Appointment  to  King  Edward  VII. 
Ardwick  Green,  MANCHESTER. 


SANATOGEN 

A  FOOD  REMEDY  OF  HIGHEST  REPUTE 

RETAILED  /.T  2/9,  5/-,  9/6. 

For  Terms,  Advertising  Matter,  and  Literature  apply  to 


The  SANATOGEN  CO. 


83  Upper 
Thames  St.. 


London,  E.C. 


MILNE'S  DOUBLE  CYANIDE  GAUZE 

(Lister's  Guaranteed),  g^gg 

MILNE'S  BATTIST, 

The  only  genuine  make.'  T7-'"3 — 

MILNE'S  PLASTER  OF  PARIS  BANDAGES 

In  handsomely  Decorated  Tins. 

PRICES  ON  APPLICATION. 
THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  LT&, 

Wilson  Street,  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E.  [2] 


F^ascara  Tablets. 

Or.  2.   Sugar  Coated. 

Bottles  of  25,  24/=  per  gross 
Bottles  of  100,    6/  =  per  doz. 

Carriage  Paid. 
Send  for  Samples  and  Price  List. 


STANDARD  TABLET  CO. 

HOVE,  SUSSEX. 


STENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  man;  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  In  oonneotioo 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent, 
which  members  of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by 
oonsulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for 
an  inolusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
abroad,   idvioe  in  the  first  instance  free.   Pamphlets  gratis. 

REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 

50  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


EMtorial  Comments. 


The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  reictroduction  of  this  measure  into  the  House  of 
Commons  has  promptly  aroused  opposition,  and  it  is- 
apparent  from  the  imperfect  knowledge  which  Mr.  George 
Harwood  has  of  the  Bill  that  he  is  not  acting  on  behalf  of 
companies  (who  know  it  well),  but  for  drug-store  keepers 
wbo  erroneously  think  it  hits  them  Mr.  Harwood  is  the 
chairman  of  Kichard  Harwood  k,  Co.  (Limited),  cotton- 
spiDners,  Bolton.  He  is  a  man  of  culture,  being  Master  of 
Arts  of  the  London  University,  and  he  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  Church  of  Erigland,  being  one  of  the  founders- 
of  the  Church  Reform  Union.  He  was  called  to  the  Bar  in 
1890  as  a  student  of  Lincoln's  Inn.  We  judge  therefore- 
irom  the  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Harwood  to  our  Parliamentary 
representative  that  he  h?.d  not  thoroughly  acquainted  hinr- 
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self  with  the  contents  oE  the  Pharmacy  Bill  before  he 
undertook  to  move  its  rejection.  He  appears  to  be  under 
the  impression  that  the  measure  will  affect  the  sale  of  such 
articles  as  Cockle's  pills,  and  generally  that  it  will  affect 
the  interests  of  retailers  of  patent  medicines.  It  will  do 
nothing  of  the  kind.  In  actual  trading  and  the  restriction 
thereof  the  only  innovation  in  the  Bill  is  the  provision 
that  shops  kept  open  for  the  sale  of  poisons  or  "  in  whic'i 
medical  prescriptions  are  retailed,  dispensed,  or  compounded 
shall  be  under  the  supervision  of  a  registered  person." 
Hitherto  in  Great  Britain  the  retailing,  compounding,  and 
dispensing  of  medical  prescriptions  containing  poisons  has 
been  restricted  to  registered  persons,  and  it  is  now  proposed 
to  enlarge  this  condition  to  that  which  exists  in  Ireland — 
namely,  to  all  medical  prescriptions,  whether  the  ingredients 
are  legally  poisons  or  not.  This  surely  is  a  perfectly 
reasonable  requirement.  It  was  only  the  other  day  that 
leading  members  in  the  House  of  Lords  discussed  the 
necessity  for  accurate  knowledge  in  dispensing  medical 
prescriptions,  and  we  should  think  if  a  vote  were  taken  of 
members  of  both  Houses  the  majority  would  say  that  they 
have  always  been  under  the  impression  that  only  registered 
persons  may  legally  dispense  medical  prescriptions.  Skill  and 
knowledge  are  as  requisite  in  compounding  innocuous  in- 
gredients as  they  are  in  putting  together  those  powerful 
therapeutic  agents  which  are  scheduled  as  poisons,  and  as 
for  nearly  forty  years  the  Legislature  has  not  had  the 
opportunity  of  considering  this  grave  omission  from  the  1863 
Pharmacy  Act,  we  think  members  of  the  distinction  of  Mr. 
Harwood  do  not  serve  their  constituents  properly  by  failing 
to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  exact  condition  of  affairs 
before  undertaking  to  oppose  the  Bill.  As  indicated  the 
restriction  of  the  dispensing  of  medical  prescriptions  to 
qualified  persons  is  the  only  innovation  in  the  Bill.  The 
rest  of  the  varied  provisions  are  to  make  more  effective  the 
existing  law.  With  the  exception  of  Clause  14  (conserving 
the  rights  of  those  mentioned  in  Section  16  of  the  1863  Act 
and  Section  1  of  the  1869  Act),  the  Bill  is  precisely  the 
same  in  wording  as  that  which  was  reintroduced  last  Session, 
and  the  memorandum  which  prefaces  it,  and  which  will  be 
found  on  page  417  of  this  issue,  is  the  same  as  prefaced 
the  1903  Bill.  We  then  called  attention  to  several  imper- 
fections in  the  machinery  intended  to  restrict  the  sale  of 
poisons  to  registered  premises  and  by  registered  persons. 
These  are  admitted,  but  appear  not  to  be  considered  vital 
objections  to  the  measure,  because  they  may  be  amended  in 
Committee  when  the  Bill  reaches  that  stage.  We  think  it 
would  be  much  better  if  some  of  the  registration  details  were 
made  the  subject  rather  of  regulations  to  be  made  from  time  to 
time  with  the  approval  of  the  Privy  Council,  so  as  to  meet 
contingencies  not  at  present  contemplated,  but  which  may 
arise.  This  is  well  illustrated  in  the  remarks  which  Mr. 
Carte:ghe  made  at  Brighton  last  week  respecting  the  in- 
adequacy of  the  present  pre-examination  requirement  of 
three  years'  experience  in  dispensing  medical  prescriptions 
before  entry  for  the  Minor  examination.  Mr.  Carteighe 
stated  that  Clause  10  of  the  Bill  will  remedy  this  by  en- 
suring three  years'  systematic  training.  We  do  not  see 
that  it  will  do  anything  of  the  kind,  as  all  that  the  clause 
provides  for  is  to  require  from  "  persons  who  shall  present 
themselves  for  any  examination  evidence  of  their  having 
received  systematic  training  in  some  university  or  other 
place  for  learning  approved  by  the  Council  of  the  Society." 
If  this  does  not  mean  that  the  framers  of  the  measure 
want  to  impose  a  compulsory  curriculum  of  collegiate  study, 
it  would  be  well  to  have  a  straight  declaration  of  the  fact. 
The  phraseology  of  the  clause  can  probably  be  read  as  Mr 
Carteighe  appears  to  have  read  it  at  Brighton  so  as  to  include 


a  pharmacy  or  dispensary  as  a  place  of  learning,  and  we 
believe  the  trade  as  a  whole  would  agree  to  a  definite 
apprenticeship  of  a  more  thorough  character  than  that  now 
required  ;  but  the  trade  is  not  yet  prepared  to  agree  to  a 
compulsory  curriculum  of  study  in  a  university  or  similar 
place  of  learning  being  requisite  for  those  who  want  to  be 
reg  stered  as  chemists  an!  druggists.  In  its  present  form 
the  curriculum-clause  needs  amendment,  as  other  sections  of 
the  measure  do,  and  it  would  be  well  for  the  opponents  of 
the  measure,  instead  of  blocking  it,  to  expedite  its  progress 
to  the  Committee  stage,  when  a  Select  Committee  would  hear 
all  sides,  and  maks  recommendations  which  some  future 
Parliam;nt  would  givo  effect  to.  This  is  particularly  de- 
sirable in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
appear  to  be  determined  to  legislate  in  regard  to  the  sale 
of  poisons  by  other  than  qualified  persons,  a  suggestion 
quite  opposed  to  Parliament's  view,  and  this  should  be  con- 
sidered by  a  Parliamentary  Committee  along  with  the  pro- 
posals to  make  the  existing  law  more  effective. 


Tincture  Exports. 

The  regulations  thought  necessary  to  protect  the  enormous 
spirit-duty  of  this  country  are  mainly  responsible  for  the 
want  of  success  which  has  so  far  met  all  efforts  to  obtain 
permission  to  use  pure  alcohol  dutyfree  for  manufacturing 
purposes  on  a  comparatively  small  scale.  The  expense  and 
worry  of  the  supervision  required  by  the  Excise  would  more 
than  counterbalance  any  advantage  to  be  gained  unless  the 
alcohol  is  used  in  very  large  quantities  indeed.  The  Board 
of  Inland  Kevenue  have  as  a  matter  of  fact  intimated  that 
they  are  not  prepared  to  consider  applications  for  the  use  of 
duty-free  alcohol  where  only  a  trifling  trade  is  involved;  and 
as  every  new  industry  must  have  a  beginning  it  is  difficult 
to  convince  the  authorities  that  any  new  proposal  is  likely 
to  lead  to  important  results.  Most  manufactures  which  are 
at  present  absolutely  prohibited  by  the  duty  on  alcohol  are 
only  likely  to  be  considered  to  be  of  a  "trifling  character,'' 
and  therefore  unworthy  of  consideration  even  if  manufacturers 
were  willing  to  face  the  expense  involved  in  the  official 
regulations.  The  rapid  expansion  of  the  export  trade  in 
medicinal  and  other  alcoholic  tinctures  and  mixtures  since 
the  drug  trade  were  able  to  secure  a  drawback  of  the  spirit 
duty  on  these  articles  is,  however,  a  striking  example  of  how 
a  trade  may  expand  under  reasonable  conditions.  In  1888 
when  Mr.  Tyrer,  Mr.  Charles  Umney,  and  their  colleagues 
sncceeded  in  convincing  the  authorities  of  the  justice  and 
more  important  still,  of  the  practicability  of  the  concession,  it 
did  not  seem  to  be  a  matter  of  very  much  importance.  In 
the  first  few  years  the  average  quantity  of  proof  spirit  on 
which  drawback  was  paid  was  only  a  matter  of  some  10,000, 
or  12,000  gals.,  and  it  took  more  than  eight  years  to 
rise  to  50,000  proof  gals,  annually.  Progress  has,  however, 
been  continuous,  and  the  figures  for  the  last  three  years  are 
as  follows  : 

1901    95,562  proof  gals. 

1902    117,460 

1903    123,461 

Since  the  concession  was  granted  drawback  has  been  paid 
on  over  833  000  proof  gals  ,  equivalent  to  about  450  000/.  in 
value,  or  an  annual  average  of  over  30,000/.  The  amount  of 
relief  is  now  over  70  000/.  a  year,  and  it  is  obvious  that  a 
trade  of  this  kind  would  have  been  quite  impossible  if  the 
remission  of  the  spirit-duty  had  not  been  secured.  These 
figures  are,  of  course,  by  no  means  the  sole  measure  of  the 
advantage  to  the  trade  of  the  country.  The  ability  to  export 
these  medicines  to  colonial  markets  helps  to  secure  orders  for 
other  articles  in  which  alcohol  is  not  used  ;  and  when  it  is 
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remembered  that  this  trade  was  practically  non-existent 
before  the  drawback  was  conceded,  even  the  revenue  must 
have  gained  considerably  by  the  change,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  gain  to  all  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  operations. 


Pharmaceutical  Councll=meeting. 

In  our  report  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  at  BIoDmsbury  Square,  W.C. 
(page  383),  the  amendment  of  Dr.  Symes's  motion  on  the 
Pharmacopoeia  should  have  been  attributed  to  Mr.  R.  A. 
Robinson,  and  not  to  the  Treasurer. 

Commercial  Cream  of  Tartar. 

The  recent  prosecutions  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  cream 
of  tartar  and  tartaric  acid  containing  lead  have  caused 
some  excitement  in  the  grocery-trade,  and  a  meeting 
of  the  Spice  Association  was  held  on  Tuesday,  March  8, 
at  the  offices  of  Messrs.  W.  Travers  &  Sons,  119  Cannon 
Street,  E.C.,  to  discuss  what  action  should  he  taken, 
if  any.  A  representative  of  this  journal  subsequently 
called  at  the  offices  of  Messrs.  Travers  to  ascertain  what 
decision  had  been  arrived  at,  and  was  informed  that  the 
meeting  was  strictly  private,  and  that  no  information  whatever 
was  available.  Evidently  the  grocer  would  like  to  join  hands 
with  the  chemist  in  that  affair,  by  making  a  stand  against 
frivolous  prosecutions,  but  the  chemists  are  well  able  to  look 
after  their  own  interests  by  buying  the  lead-free  article  sup- 
plied by  all  wholesale  drug-houses.  The  trade  in  such  articles 
is  tending  naturally  towards  the  chemist,  and  it  is  right 
that  it  should  be  so  in  these  days  of  "specialism,"  when 
the  chemist  knows — or  is  supposed  to  know — the  nature  and 
composition  of  every  article  he  sells. 

Asthma=powder. 

Sir  James  Sawyer,  whose  contributions  to  medical  science 
are  always  of  a  practical  nature,  writes  in  the  '"  Midland 
Medical  Journal  "  on  "  Fuming  Inhalations  in  Asthma."  It 
was  brought  home  to  Sir  James  in  the  early  years  of  his 
practice  that  fumigants  undoubtedly  relieve  the  severe 
dyspnccal  paroxysms  of  asthma.  Since  then  he  has  devised 
the  following  formula,  which  well  fulfils  expectations  : 


Potassii  nitratia   ...       ...       ...  Jss. 

Pulveris  anisi  fruct   §83. 

Pulveris  strarnonii  fol   5j- 

M.    Ft.  pulv. 


A  thimbleful  of  this  powder  placed  upon  an  earthenware 
plate  is  pinched  by  the  fingers  into  a  conical  shape  and 
lighted  at  the  top  of  the  cone.  The  patient  inhales  the 
smoke  of  the  burning  heap  of  powder.  A  variant  of  the 
above  formula  is  this  : 

Potassii  nitratis   5ss, 

Pulveris  strarnonii  fol.    ...       ...  5j. 

Pulveris  anisi  fruct   5'j. 

Pulveris  lobelias  inflatas  ...       ...  5j- 

Pulveris  fol.  there  sinensis  nig. ...  5j- 

01.  eucalypti    irixv.  < 

M.    Ft.  pulv. 

A  mixture  of  one  part  by  weight  of  saltpetre  and  two 
parts  of  black  tea  powdered  makes  a  good  asthma-powder 
for  emergency  use. 

"Quoth  the  Raven,  'Nevermore  !'  " 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  for  some  time  past 
smart  chemists  have  been  importing  Carter's  little  liver- 
pills  from  the  United  States,  so  as  to  secure  a  larger  profit 
than  they  can  get  by  buying  in  this  country.  American 
jobbers  are  required  to  give  an  undertaking  not  to  export 
the  pills  to  Great  Britain;  but  this  has  been  somewhat 
freely  violated,  and  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  annoyance 
caused  to  the  makers  and  their  agents.    The  latest  develop- 


ment of  the  matter  is  the  stoppage  of  parcels  at  Southamp- 
ton by  the  Customs,  who,  in  reply  to  inquiries,  state  that 
the  importation  into  this  country  of  Carter's  little  liver-pills 
is  prohibited,  except  by  the  sole  agents,  Messrs.  John 
Morgan  Richards  &  Sons  (Limited).  The  Customs  give  as 
their  authority  the  Merchandise-marks  Act,  1887,  Section  16, 
under  which  they  have  power  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
goods  bearing  a  British  trade-mark  unless  accompanied  by  a 
definite  indication  of  the  country  of  origin.  The  pills  as 
put  up  in  the  United  States  for  the  American  market  bear 
the  well-known  raven  trade-mark  It  does  not  appear  on 
the  surface  that  they  are  made  by  the  Carter  Medicine 
Company,  New  York,  but  that  statement  is  on  the  packets 
nevertheless.  We  gather  from  the  information  given  at  the 
Customs  Office  to  our  representative  that  the  matter  is  not 
yet  finally  settled,  but  in  the  meantime  the  agents  are  "  top 
dog." 

Carbon  Bisulphide  as  an  Insecticide, 

The  remarkable  insecticide  properties  of  carbon  bisulphide 
make  it  a  most  valuable  chemical,  especially  in  the  tropics. 
In  Jamaica  the  Government  has  lately  taken  an  unusual,  but 
perhaps  a  necessary,  step  to  make  it  more  available.  Con- 
sequent in  some  degree  on  the  unreasonable  conditions  made 
as  to  its  freight,  bisulphide  was  not  to  be  bought  retail  in 
the  island  at  less  than  3s.  61.  per  lb.  By  the  intervention  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  arrangements  have  been 
made  to  import  it  economically,  and  the  Government  labora- 
tory is  now  supplying  it  in  quantities  of  5  lbs.  and  upwards  at 
cost-price,  which  is  only  4fZ.  per  lb.  The  Government  chemist 
Mr.  H.  H.  Cousins,  M  A.,  gives  in  the  "Bulletin  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture"  for  January  (published  at 
Kingston,  Jamaica)  some  useful  advice  on  the  applications 
of  carbon  bisulphide,  and  this  should  be  serviceable  here  as 
well  as  in  Jamaica.  First,  great  care  mast  be  taken  in 
storing  and  handling  the  stuff,  as  its  vapour  is  highly  in- 
flammable, and  its  inhalation  dangerous.  The  bisulphide 
must  be  kept  in  tightly  stoppered  bottles  or  in  iron  drums, 
in  a  cool  place,  and  no  light  of  any  kind  must  be  near  when 
it  is  poured  out.  Breathing  its  vapour,  too,  must  bs  carefully 
avoided.  It  will  kill  all  insect-life  in  soils.  One  ounce 
mixed  with  a  bushel  of  soil  which  is  to  be  used  for  potting 
will  ensure  its  sterilisation,  without  affecting  its  fertility.  It 
will  kill  roots  if  the  liquid  is  applied  to  them,  but  its  vapour 
is  harmless  to  vegetable  life.  The  method,  therefore,  of 
applying  bisulphide  to  earth  infested  with  larva;  or  other 
pests  is  to  bore  holes  about  12  inches  deep  in  the  ground, 
not  nearer  than  18  inches  to  the  tree  trunks,  and  J  oz.  of 
bisulphide  is  poured  into  each  hole,  which  is  then  trampled 
over  with  earth.  Four  holes  to  the  square  yard  are  required. 
In  granaries  the  vapour  is  of  great  value  for  destroying 
weevils  and  insects  which  feed  on  the  stored  com.  Evapora- 
ting-pans,  1  square  foot  each  in  surface,  one  for  every 
25  square  feet  of  floor  spice,  are  placed  in  the  granaries  on 
supports  4  feet  from  the  ground.  The  granary  is  made  as 
air-tight  as  possible,  and  then  men  pour  1  lb.  of  bisulphide 
into  each  dish  and  come  out  quickly.  The  doors  are  then 
fastened  and  left  so  for  forty-eight  hours.  The  corn  is  in  no 
way  injured,  and  all  insects  are  destroyed.  Similar  treatment 
will  free  a  room  from  cockroaches,  bugs,  fleas,  or  other 
insects.  Ant-hills  may  be  destroyed  by  boring  one  or  two 
holes  through  them  about  18  inches  deep,  pouring  2  oz.  of 
bisulphide  down  each,  and  closing  up  with  earth.  Clothes, 
woollens,  or  furs  may  be  rid  of  moths  (which  are  very 
troublesome  in  the  tropics),  and  their  larvae  (which  are  the 
things  that  do  the  mischief),  if  they  are  packed  in  a  tin 
trunk,  covered  well  with  newspapers,  and  tightly  fastened, 
half  a  wineglassful  of  bisulphide  being  first  poured  on  the 
articles.  The  clothing  will  not  be  injured  in  any  respect  or 
stained. 
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From  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Palethorpe  (of  Messrs.  Robert  Ferber  &  Co., 
195  Southwark  Bridge  Road,  S.E  )  has  received  a  letter  from 
Professor  Remington,  in  which  he  says,  "I  had  the  pleasure 
of  showing  to  the  graduating  class  of  the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Pharmacy  the  gelatin  pill-coater,  and  they  were 
very  much  pleased  with  it."  It  will  ba  remembered  that  we 
described  and  illustrated  this  invention  of  Mr.  Palethorpe's 
some  time  ago. 

Cascarine  Leprince. 

It  is  now  many  years  since  Dr.  Maurice  Leprince  con- 
cluded his  investigations  on  cascara  sagrada,  with  the  result 
that  he  isolated  from  the  bark  cascarine,  a  definite  crystal- 
line product  which  has  the  cholagogue  and  laxative  proper- 
ties of  the  drug.  This  is  put  on  the  market  in  pills  and  as 
an  elixir  and  as  cascaricones,  but  the  pills  (each  containing 
about  2  gr.  of  cascarine)  have  become  the  most  popular  form 
of  administering  the  product.  They  retail  at  2s.  M.  per 
bottle,  and  we  understand  that  they  have  now  a  very  exten- 
sive sale  on  the  Continent  and  are  in  fair  demand  in  Grfat 
Britain  and  the  colonies.  In  order  to  extend  the  business 
here,  the  sole  representation  for  England  and  the  colonies 
has  been  given  to  Mr.  N.  Luxenburg,  38  Cheapside,  London, 
E.C.,  who  will  be  glad  to  give  all  information  to  retail  and 
wholesale  druggists. 

Several  Elegant  Combinations] 

of  iron  citrate  and  manganese  ha^e  reached  us  from  the 
laboratories  of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co,,S.now  Hill 
Buildings,  E.C.  These  include  scale-preparations  of  man- 
ganese and  iron  citrate  with  10  per  cent,  of  quinine,  and  of 
manganese  and  iron  citrate  with  1  per  cent,  of  strychnine, 
and  the  same  combinations  in  "  tabloid  "  form  sugar-coated. 
The  scale-preparations  are  perfectly  soluble,  and  the 
"  tabloid  "  combinations  are  readily  disintegrated.  Each 
"  tabloid  "  contains  approximately  \  gr.  of  quinine  in  the  one 
case  and  gr.  of  strychnine  in  the  other.  There  is  7  per 
cent,  of  manganese  and  14  per  cent,  of  iron  citrate  present 
in  each  of  the  scale-preparations,  which  may  therefore  be 
administered  in  doses  of  from  3  to  10  gr.  in  the  quinine  com- 
bination, and  in  doses  of  from  1  to  3  gr.  in  the  strychnine 
combination.  The  scale-preparations  are  put  up  in  1-oz.  and 
4-oz.  w.m.  amber  bottles,  and  the  "  tabloids  "  are  in  bottles 
of  25  and  100. 

P.A.T  A.  Year-book. 

In  crimson  covers,  measuring  8£  inches  by  5g  inches,  and 
containing  over  130  pages,  this  fledgling  of  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association  will  after  this  date  be  a  familiar 
object  at  every  retail  chemist's  desk.  The  prefatory  matter 
is  a  historical  sketch  of  the  anti-cutting  movement  under 
P.A.T. A.  regis,  this  concluding  with  a  pronouncement  on 
substitution,  the  prevention  of  which  is  one  of  the  objects  of 
the  Asssociation.  Then  follows  a  list  of  145  firms  whose 
articles  are  on  the  P.A.T.A.  protected  list,  and  the  solid 
accompaniment  to  this  is  a  section  of  fifty-four  pages,  half 
being  the  names,  with  advertised  prices,  minimum  retail- 
prices,  and  minimum  wholesale-prices  of  protected  articles ; 
the  other  half  being  blank  pages  for  additions  which  may  be 
made  in  the  course  of  the  year.  This  is  the  nut-kernel,  but 
there  is  a  useful  arillus  of  other  information.  The  Year- 
book strikes  us  as  a  success,  and  copies  of  it  may  be  obtained 
from  the  offices  at  184  Temple  Chambers,  Temple  Avenue, 
London,  E.C.  It  is  from  the  press  of  Messrs.  James  Townsend 
&  Sons,  Little  Queen  Street,  Exeter. 

A  Tropical  Clinical  Thermometer. 

Dr.  F.  A.  Baldwin,  Protectorate  surgeon,  McCarthy's  Island, 
Gambia,  West  Africa,  writes  us  the  following  interesting 
letter : 

It  frequently  happens  that  a  surgeon  in  the  Gambia  Protectorate 
li£.s  to  take  the  temperature  of  a  patient  when  the  atmospheric 
temperature  is  greater  than  that  of  the  patient.  Given  an  atmo- 
spheric temperature  of,  say,  104°,  and  a  patient  with  a  tempera- 
ture of,  siy,  101°,  the  question  arises:  How  is  one  to  record  it 
with  an   ordinary   clinical  thermometer— which  is,  of  course, 


registering  104°,  the  atmospheric,  and  cannot  be  shaken  down 
below  that '?  For  this  purpose,  Messrs.  F.  Darton  &  Co.,  manu- 
facturing opticians,  142  St.  John  Street,  Clerkenwell,  E.C,  have 
made,  at  my  suggestion,  a  tropical  clinical  thermometer  having 
the  following  points:  (1)  shaft  6  inches  long,  (2)  open  scale, 
(3)  non-prismatic,  (4)  no  stricture  or  bend  to  prevent  the  mercury 
running  down,  (5)  large  capillary  tube,  and  (6)  a  vacuum  bulb  at 
the  distal  end  to  take  up  4°  or  5°  of  expansion.  The  advantages 
of  this  thermometer  being:  (1)  it  can  be  read  in  the  patient's 
mouth  or  axilla  without  removal;  (2)  open  scale  for  the  same 
purpose  ;  (3)  non-prismatic,  so  as  to  be  read  at  any  angle  it  may 
have  turned  towards  you ;  (4)  no  stricture  or  bend  (this  practically 
makes  it  a  minimum  thermometer —so  that,  when  taken  from  an 
atmosphere  standing  at,  say,  104°,  the  mercury  will  drop  to  the 
cooler  temperature  of  the  patient  at,  say,  101°) ;  (5)  the  large 
calibre  of  the  tube  facilitates  this  ;  and  (6)  the  vacuum  bulb  at 
the  distal  end  to  take  up  4°  or  5°  of  expansion  is  to  prevent 
bursting  (Government  travelling  commissioners  have  reported  to 
me  that  their  ordinary  clinical  thermometers  have  burst  occa- 
sionally, owing  to  the  temperature  sometimes  rising  to  110°  and 
over).  This  thermometer  is  thus  suitable  in  all  lr.gh  tropical 
temperatures,  and  is  equally  suitable  in  tempsrate  climates.  It 
requires  no  shaking  down. 

We  have  quoted  Dr.  Bald win's  letter,  as  it  presents  the 
matter  so  well.  Messrs.  Darton  send  out  the  thermometers 
only  after  they  have  matured  six  months  before  graduation. 
They  are  well  made,  and  are  stronger  thin  ordinary 
'•clinicals." 


Mr.  Max  Philipon,  3  Savage  Gardens,  London,  E.C,  has 
been  appointed  selling  agent  for  Messrs.  J.  Jakson  &  Co.'s 
Mitcham  oils  of  peppermint,  lavender,  &c. 

Cheap  Soaps. — -We  have  received  from  the  Erasmic  Com- 
pany (Limited),  Bank  Quay,  Warrington,  samples  of  then- 
new  "  Duchess"  toilet-soap  in  cakes  to  retail  at  2d.  each. 
These  are  nicely  produced,  well  finished,  and  boxed  six 
tablets  in  a  box.  They  are  undoubtedly  good  value  for  the 
money,  especially  seeing  that  the  company  are  prepared  to 
send  six  assorted  tablets  post  free,  on  receipt  of  9d.  in 
stamps,  to  any  of  our  subscribers  who  care  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  offer. 


SPIRIT= DRAWBACK. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Associated  Chamberslof  Commerce  held 
at  the  Whitehall  Rooms,  W.C.,  on  Thursday,  March  10,  Mr. 
Ivan  Levinstein  submitted  the  following  motion  : 

Having  regard  to  the  great  advantages  resulting  from  the 
extensive  employment  of  untaxed  alcohol  for  industrial  purposes, 
and  for  the  generation  of  power  abroad,  this  Association  is  con- 
vinced that  the  retention  of  the  existing  duty  on  alcohol  for  such 
purposes  is  a  very  seiiims  obstacle  to  the  progress  of  British, 
industry,  and  that  a  letter  be  forthwith  addressed  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  asking  him,to  recnive  a  deputation  on 
an  early  date  for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating  to  him  the 
importance  and  urgency  of  exempting  from  duty  alcohol  for 
industrial  uses, 

Mr.  Levinstein  spoke  strongly  about  the  employment  on 
the  Continent  and  the  increasingly  probable  u^e  here  of 
suitably  denatured  alcohol  for  motors,  heatiug  and  lighting 
purposes. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer,  in  seconding  on  behalf  of  the  London 
Chamber,  referred  to  his  recent  paper  and  instanced,  with 
visible  effect  on  the  audience  of  business  men,  the  disparity 
in  the  values  of  alcohol  in  Great  Britain  and  Germany. 

The  motion  was  adopted  amidst  cries  of  "  Agreed  !  " 

The  meeting  afterwards  discussed  approvingly  resolutions 
relating  to  the  metric  system. 


Hill  Evans  &  Co.  (Limited).— The  report  of  this  well- 
known  Worcester  Vinegar  Company,  for  1903,  states  that 
after  paying  interest  on  the  first  mortgage  debenture  stock, 
the  first  half-year's  dividend  on  preference  shares  and  interim 
dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares,  there  is  a  balance  of  10,827/. 
The  directors  recommend  placing  to  reserve  fund  950/.,  and 
to  reserve  for  premium  on  first  mortgage  debenture  stock 
150/.,  payment  of  a  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares,  making 
10  per  cent,  for  the  year,  placing  to  special  development 
account  750/ ,  leaving  to  be  carried  forward  2  777/. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of 
(Breat  Britain, 

EVENING  MEETING. 

THE  last  evening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  on  March  8,  the  President 
<Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins)  in  the  chair.  There  was  an  attendance  of 
about  fifty,  Messrs.  Harrington,  Hills,  and  Robinson  being 
■the  Councillors  present. 

The  President,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  referred  to 
•the  increased  interest  displayed  in  the  scientific  meetings, 
and  said  the  next  occasion  for  a  social  function  would  be 
May  18,  when  it  is  hoped  to  get  together  an  exhibition  of 
physical  apparatus.  Introducing  Mr.  H.  Finnemore,  the 
President  said  that  now  he  is  a  pharmacist  at  Guy's 
Hospital  it  is  gratifying  to  find  Mr.  Finnemore  has  not  cut 
•his  connection  with  his  old  colleagues. 
Mr.  Finnemore  then  read  his  paper  on 

Some  Spurious  Virginian  Prune  Barks. 

There  was  delivered  some  time  ago  a  parcel  of  14  lbs. 
of  cortex  pruni  vi'ginian;e,  in  No.  20  powder,  to  the  pharma- 
ceutical department  of  Guy's  Hospital,  which  on  moistening 
with  water  gave  no  odour  of  benzaldehyde  and  was  also  devoid 
of  aromatic  taste  as  required  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  bad  a  harder  feel  when  rubbed  between  the  fingers. 
Another  sample  of  the  powdered  bark  in  stock  similarly  did 
not  answer  the  pharmacopceial  requirements.  Mr.  Finnemore 
then  set  himself  to  work  with  the  microscope  to  find  out 
what  the  powder  was,  and  Discovered  several  features  that 
distinguished  the  bark  from  genuine  Prunvs  serotina.  The 
•chief  characteristics  of  the  spurious  bark  are  that  it  has  a 
fibrous  fracture,  has  fewer  lenticels,  no  aromatic  odour  or 
taste,  and  the  "  groups  of  sclerenchymatous  cells  of  charac- 
teristic shape "  required  by  the  Pharmacopoeia  are  absent, 
but  the  presence  of  sclerenchymatous  fibres  was  noted,  the 
last-named  constituting  the  chief  diagnostic  character  of  the 
spurious  bark.  For  this  reason  Mr.  Finnemore  proposes  the 
following  addition  to  the  B.P.  monograph:  "When  the 
powder  is  covered  with  phloroglucin  and  hydrochloric  acid, 
no  abundance  of  sclerenchymatous  fibres  should  be  observed 
under  the  microscope." 

The  spurious  bark  is  allied  to  Primus  Avium  but  not  identi- 
cal. Syrups  made  from  the  bark  were  darker  in  colour  than 
the  official  syrup,  and  devoid  of  aromatic  taste  and  odour. 
Moreover,  the  syrup  fermented  in  about  three  weeks  after  it 
was  made. 

Lantern  slides  were  used  to  exhibit  the  comparative 
■characteristics  of  the  spurious  and  genuine  barks. 

The  President,  in  opening  the  discussion,  said  that, 
although  the  results  were  negative,  they  were  valuable  as 
showing  that  the  inquiry  must  be  pursued  as  to  "  what  is 
true." 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  said  the  paper  showed  how  important 
it  is  to  have  competent  pharmac:sts  in  charge  of  the 
pharmaceutical  departments  of  public  institutions.  The 
faculty  of  -careful  observation  which  the  study  of  histology 
brings  out  is  of  great  value  to  the  pharmacist.  The  paper 
originated  from  the  observation  that  the  powder  felt  harsh, 
whereas  the  genuine  drug  has  a  soft  feel.  This  led  to  an 
•investigation  of  the  powder  by  the  microscope,  and  the  dis- 
covery of  certain  valuable  diagnostic  differences. 

Professor  Greenish  said  that  some  years  ago  he  came 
across  several  different  species  of  prunus-bark  and  sent  them 
to  Professor  Bastin,  who  shortly  afterwards  published  a 
paper  on  the  subject  in  America.  Mr.  Finnemore's  paper 
illustrated  the  necessity  that  exists  for  minutely  par- 
ticularising the  characters  of  the  drugs  in  the  Pharmacopoeia. 
Here  was  a  powder  that  had  escaped  the  vigilance  of  whole- 
sale houses  and  got  into  the  retail  trade.  When,  however, 
the  drug  reaches  the  haads  of  one  of  the  Society's  students 
the  substitution  is  detected.  The  histological  details  in  the 
official  monographs  need  t3  be  framed  so  i.s  to  exclude 
possible  substitutes.  Ia  the  case  in  question  the  spurious 
.bark  was  characterised  by  the  presence  of  bast- fibres. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  said  he  was  sure  the  Pharmacopoeia 
Committee  of  the  General  Medical  Council  must  be  much 
indebted  for  such  work  as  Mr.  Finnemore's.    This  research 


showed  that  the  B  P.  description  is  not  enough  to  exclude 
spurious  barks.  Here  is  a  case  that  clearly  shows  there 
should  be  co-operation  between  the  pharmaceutical  and 
medical  professions  in  the  compilation  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 
He  did  not  know  how  long  it  would  take  to  operate  on  the 
authorities,  but  it  was  bound  to  impress  them  in  time,  and 
pharmacists  should  lose  no  opportunity  of  pressing  the  facts 
home. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  again  rising,  said  the  confusion  in  the 
application  of  the  names  of  Primus  virginiana  and  Prunvs 
serotina  may  have  had  something  to  do  with  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  spurious  bark.  He  had  written  to  Professor 
Rusby,  of  New  York,  for  a  specimen  of  Prunus  virginiana, 
but  was  unable  to  obtain  an  authenticated  sample.  The 
paper  shows  there  is  not  much  difficulty  in  distinguishing 
between  the  false  and  genuine  baiks. 

Professor  Greenish  added  that  to  his  mind  an  accurate 
description  to  exclude  all  other  barks  was  of  chief  import- 
ance: the  question  of  botanical  origin  was  of  scientific 
interest,  but  not  of  primary  importance. 

Mr.  Finnemore  acknowledged  his  indebtedness  to  Mr. 
Holmes  for  obtaining  an  unauthenticated  specimen  of 
Primus  virginiana,  or  "  choke  cherry,"  which,  however,  on 
microscopic  examination  turns  out  to  be  probably  Primus 
Pennsylcanica.  The  Pharmacopoeia  is  responsiblejfor  much  of 
the  confusion  of  names  that  exists,  as  prunus  virginianaj 
cortex  is  stated  to  be  the  bark  of  Prunus  serotina. 

A  Supposed  Beilschmiedea  Bark. 
The  President,  in  announcing  that  Miss  Hooper  was 
unable  to  be  present  to  read  her  paper,  said  it  is  one  of  the 
little  ironies  of  life  that  when  one  especially  wants  to  do  a 
certain  thing  or  be  present  at  a  certain  function  sickness 
may  set  in  and  mar  one's  plans.  The  President,  in  calling 
upon  Professor  Greenish  to  read  Miss  Hooper's  paper,  said  it 
was  one  of  the  rare  occasions  upon  which  a  lady  had 
contributed  a  scientific  paper  to  the  evening  meetings  of  the 
Society. 

Professor  Greenish  said  that  some  fifteen  years  ago  Dr. 
Dymock  sent  a  sample  of  bark  from  India  labelled 
"  Beilschmiedea  bark,"  and  as  doubts  were  expressed  by  the 
curator  as  to  the  identity  of  the  specimen,  Miss  Hooper  had 
been  examining  the  bark  with  a  view  to  settling  the  question. 
The  bark  gives  a  froth  with  water,  contains  tannin,  and  the 
microscopa  shows  lines  of  oleo-resin  ducts.  The  presence  of 
crystals  of  calcium  oxalate  and  secreting-glands  in  place  of 
oil-cells  showed  that  the  bark  was  not  beilschmiedea,  and 
did  not  belong  to  N.O.  Lauraeecc.  Chemical  observation 
yielded  a  minute  quantity  of  an  aromatic  substance  and  a 
small  quantity  of  saponin.    No  alkaloid  was  present. 

The  President  said  negative  results  as  disclosed  by  the 
paper  were  of  value  as  leading  to  a  positive  issue. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  gave  the  history  of  the  sample  on 
which  Miss  Hooper  had  been  working.  He  related  how  the 
late  Dr.  Dymock  sent  a  contribution  of  Indian  drugs  to  the 
museum  some  years  ago,  and  although  the  sample  was 
labelled  "  Beilscbmiedea,"  there  were  doubts  as  to  its  identity. 
The  only  other  information  Dr.  Dymock  gave  was  that  the  bark 
is  used  as  a  febrifuge.  The  results  obtained  by  Miss  Hooper 
are  negative,  but  valuable  in  that  they  indicate  that  the 
bark  belongs  either  to  the  Pittosporacem,  Anaeardiaaecc,  or 
McnispermacecB.  He  (the  curator)  bad  since  been  able  from 
Solere  ier's  "  Systematische  Anatomie  "  to  practically  identify 
the  sample  as  Pittos-porum  floribundum.  The  Pdtosporaeeie 
is  a  small  order  containing  about  ninety  species.  But  little 
is  known  of  the  characters  of  the  plants,  but  P.  undulatum 
has  been  examined  and  found  to  contain  a  glucoside — 
perhaps  identical  with  the  saponin  found  by  Miss  Hooper. 

Mr.  Holland  (Assistant  Curator  of  Kew  Museum)  said, 
judging  from  an  examination  with  a  hand-lens,  Mr.  Holmes's 
conclusions  were  correct.  P.  undulatum,  an  Australian 
species,  had  similar  characteristics  to  the  P.  floribundum 
found  in  India.  Another  species  from  Africa  has  much  the 
same  appearance. 

Professor  Wynne  said  Miss  Hooper  would  be  particularly 
gratified  to  find  that  the  sample  has  been  identified,  as  t'le 
work  would  otherwise  have  been  disappointing  if  not  carried 
to  a  successful  issue.  The  small  quantities  of  oil  and  saponin 
present  were  not  enough  to  establish  their  identity. 

Professor  Greenish  explained  that  Miss  Hooper  started 
out  with  the  idea  that  the  bark  was  lauraceovs,  but  the 
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presence  of  oleo-resin  ducts  instead  of  oil-cells  and  the 
large  prisms  of  calcium  oxalate  soon  showed  that  that 
assumption  was  incorrect.  The  tracing  of  the  identity  of  a 
bark  is  one  of  considerable  difficulty,  and  Solereder's  work 
does  not  give  much  assistance.  Botanists  only  deal  as  a 
rule  with  immature  bark,  whereas  pharmacists  have  to 
determine  the  identity  of  barks  of  older  growths.  He  (the 
speaker)  had  suggested  that  the  bark  belonged  either  to 
Anai'ardiacea,  Legumirunce,  or  Pittosporabees,  the  first-named 
appearing  the  most  promising.  He  was  glad  to  hear  that 
Professor  Solereder  had  identified  the  bark,  but  he  (the 
speaker)  was  a  bit  sceptical  as  to  whether  the  bark  is 
P.  jtoribitndum  or  P.  undulation. 

Professor  Wynne  inquired  if  the  particular  saponin  of 
the  Pittosporacece  had  been  identified,  and  Professor 
Greenish  replied  in  the  negative. 

The  President  then,  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
authors  of  the  papers,  invited  the  members  to  adjourn  to 
the  examination-hall  for  refreshments  and  to  see  a  small 
exhibit  of  recent  materia-medica  and  new  apparatus. 

Mr.  Holmes  exhibited  specimens  of  Ipomcea  orizabensis 
(Mexican  or  false  scammony-root),  calumba-root  oil,  mother- 
of-thyme  oil  {Thymus  serpyllum),  a  collection  of  W.  African 
drugs,  such  as  finger-root,  shappo,  sbagarai,  egiitah,  and 
gbango,  as  well  as  a  few  beautifully  mounted  herbarium 
specimens  of  ferns.  One  of  the  last-named  (Cibotum 
Barometz)  yields  a  kind  of  fur  used  as  a  styptic.  The 
physical  apparatus  included  a  new  laboratory  filter-press,  in 
which  is  a  series  of  loose  frames  fitted  with  a  filtering- 
medium,  a  useful  water-motor,  some  vessels  of  a  new 
resistance  glass,  and  Dr.  Walker  Hall's  purinometer  for  the 
clinical  estimation  of  the  total  urinary  purins. 


Xcgal  IReports. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Elliman,  Sons  &  Co.  v.  Louis  Delaware. 
On  March  4  Mr.  Justice  Jelf  granted  an  interim  injunction  in 
an  action  by  Messrs.  Elliman,  Sons  &  Co.,  of  Slough,  to 
restrain  Louis  Delaware,  York  House,  Coldlnrbonr  Lane, 
Camberwell,  an  itinerant  tooth-extractor  and  medicine- 
vendor,  from  representing  (contrary  to  the  fact)  tliat  he  is  in 
possession  of  and  is  able  to  communicate  the  secret  recipes 
of  the  plaintiffs,  from  which  tbey  manufacture  their 
embrocation.  On  March  9  the  defendant  attended  person- 
ally and  consented  to  a  perpetual  injunction,  with  nominal 
damages  and  costs  of  suit  to  be  taxed. 

The  Arsenical  Glucose  Case. 
In  the  King's  Bench  Division  on  Tuesday,  March  8,  Mr. 
Justice  Bruce  gave  his  decision  on  the  question  of  damages 
in  the  case  of  Bostock  v.  Nicholson,  in  which  the  liquidators 
of  Messrs.  Bo-tock  &  Co.  (Limited),  sugar  refiners,  &c, 
Garston,  near  Liverpool,  claimed  damages  185,000/.  (origin- 
ally about  300,000/  )  from  Messrs.  John  Nicholson  &  Sons 
(Limited),  chemical  manufacturers,  Hunslet,  lor  supplying 
them  with  vitriol  containing  arsenic.  The  earlier  stages  of  the 
case  have  been  reported  in  the  C.  D.,  especially  Janu- 
ary 16,  page  76,  and  the  decision  on  the  broad  que?tion  in 
February  6,  page  231.  His  Lordship  in  that  decision  found 
that  there  was  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  goods  by  descrip- 
tion under  the  Sale  of  Goods  Act,  1893.  The  article  sold 
was  best  B.O.V.  commercially  free  from  arsenic,  and  there 
was  an  implied  condition  that  the  goods  should  correspond 
with  the  description.  When  the  defendants  delivered  B.O.V. 
not  commercially  free  from  arsenic  in  March  1900.  there 
was,  therefore,  a  breach  of  contract.  He  now  considered  at 
length  the  various  grounds  upon  which  the  plaintiffs  claimed 
damages,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  not 
entitled  to  special  damage,  as  no  special  circumstances  were 
communicated  to  the  defendants  to  make  them  responsible. 
He  thought  the  loss  occasioned  by  the  material  contaminated 
by  the  acid  was  a  loss  resulting  from  the  breach  of  contract, 
and  decided  that  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  recover  the  whole 
price  of  material  thus  destroyed.  There  weTe  no  special 
circumstances,  in  his  opinion,  to  entitle  the  plaintiffs  to 
claim  special  damages,  and  the  damages  must  therefore  be 
confined  to  the  t;ro  items  he  had  mentioned — first,  the  price 
paid  for  the  impure  acid  ;  and,  secondly,  the  value  of  the 
goods  spoiled  by  its  use.    The  details  of  the  damages 


would  have  to  be  agreed  to  by  counsel  on  both  sides,  and' 
then  referred  to  him. 

Sir  E.  Clarke  :  The  charge  of  fraud  having  failed,  I  ask, 
in  accordarce  with  the  almost  invariable  rule,  that  the 
defendants  should  have  the  costs  of  that  issue.  As  to  the 
damages,  I  think  they  will  amount  to  5,000/.  or  6.000/. 

Mr.  Russell :  I  think  to  about  8  000/. 

After  some  discussion,  his  Lordship  held  the  plaintiffs 
were  to  have  two-thirds  of  their  costs,  and  that  1,000/.  paid 
into  Court  by  the  defendants  and  4  500/.  paid  into  Court  by 
the  plaintiffs  for  security  for  costs,  was  not  to  be  paid  out 
for  three  days. 

In  the  meantime  the  question  of  appeal  will  be  considered 
by  the  defendants. 

Drouet  Treatment. 
The  Lord  Chief  Justice  and  a  special  jury  have  been  engaged 
this  week  in  hearing  evidence  in  an  action  for  damages 
brought  by  a  Dr.  Ddkhyl,  aural  specialist,  178  Holland  Road, 
Kensington,  against  Mr.  Labouchere  for  an  alleged  libel 
published  in  "  Truth  "  on  April  2,  1903.  Dr.  Dakhyl  is  a 
Syrian  by  birth  and  an  M.D.  of  Paris,  but  is  not  regist  ered 
in  this  country  as  a  medical  practitioner.  He  was  for 
thirteen  months  consulting  physician  at  the  Drouet  Institute 
in  London,  after  which  he  started  in  practice  for  himself  in 
Holland  Road,  and  while  there  "Truth  "  attacked  him.  For 
the  plaintiff,  several  colonels  and  one  major-general  of  the 
British  army,  as  well  as  other  witnesses,  gave  evidence  of 
having  been  benefited  by  the  treatment.  Dr.  Dakhyl  himself, 
in  the  witness-box,  explained  how  he  came  to  be  connected 
with  the  Drouet  Institute  in  June,  1901,  when  he 
received  32/.  a  month,  and  so  much  a  patient,  as  head 
physician  of  the  Institute.  Sometimes  he  dictated  as 
many  as  one  hundred  prescriptions  a  day,  the 
drugs  being  sent  from  Paris  and  dispensed  on  the  premises. 
He  was  closely  examined  as  to  the  Institute's  method  of 
prescribing  by  post,  and  he  stated  that  in  some  cases  he 
had  protested  to  the  manager  of  the  Institute  against  ex- 
pressions used  to  some  of  the  patients,  especially  holding 
out  hopes  of  cure  which  were  not  justified.  He  admitted 
that  the  Institute  charge  high  prices  for  medicine,  and  in 
some  cases  he  had  paid  money  out  of  his  own  pocket  in 
order  that  the  patients  should  have  the  medicines  cheaper, 
and  for  the  same  reason  sent  his  prescriptions  to  be  made 
up  at  a  chemist's  near  the  Institute. 

For  the  defence,  past  patients  of  the  Drouet  Institute 
were  called,  and  several  medical  practitioners  who  spoke  of 
cases  which  had  been  treated  at  the  Institute.  Amongst  these 
witnesses  were  Dr.  Pendred  (of  Buckingham),  Dr.  J.  F.  Crombie 
(North  Berwick),  Dr.  Irvine  Pritchard  (King's  College),  Dr. 
Arthur  Cheadle  (King's  College),  and  Mr.  Macleod  Yearsley, 
who,  as  ear-specialists,  stated  that  the  Drouet  treatment 
was  quite  useless  in  several  cases  in  which  hopes  of  recovery 
had  been  held  out  by  the  Institute.  Dr.  A.  P.  Luff,  scientific 
expert  to  the  Home  Office,  was  also  examined  as  to  the 
composition  of  the  Drouet  resolutive  plasters,  which  he 
said  consi-ted  of  a  lead-plaster  and  2  or  3  gr.  of  mercury  in 
each  plaster.  Dr.  Dakhyl's  name  was  on  the  box.  Other 
witnesses  having  been  heard,  the  plaintiff  was  recalled  to 
deny  that  there  is  any  lead  in  the  Drouet  plasters. 

The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff,  with  damages  1,000/. 

Lingner  v.  Schliephak. 
This  case  (reported  in  the  C.  J-  1).,  August  22  and  29,  1903.) 
was  one  of  alleged  passing  off  by  the  defendants  as  '  odol  " 
of  a  preparation  not  made  by  the  plaintiff.  Defendants  denied 
the  passicg-off,  and  the  plaintiff  his  now  abandoned  the 
case. 


County  Court  Case. 

S.  G.  Denton's  Business. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  County  Court  on  Monday,  March  7, 
before  Judge  Edge  and  a  spec'al  jury,  the  case  of  Green- 
wood v.  Denton  (Denton  intervening)  was  heard,  it  being  an 
interpleader  action  in  which  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Denton  sought 
to  restrain  the  plaintiff  Greenwood  levying  an  execution  on 
the  stock  of  S.  G.  Denton  &  Son,  clinical  thermometer 
makers,  &c  at  25  Hatton  Garden,  W.C.,  on  the  ground  that 
that  business  was  hers  and  not  her  son's. 

The  facts,  as  stated  by  counsel,  were  that  Mr.  S.  G.  Denton 
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died  in  1894  without  a  will,  and  the  business  was  carried  on 
by  his  widow  on  behalf  of  herself  and  family.  In  1900  she 
engaged  the  plaintiff  Greenwood,  and  discharged  him  in 
1902,  but  he  recovered  damages  for  wroDgful  dismissal,  which 
she  settled.  On  June  7,  1902,  she  sold  the  business  to  her 
eldest  son,  Walter  J.  Denton,  on  a  basis  of  quarterly  pay- 
ments. The  son  re-engaged  Greenwood  in  his  old  position, 
but  subsequently  discharged  him.  Greenwood  thereupon  took 
action  against  W.  J.  Denton  for  wrongful  dismissal  and  got  a 
verdict  for  3QL  damages  and  costs.  This  was  the  subject  of 
the  present  action,  and  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Denton  it  was 
stated  that  on  March  23,  1903,  her  son  agreed  to  re-sell  the 
business  to  her,  as  he  had  been  unable  to  keep  up  the 
quarterly  payments.  For  Greenwood  it  was  contended  that 
this  selling  and  re-selling  was  a  mere  juggle  to  defeat  him, 
and  that  Mrs.  Denton  had  no  power  as  administratrix  to  buy 
and  sell.  After  argument  and  evidence,  Judge  Edge  said 
the  real  question  for  the  jury  to  decide  was  whether  the  re- 
sale in  March,  1903,  was  genuine  so  far  as  Walter  Denton 
was  concerned.  He  had  legitimately  bought  a  business,  and, 
finding  he  could  not  make  headway,  he  was  entitled  to  sell 
it,  and  if  he  sold  it  it  was  no  business  whose  money  it  was 
or  who  was  the  purchaser,  if  the  sale  was  above-board.  It 
had  been  contended  that  the  claimant  could  not  re-buy  the 
business,  but  he  could  not  hold  that  view  of  the  law.  After 
a  consultation  in  private  the  jury  said  they  considered  the 
sale  in  March  a  genuine  one,  which  his  Honour  said  was 
tantamount  to  a  verdict  for  Mrs.  Denton,  and  he  entered 
judgment  for  her,  with  costs  against  Greenwood. 


bankruptcies  anfc  failures. 


Be  Alfred  Cartwright,  Alrewas,  lately  residing  at  8  George 
Street,  Burton,  Analytical  Chemist. — At  Derby,  on  March  5,  a 
meeting  was  held  of  the  creditors  in  this  case.  The  gross  liabili- 
ties amount  to  293?.  13s.  3(Z.,  all  of  which  is  expected  to  rank  for 
dividend.  There  are  no  assets.  The  debtor  alleges  loss  of 
employment  through  changes  in  the  brewery  industry  as  the 
•cause  of  his  failure.  The  estate  remains  in  the  hands  of  the 
Official  Receiver. 

Be  George  Valentine  Chapman  Last,  formerly  in  business 
in  Holt  Road,  Liverpool,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. — At  the  Liver- 
pool Bankruptcy  Court,  on  March  4,  before  his  Honour  Judge 
Collier,  debtor  applied  for  his  discharge.  The  Assistant  Official 
Receiver  read  a  report  o£  the  bankruptcy,  which  stated  that  the 
receiving-order  was  made  on  August  21,  1903,  on  a  creditor's 
petition.  According  to  the  statement  of  affairs,  the  liabilities 
amounted  to  471?.  14s.  lid.,  and  the  assets  realised  40/.  2s.  6(2.  No 
dividend  had  been  paid  to  creditors.  The  bankruptcy,  according 
to  the  report,  was  brought  about  as  the  result  of  an  accident  in 
•connection  with  the  sale  of  a  defective  indiarubber  hot-water 
bottle.  The  circumstances  of  the  cise  will  be  recalled  by  C.  &  D. 
readers.  An  action  for  damages  was  brought,  and  a  verdict  was 
given  against  the  debtor  for  40?.,  and  costs.  After  notice  of  claim 
had  been  made  before  the  trial  of  the  action  the  bankrupt  sold  his 
business  to  his  mother  in  consideration,  as  he  stated,  of  money 
which  he  obtained  from  her  on  a  promissory  note.  After  the  sale 
he  acted  as  manager  of  the  business  for  his  mother.  It  was  sug- 
gested on  behalf  cf  the  petitioning  creditors  that  the  discharge 
should  be  suspended  until  the  bankrupt  had  paid  10s.  in  the 
pound;  but  his  Honour  pointed  out  that  there  was  little  prospect 
of  the  bankrupt  being  able  to  do  that.  He  considered  that  the 
bankruptcy  was  largely  due  to  misfortune,  and  he  would  therefore 
grant  the  bankrupt  his  discharge,  but  suspended  it  for  two  years. 


<5a3ette* 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Mumford,  A.  A.,  anl  Woodcock,  O.  H.,  Blanchester, 
physicians  and  suigecn?. 

Taylor,  M.  H.,  and  Jameson,  T.  E.,  under  the  style  of  Drs. 
Taylor  and  Jameson,  Richmond,  Surrey,  general  medical 
practitioners. 

Wingate-Saul,  W.  W.,  and  IWannix,  P.  F.,  Lancaster, 
physicians  and  surgeons. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Okder. 

Havard,  Thomas,  Nantyglo,  Monmouthshire,  mineral- water 
manufacturer. 


festivities. 


Our  Annual  Social. 

The  staff  at  42  Cannon  Street,  E.C.,  had  a  concert  and 
dance  at  Seyd's  Hotel  on  Friday  evening,  March  4.  Fifty 
couples  showed  by  their  enjoyment  that  42  Cannon  Street 
has  terpsichorean  merit  as  well  as  business  "go."  At  the 
supper  the  Publisher  of  the  C.  $  D  gave  the  toast  of  "  The 
Firm,"  and  his  colleague  "The  Ladies,"  the  latter  being 
replied  to  by  the  manager  of  the  Supplement  Department. 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited). 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  directors,  commercial  representa- 
tives, and  departmental  managers  (following  the  annual 
conference)  was  held  at  the  Reform  Club,  Liverpool,  on 
Friday  evening,  March  4,  when  the  directors  entertained  a 
company  numbering  fifty-one,  including  the  solicitor  and 
auditor  to  the  company,  with  three  other  guests.  The  menu 
reflected  great  credit  upon  the  chef  of  the  club,  and  was 
highly  appreciated  by  the  diners.  The  toast  of  "  The  Senior 
Partner"  of  the  now  amalgamated  firms  (Mr.  Edward 
Evans,  D.L.,  now  in  his  eighty-eighth  year)  was  duly 
honoured,  as  were  toasts  of  "  The  Officers  of  the  Company," 
"  The  Commercial  Representatives,"  and  "  The  Liverpool  and 
London  Staffs."  A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent,  and 
greetings  exchanged  by  cable  with  the  Canadian  house,  and 
by  wire  with  Mr.  John  Blyton,  the  late  Manchester  repre- 
sentative, who  was  unfortunately  unable  to  be  present. 

B.  B.  C.  C> 

The  annual  dinner  of  Burgoyne  Burbidges  Cricket  Club 
took  place  at  Kohler's  Restaurant,  Coleman  Street,  EC,  on 
March  4,  Mr.  R.  E.  Taylor  presiding,  with  Mr.  E.  W.  Sellers 
in  the  vice-chair.  After  an  enjoyable  repast  the  loyal  toast 
was  honoured,  and  "  The  Firm,"  "  The  Chairman,"  and  "  The 
Visitors  "  were  successively  toasted.  An  excellent  musical 
programme  was  successfully  carried  out,  humorous  songs 
being  predominant.  A  special  feature  of  the  evening's 
entertainment  was  the  sketch  "  An  Old  English  House, 
Illustrated,"  by  Messrs.  Horrex  and  Corn  well.  In  this  Mr. 
Horrex  burlesqued  the  chief  members  and  employes  of  the 
"  Old  English  House "  (in  which  all  the  company  were 
interested),  and  Mr.  Cornwell  illustrated  the  history  as  ex- 
pounded by  Mr.  Horrex,  with  a  dozen  lightning  sketches. 
The  tenor  solos  of  Mr.  Haley  received  especial  applause,  and 
the  other  artists  included  Messrs.  Brown,  Boielle,  Dealtry, 
T.  W.  F.  Clark,  H.  Clarke,  Arnold,  Cheyne,  and  Zimmer- 
man. Two  pianoforte  solos  were  ably  rendered  by  Mr. 
Fawcett. 

A  Lancashire  Dinner. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  North  -  East  Lancashire 
Chemists'  Association  was  held  at  the  White  Bull  Hotel, 
Blackburn,  on  March  3,  when  some  fifty  members  and  friends 
were  present.  The  dinner  was  followed  by  the  customary 
speechmaking,  interspersed  with  some  very  enjoyable 
musical  items  under  the  chairmanship  of  Councillor  T. 
Critchley  (the  President).  The  usual  loyal  toasts  were  sub- 
mitted by  the  President,  who  afterwards  made  allusion  to 
the  loss  the  Association  had  sustained  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Walter  Farnworth.  Alderman  Shorrock,  in  proposing  "  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society,"  said  there  had  not  been  the  happy- 
time  in  pharmacy  that  was  expected  when  the  Pharmacy 
Act  of  1868  came  into  force.  Ths  business  of  the  chemist 
and  druggist  to-day  is  certainly  not  as  happy  a  one  as  forty 
years  ago.  Perhaps  some  of  the  youDger  members  of  the 
trade  would  not  regard  that  as  encouraging,  but  there  are 
reasons  for  lookiog  forward  to  better  times— something 
will  be  done  in  the  near  future  that  will  strengthen  them  in 
their  trade  and  make  it  more  of  a  profession  than  it  had  been 
for  many  years  past.  He  well  remembered  some  forty  years 
ago  when  something  of  the  kind  was  attempted  by  the 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Association  of  Birmingham.  If  the 
spirit  of  the  Bill  that  organisation  brought  forward  had  been 
carried  out,  he  believed  chemists  and  druggists  would  have 
been  in  a  far  better  position  than  ihey  are  to-day.  He  was 
glad  to  say  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are 
doing  all  they  can  to  promote  1  he  passirjg  of  a  Bill  from 
which  great  things  are  expected.     Commenting  on  the 
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traditional  exclusiveness  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  Mr. 
Shorrock  said  that  during  the  last  ten  years  that  strait- 
lacedness  had  been  broken  through,  and  men  had  been 
elected  upon  the  Council  who  really  had  the  business  of  the 
chemist  and  druggist  at  heart.  Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford  acknow- 
ledged the  toast,  and  said  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  are 
endeavouring  by  all  lhe  means  in  their  power  to  further  the 
interests  of  the  trade.  (Applause.)  Mr.  Gifford  went  on 
to  speak  of  the  value  of  organisation  and  of  his  scheme  by 
which  the  appointment  of  an  organising  secretary  is  to  be 
considered.  He  also  referred  to  the  Society's  school  at 
Bloomsbury  Square  as  typical  of  what  an  educational  estab- 
lishment should  be.  Scientific  development  is  the  key- 
note to  future  success  in  the  drug-trade.  The  public  are 
displaying  a  better  appreciation  of  what  a  qualified  chemist 
means ;  and  the  time  is  approaching  when  the  public  will 
insist  upon  patronising  specially  qualified  chemists  for  their 
special  requirements.  "  The  North-East  Lancashire  Chemists' 
Association  "  was  submitted  by  Mr.  T.  R.  Parkinson,  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Hindle  (Hon.  Secretary)  responded.  Referring  to  the 
election  of  Mr.  Gifford  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  he  said 
he  hoped  that  gentleman  would  allow  himself  to  be  re- 
nominated, and  that  the  members  would  again  carry  his 
candidature  to  a  successful  issue.  Mr.  Wm.  Holt,  in  pro- 
posing "  The  Medical  Profession,"  alluded  to  the  fact  that 
the  British  Medical  Association  have  decided  to  support  the 
chemists  in  their  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Bill,  and  said 
they  all  appreciated  the  support,  the  power,  and  influence 
which  the  Medical  Association  could  exert  on  behalf  of 
chemist'.  Dr.  Cunliffe  replied.  Other  toasts  were  "  The 
Visitors,"  proposed  by  Mr.  E.  Heightorj,  to  which  Mr.  J.  E. 
Parkes  (Evans  &  Co.,  Liverpool)  and  Mr.  J.  I.  Shorrock  (of 
Darwen)  responded,  and  "The  Health  of  the  President." 


£be  jpbarmacp  BUI. 


Drug-store  Keepers  and  the  Bill. 

A MEETING  of  the  members  of  the  Patent-medicine 
Vendors  and  Drug  Stores'  Association  was  held  at 
the  Hotel  Mrtropole,  L^eds,  on  Wednesday,  March  9,  at 
2.30  P.M.,  Mr.  W.  Huntrods,  Leeds  (President),  in  the  chair, 
there  was  a  large  attendance  of  members. 

The  Chairman  congratulated  the  meeting  on  the  splendid 
victory  obtained  in  respect  to  the  Inland  Revenue  con- 
cession, whereby  tbey  were  placed  on  a  level  with  registered 
chemists  and  druggists.  Their  future  work  would  be  in 
opposing  the  Pharmacy  Bill  now  before  Parliament,  but  he 
expressed  the  opinion,  as  the  result  of  interviews  and  cor- 
respondence, that  it  had  not  a  ghost  of  a  chance  of  becoming 
law. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Leggett  (Liverpool),  the  Hon.  Secretary,  re- 
marked that  he  did  not  look  upon  the  Inland  Rerenue  action 
as  a  concession,  but  a  recognition  of  their  rights.  Com- 
menting upon  what  he  called  the  injustice  of  the  Pharmacy 
Bill,  he  pointed  out  that  members  of  that  Association  who 
had  served  a  bond-fide  apprenticeship  to  the  trade,  and  had 
been  engaged  in  it,  in  many  cases  for  upwards  of  twenty- five 
years,  were  now  to  be  prevented  from  selling  any  of  the 
old-established  proprietary  medicines  containing  a  minute 
quantity  of  poison  which  were  sold  forty  years  ago  by  book- 
sellers, stationers,  and  other  licensed  vendors.  The  monopoly 
of  the  sale  of  those  medicines  under  the  plea  of  the  safety 
of  the  public  was  cleverly  brought  about  by  bringing 
chlorodyne  into  the  controversy  with  a  test  case.  The 
gentleman  who  was  responsible  for  that  little  piece  of 
strategy  was  one  of  the  moving  spirits  of  the  proposed 
Pharmacy  Bill. 

Some  informal  conversation  took  place,  and  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted  without  discussion  : 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Vickerman  (Bury),  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Wilson  (Leeds):  "That  the  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Bill, 
1904,  has  been  introduced  solely  in  the  interests  of  the  chemists 
and  druggists  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  meet  the  competition  of  drug-stores  and  drug- 
companies,  and  is  an  attempt  to  oust  drug  store  proprietors  from 
their  business,  and  to  secure  for  themselves  a  monopoly  of  the 
trade." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Barrett  (Leeds),  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Mitchell 
(Leeds) :  "  That  the  benefits  which  have  accrued  in  the  reduction 
in  the  price  and  the  improvement  in  the  quality  of  drugs  have 


resulted  from  the  competition  of  drug-stores,  and  that  the  Bill 
by  creating  a  monopoly,  would  prejudice  the  interests  of  the 
public." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Child  (Leedsl,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Stephenson 
(Leeds):  "That  the  alterations  in  the  law  suggested  by  the  Bill 
as  affecting  the  sale  of  poisons  are  not  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  majority  report  in  1899  of  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  on  Poisons." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Marsh  (Oasett),  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Hardman  (Leeds):  "That  it  would  be  a  grievous  injustice,  and 
one  which  this  meeting  feels  Parliament  will  not  sanction,  to 
prevent  drug-store  proprietors  from  continuing  to  carry  on  the 
business  which  they  have  for  many  years  lawfully  carried  on  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  as  shown  by  the  very  large  support  which 
they  have  received  from  the  public,  including  the  right  of  dis- 
pensing and  compounding  such  medical  prescriptions  as  do|not 
contain  scheduled  poisons." 

Moved  by  Mr.  Simpson  (Manchester),  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Dance  (Leeds)  :  "  That  the  Bill,  if  passed,  will  entail  the  throwing 
out  of  employment  of  a  very  large  body  of  men,  a  large  number  of 
whom  are  qualified  by  regular  apprenticeship,  and  have  been 
recognised  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  as  exempt,  together 
with  the  chemists  and  druggists  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
from  certain  medicine  stamp-duties." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Smith  (Garforth'1,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Vickerman  (Bury)  :  "  That  this  meeting,  representative  of  the 
drug-store  trade,  claims  that  licensed  patent-medicine  vendors 
should  be  authorised  to  sell  as  they  did  prior  to  a  decision  of  the 
Court  in  1892,  and  in  the  same  way  as  chemists  and  druggists  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  all  the  well-known  and  old-established 
proprietary  medicines,  commonly  known  as  patent  medicines, 
even  though  containing  minute  quantities  of  scheduled  poisons, 
and  resents  the  unnecessary  monopoly  so  enjoyed  by  chemists  and 
druggists  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society." 


flew  Companies  &  Company  IFUwe* 


Allen  &  Hanburys  (Africa)  (Limited). — Capital  5,000/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  in  South  Africa  or  elsewhere 
the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers 
in  the  specialities  of  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited),  manufacturers 
and  vendors  of  other  preparations  and  articles,  &c.  The  first  sub- 
scribers are:  C.  Hanbury,  37  Lombard  Street,  E.C.,  M.R.C  S. ; 
F.  J.  Hanbury,  37  Lombard  Street,  E.C.,  pharmaceutical  chemist  ; 
W.  R.  Dodd,  37  Lombard  Street,  E  C,  pharmaceutical  chemist  ; 
R.  J.  Hanbury,  Stainforth  House,  Upper  Clapton,  N.E.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R  OP. ;  F.  C.  Hanbury,  96  Clapton  Common,  N.E.,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist;  J.  Netherivay,  37  Lombard  Street,  E.C., 
chartered  secretary;  and  A.  A.  Head,  27  Cornhill,  E.C.,  under- 
writer. No  initial  public  issue.  The  directors  for  the  time  being 
of  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited)  are  to  be  the  directors  of  this 
company,  the  present  board  consisting  of  C.  Hanbury,  F.  J. 
Hanbury,  and  W.  R.  Dodd.  Registered  office,  Plough  Court, 
37  Lombard  Street,  E.C. 

Allen  &  Hanburys  (Australasia)  (Limited).  —  Capital 
5,000/, ,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  (except  as  to  locality)  and  all  other 
particulars  are  the  same  as  in  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Africa) 
(Limited),  q.v. 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited).— The  second 
ordinary  general  meeting  of  this  company  was  held  at  the 
Law  Association  Rooms,  Liverpool,  on  March  4,  the  Chairman 
of  directors  (Mr.  John  J.  Evans)  presiding.  There  was  a 
good  attendance.  The  report  of  the  directors,  with  the 
profit- and-loss  account  and  balance-sheet  for  1903  (see 
C.  $  D.,  March  5,  page  391),  was  submitted  and  adopted.  It 
was  decided  that  a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  12|  per  cent,  per 
annum  for  the  half-year  ending  December  31  last,  making, 
with  the  interim  dividend  of  10  per  cent,  paid  in  July  last, 
11 J  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares  for  the  year  1903,  free 
of  income-tax,  be  declared  and  paid  forthwith.  The  auditors, 
Messrs.  Chalmers,  Wade  &  Co.,  Liverpool  and  London,  were 
reappointed.  After  the  ordinary  general  meeting  an  extra- 
ordicary  general  meeting  was  held,  at  which  certain  altera- 
tions of,  and  additions  to,  the  articles  of  association  of  the 
company  were  submitted.  These  referred  to  the  transmission 
of  ordinary  shares,  the  adoption  of  the  "  Forged  Transfer 
Act,"  and  the  interim  election  of  a  director  to  fill  a  casual 
vacancy,  or  as  an  addition  to  the  Board,  being  made,  subject 
to  the  confirmation  of  the  next  ordinary  general  meeting. 
The  Chairman  moved  the  adoption  of  these  alterations  and 
additions,  and  the  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 
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THE  following  is  a  selection  from  letters  received  in  regard 
to  the  preliminary  note  by  Dr.  Dobbin  as  to  what 
method  of  determining  melting-points  should  be  included  in 
the  British  Pharmacopceia  (see  C.  D.,  March  5,  page  403). 
The  present  official  method  is  described  on  page  436  of  the 
B.P.,  and  consists  in  placing  a  minute  fragment  of  the 
substance  in  a  thin-walled  glass  tube  1  mm.  inside  diameter, 
attaching  the  tube  to  a  thermometer,  heating  both  in  a 
suitable  liquid  until  the  solid  melts,  cooling,  and  heating 
again,  the  latter  beiDg  taken  as  the  melting-point. 
Dr.  Dobbin  has  suggested  that — 

(1)  The  substance  should  be  at  first  dried ; 

(2)  The  correction  for  immersion  or  non-immersion  of  mercury 
column  is  unnecessary  for  B.P.  purposes ;  and 

(3)  It  might  suffice  to  require  that  the  Centigrade  thermometer 
employed  shall  be  of  a  specified  length  between  0°  and  300°  ;  that 
it  shall  be  immerEed  to  a  specified  depth  in  the  hot  liquid  when  a 
melting-point  determination  is  being  made;  and  that,  prior  to  its 
beirg  used,  it  shall  have  been  compared  with  a  standard  thermo- 
meter and  provided  with  a  table  of  corrections. 

The  object  of  the  publication  of  Dr.  Dobbin's  note  was 
to  elicit  the  opinion  of  experts — academic,  analytical,  and 
manufacturing— before  any  charjge  is  made  on  the  present 
method. 

Sir  William  Bamsay,  K.C.B.,  FR.S ,  has  no  observation 
to  make  at  present. 

Messrs.  May  &  Baher  (Limited)  quite  agree  with  Dr. 
Dobbin's  suggestions. 

Mr.  C.  Simmonds,  B.Se.,  of  the  Government  Laboratory, 
to  whom  Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe  has  referred  the  matter,  writes  : 

There  is  no  doubt  that  drying  a  substanca  before  taking  its 
melting-point  is  often  an  important  matter,  and  this  precaution 
might  well  be  mentioned  in  the  Pharmacopceia.  It  may  be  noted 
in  passing  that  the  melting,  cooling,  and  re-melting  described  in 
the  official  method  would,  in  the  case  of  substances  which  show 
the  phenomenon  of  a  double  melting-point  (e.g.,  certain  gly  cerides), 
give  the  lower  of  the  two  points  as  "  the  "  melting-point  of  the 
material. 

As  regards  employing  the  temperature  correction  for  the 
emergent  mercury  column,  much,  of  course,  depends  upon  the 
object  for  which  the  melting-point  is  wanted.  If  we  wish  merely 
to  distinguish  between  two  substances  whose  melting-points  are 
widely  different— say,  for  instance,  phenacetin  (135  )  and  acetani- 
lide  (113°  5) — it  would  be  absurd  to  take  the  trouble  of  making 
the  temperature-correction.  But  in  case3  where  it  is  required  to 
obtain  the  melting-point  accurately  as  an  indication  of  the  purity 
of  the  material,  or  where  the  object  is  to  discriminate  between  two 
substances  having  nearly  the  same  m=lting-poiuts,  it  is  surely  well 
to  apply  the  correction,  if  only  tj  eliminate  as  far  as  practicable 
the  known  sources  of  error.  It  must,  however,  be  admitted  that 
even  in  such  cases  the  correction  would  be  of  little  value  unless 
a  thermometer  were  used  which  had  a  much  more  open  scale  than 
would  be  found  on  an  instrument  of  ordinary  length  with  a  range 
of  0°  to  30u°  C.  Where  the  use  of  such  a  thermometer  gives 
results  sufficiently  accurate  for  the  end  in  view,  the  temperature- 
correction  may  be  considered  an  unnecessary  refinement. 

It  would  be  of  interest  to  know  the  precise  effect  which  differ- 
ences in  the  rate  of  increase  of  the  temperature  of  the  bath 
produce  upon  the  melting-points  of  various  substinces.  That 
this  factor  has  some  influence  is  well  known.  What  it  would  be 
desirable  to  learn  is  in  what  cases,  or  under  what  conditions,  the 
effect  is  great  enough  to  be  practically  important. 

Professor  F.  Stanley  Kipping,  F.R.8.,  says  : 

If  the  ordinaty  precautions  are  taken,  melting-point  deter- 
minations doubtless  vary  to  some  extent  in  the  hands  of  different 
observers,  but  this  is  not  a  matter  of  very  great  importance. 
If  it  is  a  question  of  purity,  the  manner  in  which  the  substance 
fuses  generally  affords  surer  indications  of  the  presence  of  foreign 
substances  than  a  comparison  o£  the  observed  with  the  recorded 
melting-point.  If,  again,  it  is  a  question  of  identity,  there  are 
many  other  ways  of  fettling  the  matter  which  are  far  more 
reliable  than  a  mere  melting-point  determination. 

Mr.  D.  Lloyd,  Howard,  F.C.S.,  writing  on  behalf  of  Messrs. 
Howards  &  Sons  (Limited),  Stratford,  says : 

We  quite  agree  that  tke  method  first  described,  involving  the 
•use  of  considerable  quantities  of  the  substances  under  examination, 
is  unsuitable  for  general  use.  We  would  strongly  urge  the 
necessity  of  thorough  drying  of  the  substance  tested,  preferably 
after  powdering,  and  we  would  draw  attention  to  th)  danger  of 
-erroneous  results  incurred  by  the  re  m  ilting  process  owing  to 
partial  decomposition— e.g.,  in  the  case  of  cocaine  hydrochloride. 
We  cannot  quite  agree  with  Dr.  Dobbin  thit  the  instruction  for 


the  correction  of  thermometers  indicates  a  "  straining  after  a 
high  degree  of  precision,  &c,"  as,  if  proper  precautions  are 
observed  in  drying  samples  before  testing,  we  consider  that  the 
use  of  the  correction  would  give  results  comparable  with  those 
obtained  by  chemists  who  are  not  pharmacists,  and  who  would  not 
necessarily  b9  using  the  particular  type  of  thermometer  specified  ; 
for,  although  the  results  obtained  by  a  number  of  observers  all 
using  the  sann  type  of  thermometer  might  be  comparable 
among  themselves,  and  would  all  be  approximately  a  known 
amount  below  the  correct  figure,  this  known  amount  would  be 
different  for  each  different  temperature,  and  a  new  (and,  in  our 
opinion,  unnecessary)  series  of  melting-points  would  be  introduced. 

Again,  it  must  be  remembered  that  a  difference  of  1°  C  in  the 
melting-point  m»y  in  some  cases  indicate  the  presence  of  an 
appreciable  amount  of  impurity. 

(Other  letters  next  week.) 


Stampe^meMcme  iRotea. 


"Bile"  is  an  Ailment. 

Owing  to  the  uncertainty  as  to  whether  "bile"  is  to  be 
considered  as  a  part  or  an  ailment  of  the  body,  we  asked  the 
Board  how  they  are  in  the  habit  of  regarding  it,  and  have 
received  the  following  reply  : 

S_  22024  Inland  Bevenue, 

19C4  Somerset  House,  London,  W.C., 

March  7,  1904. 

Sin, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  I  am  directed 
by  ihe  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  inform  you  that,  in  their 
opinion,  the  use  of  the  title  "  bile-pills  "  would  involve  liability  to 
medicine  stamp-duty. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  E.  Stoodley, 
The  Editor,  Secretary. 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

The  Exemption  not  Retrospective. 

Messrs.  Cummings  Brothers,  of  Dundee,  favour  us  with 
the  subjoined  copy  of  a  letter  they  have  received  giviDg  the 
Board's  final  decision  about  a  penalty  of  10s.  paid  thirteen 
years  ago  in  respect  to  glyceiin-and-codeine  jelly  : 
To  Cummings  Brothers  : 

No.  28282  S  London, 

March  2,  1904. 

Sir, — The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  having  had  under  further 
consideration  your  application  for  a  refund  of  the  penalty  paid  by 
you  and  accepted  by  them  in  1891  as  a  condition  of  settling  your 
case  out  of  court,  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  they  abide 
by  their  previous  decision  not  to  make  any  repayment. 

The  Board  direct  me  to  explain  that  where  a  judicial  decision 
is  given  which  modifies  the  interpretation  previously  placed  on  a 
provision  in  the  Staup  Acts,  it  is  their  invariable  practice, 
whether  the  new  interpretation  be  to  the  advantage  or  the  dis- 
advantage of  the  Revenue,  to  hold  that  it  neither  requires  nor 
authorises  them  to  reopen  cases  which  have  been  already  decided 
in  accordance  with  the  interpretation  previously  placed  on  the 
statutes. 

This  practice  obtains  except  only  in  cases  where,  in  view  of  an 
anticipated  reference  to  the  Courts,  a  settlement  has  been  made 
on  the  understanding  that  it  shall  be  revised  in  the  event 
of  the  Courts  giving  a  new  reading  to  the  law. 

I  am,  &c, 

E.  E.  Stoodley. 


Salt  Union^  (Limited). — The  directors  recommend  a 
dividend  of  Gs.  per  share  (5  psr  cent.)  on  the  preference 
shares,  placing  15.000/.  to  depreciation  reserve  ana  carrying 
forward  2,700/. 

Spratt's  Patent  (Limited). — The  report  for  the  past 
year  states  that  there  is  a  net  balance  of  34,287/.  The 
directors  recommend  a  dividend  for  the  second  six  months 
at  the  rate  of  10s.  per  ordinary  share,  makiDg,  with  the 
interim  dividend,  16  per  cent,  for  the  year,  leavirg  to  be 
carried  forward  10,287/. 

Aberdeen  Combworks  Company  (Limited). — The  report 
for  1903  states  that  the  profit  for  the  year,  after  paying 
managing  directors'  salaries  and  directors'  fees,  and  pro- 
viding 1,700/.  for  abatements  and  2,100/.  for  depreciation, 
amounts  to  10,127/.  There  was  brought  forward  123/., 
making  10,250/.  The  directors  recommend  a  dividend  at  the 
rate  of  4|  per  c  nt.  per  annum  on  the  ordinary  shares 
carry iDg  forward  99/. 


March  12,  1904 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


435 


pbotoorapbic  motea. 

By  a  Pharmaceutical  Camerist. 
New  List. 

I  have  just  received  a  copy  of  the  new  list  issued  by  Mr. 
Jonathan  Fallowfield,  146  ChariDg  Cross  Road,  W.  It  is  a 
thick  affair,  and  runs  to  1,040  pages,  in  which  are  included 
most  things  photographic. 

Ensign- Vidil  Films. 

Messrs.  Geo.  Houghton  &  Son  (Limited),  88  and  89 
High  Holborn,  W.O.,  are  pushing  the  Ensign- Yidil  films  in  a 
•very  energetic  manner.  The  company  are  offering  to  fit 
to  customers'  cameras  free  of  charge  during  March  an 
Ensign-Vidil  focussing-attachment.  This  hood  allows  the 
photographer  to  focus  each  subject,  the  transparent  piece 
of  film  between  each  exposure  in  an  Ensign-Yidil  film  being 
adapted  for  this.  The  price  of  the  film  is  now  the  same  as 
the  ordinary  Ensign  film,  and  an  offer  is  made  to  dealers  to 
supply  a  free  sample  for  trial. 

Novelties  from  Birmingham. 

Mr.  W.  Tylar,  41  High  Street,  Aston,  Birmingham,  is 
known  in  the  photographic  world  by  the  useful  nicknacks 
he  introduces  from  time  to  time.  Some  of  the  latest  of 
these  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  this  week. 
The  amateur's  spotting-out  and  retouching  palette  is  a  small 
china  {.alette  upon  which  are  seven  different  dabs  of  colours, 
ranging  from  white  to  blue-black.  A  brush  is  also  supplied  ; 
the  outfit,  which  sells  at  Is  ,  being  all  that  is  necessary  for 
spotting  out  defects  in  tegatives  or  prints,  blocking-out 
skies  or  retouching  enlargements.  Ferro-bleach  is  a  liquid  for 
writing  on  ferro-prussiate  paper ;  a  few  seconds  after  writing 
the  blue  of  the  paper  turns  to  white.  Of  a  different  nature, 
but  for  a  similar  purpose,  is  Tylai's  white  ink,  a  white  liquid 
used  for  namiDg  lantern-slides.  It  can  be  used  with  an 
ordinary  steel  pen.  I  am  also  reminded  that  Tjlai's  "Art 
of  Photographic  Dodging"  has  just  keen  re-it  sued  in  an 
improved  form  and  that  Mr.  Tylar  is  a  sp  cial  agent  for  the 
asbestine  safety  night-light,  which  has  its  uses  in  photo- 
graphy as  well  as  in  the  woild  where  the  baby  reigns 
supreme. 

The  King  of  Guinea  Cameras' 

is  a  title  which  Messrs.  W.  Butcher  &  Sons,  Camera  House, 
Farringdon  Avenue,  E.C.,  aptly  apply  to  their  "No.  0  Midg 
camera.    It  is  a  hand  camera  for  a  drzen  plates,  the  new- 
features  being  revolving  magnifiers  and  isochromatic  screen, 
the  use  of  an  alumiLium  inner  door  so  that  exposed  plates 


can  be  removed  without  affecting  the  unexposed  plates, 
and  a  new  charging-movement.  The  front  of  the  camera 
is  hinged,  so  as  to  give  easy  access  to  the  working  parts 
of  the  lens.  The  shutter  is  adjustable  to  a  speed  of  from 
one  one-hundredth  of  a  second  to  two  second  s  by  a  simple  turn- 
screw.  The  magnifiers  give  a  range  of  4,  8,  and  12  feet,  and 
are  brought  into  action  by  revolving  the  disc,  upon  which  is 
aho  arranged  tbe  isochromatic  shutter.  The  camera  is  a 
substantially  made  instrument,  tt  e  wood  being  mahogany, 
whilst  the  outside  is  covered  in  good  style.  It  is  certainly 
good  value  for  the  money,  and  dealers  on  the  look-out  for 
new  season's  specialities  should  study  the  advantages 
offered  by  the  "  No.  0  Midg." 


TLHtfce  IReport 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.G. :  March  io. 

A QUIET  tone  rules  on  the  drug  and  chemical  markets, 
but  prices  generally  are  steady,  and  one  or  two  of  the 
more  important  changes  are  in  favour  of  sellers.  Quinine, 
however,  is  an  exception,  and  in  second  hands  the  market  is 
flat  and  lower,  owing  to  offers  from  weak  holders  who  bought 
heavily  for  March  delivery.  According  to  the  statistical 
position  the  article  ought  to  be  dearer.  Cod-liver  oil  is 
unaltered,  buyers  for  the  most  part  continuing  to  hold  aloof. 
Refined  camphor  continues  very  firm,  although  a  quieter 
tone  is  evident.  While  the  great  scarcity  in  the  world's 
markets  continues,  however,  there  is  likely  to  be  no  ap- 
preciable weakness  in  prices.  Opium  continues  dull  of  sale 
here,  but  Smyrna  has  shown  so xe  activity  at  lower  prices. 
There  is  more  doing  in  shellac  for  delivery,  and  prices  have 
advanced  several  shillings.  There  has  been  an  excellent 
demand  for  ipecacuanha,  mostly  for  export,  and  prices  of 
Rio  are  6d.  to  9d.  per  lb.  dearer  than  last  week.  A 
leading  brand  of  otto  of  rose  has  been  advanced,  and, 
in  view  of  the  unrest  in  the  Balkan  States,  prices 
show  an  upward  tendency.  Cassia  oil  has  been  in  fair 
speculative  demand  at  rising  prices;  the  article  seems 
scarce  on  the  spot.  Star-aniseed  oil  is  firm,  but  quiet. 
Some  makers  of  yellow  prussiate  of  potash  have  advanced 
their  prices,  and  an  important  London  company  has  dis- 
continued making  for  the  present.  There  has  been  a  further 
advance  in  crude  carbolic  acid,  and  B.P.  crystals  are  also 
dearer.  Potashes  are  weaker,  owing  to  absence  of  demand 
and  tartaric  acid  is  also  easier.  Pilocarpine  is  lower,  twing 
to  outside  competition.  The  subjoined  table  shows  the 
pr  ncipal  fluctuations  of  the  week: 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

 — 

Acid,  carbolic 
Ipecacuanha 
0.1,  caBsia 

Jaborandi- 

leaves 
Olto  of  rose 
Pot.  pruss. 

flav. 

Acid,  tartaric 
Ginger 

(Cochin) 
Potashes 

Ammonia 

sulphate 
Pilocarpine 
Pimento 
Quinine 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  March  9 :— The  recent  reduction  in  prices  has 
brought  out  further  buyers  of  opium,  and  the  market  in  con- 
sequence show  a  hardening  tendency. 

Hamburg,  March  10:— Ergot  is  firm  at  335m.  per  100 
kilos.,  and  golden  seal  (hydrastis)  is  also  firm  at  1,050m. 
per  100  kilos.  Refined  camphor  is  quiet  at  775m.  per 
100  kilos. 

New  York,  March  10  :—  Business  here  is  quiet.  Opium 
is  slow  of  sale  with  a  continued  easy  tendency  at  #2  85 
per  lb.  for  single  cases.  Ergot  shows  a  firmer  tendency  at 
37c.  per  lb.,  and  menthol  is" unsettled  at,  £5  85  per  lb.  Rio 
and  Cartagena  ipecacuanha  are  boto  firmer  at  §133  per  lb. 
and  £120  respectively.  Coca-leaves  have  advanced  to 
19c.  per  lb.,  and  refined  camphor  continues  to  rise,  93c. 
per  lb.  being  now  quoted. 
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Bergen,  March  9:— The  total  catch  of  cod  for  the  whole 
of  Norway  (including  the  winter  fishing)  now  amounts  to 
7.235,000.  This  has  yielded  2,785  barrels  of  steam-refined 
oil.  At,  the  same  time  last  year  the  total  catch  amounted  to 
2,105  000  cod  and  the  yield  595  barrels  of  oil,  and  in  1902 
the  figures  at  the  corresponding  date  were  11,024,000  cod 
and  6,317  barrels  of  oil.  The  weather  has  been  calm,  but  in 
spite  of  this  the  fishing,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  above 
figures,  has  proved  miserable.  The  quotation  for  best  new 
non-congealing  Lofoten  oil  is  unchanged  at  210s.  per  barrel, 
f.o.b.  Bergen. 

Synthetic  Camphor. 

Business  has  been  done  privately  in  synthetic  camphor  made 
in  London  at  12/.  10s.  per  cwt.  The  works  are  capable  of  pro- 
ducing a  ton  per  week,  and  the  camphor  is,  we  are  informed, 
being  used  by  celluloid  makers.  The  sample  submitted  to  us 
closely  resembles  natural  crude  camphor,  and  has  a  slight  pinene 
odour. 

Cod=Hver  Oil. 

A  report  from  Christiania  dated  March  2  states  that  the  Lofoten 
fisheries  have  not  made  any  progress  during  the  past  week,  but  as 
the  principal  catch  is  usually  made  during  March  the  deficiency 
may  yet  be  made  good.  The  result  of  the  other  fisheries  has  been 
satisfactory.  The  prices  for  liver  rule  high,  while  the  prices  for 
oil  have  already  declined  slightly.  The  result  in  the  Lofotens  so 
far  is  as  follows : 


Coa 

Barrels  of 

Steam- 
refined  Oil 

Barrels  of 
Liver 

March  2, 1904   

March  1,  1903  ... 

March  1,  1902   

February  28, 1901 

257,000 

2,300,000 
2,000,000 

75 

1,605 
2,675 

137 

1,562 
1,760 

The  total  catch  of  cod  for  the  whole  of  Norway,  including  the 
Finmarken  fisheries  before  Christmas,  amounted  to  5,100,000  cod, 
producing  1,894  barrels  of  liver,  and  2,456  barrels  of  steam-refined 
oil.  Finest  non-freezing  medicinal  quality  is  now  quoted  at  from 
215s.  to  220s.  per  barrel. 


Acid,  Carbolic. — The  advance  in  crude  still  continues' 
75  per  cent.  beiDg  now  quoted  up  to  2s.  6d.  per  pal.,  60  per 
cent.  2s ,  and  50  per  cent.  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  9d. ;  40°  C.  B.P. 
detached  crystals  are  now  quoted  3d.  per  lb.  net,  and  a 
considerable  business  has  been  done  lately  at  slightly  under 
this  figure. 

Acid,  Citric. — Firm  at  from  11-Jd.  to  Is.  per  lb. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — Rather  more  business  has  been  done  at 
last  week's  decline.  Foreign  is  now  quoted  Is.  Of  (2.  per  lb., 
and  English  at  Is.  l\d. 

Aniseed. — Russian  continues  slow  of  sale  at  19s.  6d.  to 
20s.  per  cwt.,  and  powder  is  obtainable  at  26s. 

Atbopine  is  quoted  13s.  5^.  per  oz.  net  for  B.P.  sulphate, 
13s.  3d.  net  for  crystals,  natural  P.J.  II.,  and  16s.  net  for  pure 
crystals. 

Calumba. — Fair,  sound,  natural  sorts  are  quoted  16s  ; 
washed  picked  at  45s. ;  and  fine  selected  at  up  to  85s.  per 
cwt. 

Camphor. — The  market  for  refined  continues  very  firm,  but 
a  quieter  tone  is  evident.  Some  refiners  are  willing  to  sell 
small  quantities  of  English  bells  at  4s.,  but  4s.  3d.  and  4s.  6d. 
are  quoted  in  other  directions.  Japanese  tablets  are  held 
firmly  at  3s.  6d.  on  the  spot,  and  J-oz.  tablets  have  been 
sold  at  this  price  ;  1-oz.  sizes  are  scarce ;  for  arrival  the  last 
quotation  was  3s.  2d.,  c.i.f.,  March-April  shipment,  but  no 
business  appears  to  have  been  done  in  this  position.  A 
leading  Japane.-e  house  state  that  they  have  nothing  to  offer, 
and  with  the  United  States,  Germany,  and  France  still 
trying  to  buy  present  prices  are  likely  to  be  maintained  for 
some  time  to  come.  Several  arrivals  have  taken '  plia.ee  this 
week,  but  we  understand  they  are  for  delivery^  against 
contracts.  1  ' 

•  Cascara  Sagrada. — There  is  a  little  inquiry,  and  in  one 
direction  a  small  business  has  been  done  at  77s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
spot,  for  a  parcel,  ex  auction. 


Cocaine. — The  market  for  crude  continues  very  firm,  and 
it  is  said  makers  of  bydrochlor.  are  not  anxious  sellers  at 
present  prices  in  view  of  a  rjrobable  advance. 

Coriander-seed. — Good  sound  Morocco  is  quoted  14«.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  and  Russia  is  obtainable  at  17s.  6d. 

Cumin-seed  is  firm,  Mogador  being  offered  at  from  27s.  6d 
to  28s.  per  cwt. 

Eserine. — The  present  prices  are  :  B.P.  sulphate  and 
salicylate,  6s.  Qcl.  per  gram,  and  pure  crystals  and  other  salts 
7s.  6d.  per  gram,  in  small  lots.    These  prices  are  net. 

Galls. — As  will  be  seen  from  the  drug  statistics,  the 
stock  of  Persian  galls  decreased  during  February  by  about 
one  thousand  packages,  which  should  make  the  position 
better  than  it  has  been  for  some  considerable  time.  A  good 
business  has  been  done  in  all  colours  at  full  prices,  especially 
for  white.  The  following  are  the  present  quotations  :  Blue 
Busreh,  55s.  to  56s. ;  green,  52s.  to  52s.  6d. ;  white,  52s.  to 
53s.  per  cwt.  The  market  is  bare  of  Smyrna  galls,  and  the 
quotations  are  nominal.  Sellers  of  Chinese  ask  54s.  6d.  per  • 
cwt.,  c.i  f. 

Gamboge. — Small  sales  have  been  made  privately  at  from 
14Z.  15s.  to  151.  per  cwt.  for  good  pipe. 

Gum  Arabic. — At  auction  to-day  94  packages  Aden  sold, 
without  reserve,  at  from  2Ls.  to  21s.  &d.  for  common  rather 
small  insoluble,  of  old  import,  and  lis.  6d.  for  dull  red 
pickings.    Karachi-Amrad  sittings  sold  at  16s. 

Homatropine. — The  present  prices  are  lis.  9d.  per  gram, 
net,  for  the  pure ;  and  9s.  10d.,  net,  for  hydrobrom.,  B.P.^ 

Insect-flowers. — In  view  of  the  approaching  consuming 
season,  there  is  some  demand.  Agents  quote  closed  flowers 
at  90s.,  and  open  at  55s.  to  60s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Iodine-preparations. — In  addition  to  those  already 
notified,  the  following  preparations  have  also  been  advanced  : 
Ferri  iodidum,  12s.  per  lb. ;  hyd.  iodid.  rub.,  9s.  Id. ;  virid., 
9s.  4d. ;  plumbi  iodid.,  8s.  Qd. ;  and  sulphuris  iodid.,  12>\  6d. 
per  lb. 

Ipecacuanha. — Since  the  auctions  there  has  been  an 
excellent  demand  for  ipecac,  mostly  for  United  States 
account ;  and  some  60  to  70  bales  of  Rio  (Matto  Grosso) 
have  changed  hands  at  from  4s.  6:1.,  rising  to  5s.  per  lb. 
One  of  the  two  importers  of  Rio  withdrew  from  the  market 
early  in  the  week,  and  it  is  said  the  other  importer  is  not 
anxious  to  sell  even  at  5s.  6d.  For  Cartagena  4s.  3d.  per  lb. 
has  been  paid  for  a  fair  quantity,  and,  although  it  is  reported 
that  the  market  has  been  cleared,  it  would  still  be  possible 
to  obtain  a  little  at  this  price. 

Jaborandi  shows  a  firmer  tendency  at  from  lid.  to  Is. 
per  lb.  for  genuine  small  green  leav§s. 

Liquorice- root. — Decorticated  South  European  is  quoted 
at  37s.  6d.  for  first  quality  whole,  and  25s.  for  No.  2.  Cut 
decorticated  is  quoted  45s  ,  and  No.  2  39s. 

,    Menthol  is  quiet  at  18s.  6d.  per  lb.  spot  for  Kobayashi. 
Some  60  cases  have  arrived  during  the  past  10  days,  but  part 
!  of  it  is  in  transit. 

Myrrh. — A  small  business  has  been  done  at  61.  10s.  for 
picked,  and  11.  is  now  quoted.  Good  siftings  are  quoted 
85s.  per  cwt. 

Nux  Vomica  remains  very  scarce  on  the  spot,  with  perhaps 
a  little  obtainable  at  15s.  for  good  Cochin.  It  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  get  c.i.f.  offers,  and  although  reasonable  bids  have 
been  cabled  out  for  Cochin,  no  confirmation  has  been  forth- 
coming. For  April  shipment  Calcutta  description  is  quoted 
7s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Some  700  bags  have  arrived  from  Madras  this 
week,  but  they  are  in  transit. 

Oil,  Castor — Quiet.  Hull  make  for  prompt  delivery  is 
quoted  191.  10s.  per  ton  in  barrels  for  first  pressing,  and 
111.  10s.  per  ton  for  second  pressing,  ex  wharf  London. 
Belgian  is  quoted  19Z.  7s.  6d.  for  firsti  and  17^.  7s.  3d.  for 
seconds,  ex  wharf.  Finest  medicinal  Italian  in  cases  is 
dffered  at  33s.  per  cwt ,  delivered  ex  wharf  London. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — There  is  no  improvement  in  the  demand 
to  be  reported,  buyers  still  preferring  to  look  on.  Meanwhile 
agents  are  anxious  for  business,  and  their  quotations  vary 
from  213s.  to  215s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  and  upwards  for  new 
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season's  oil.  Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  March  5 
that  no  improvement  in  the  fishing  has  taken  place.  The 
result  of  the  catch  during  the  coming  week,  however,  is  ex- 
pected to  have  a  considerable  influence  on  the  future  of  the 
prospects  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.  The  market  is 
uoalterid  and  very  quiet,  with  no  important  tendency  either 
way — neither  firmness  nor  weakness — finest  new  non  con- 
gealing oil  being  quoted  at  210s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen. 
The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  253  barrels, 
against  634  barrels  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

Oils,  Essential. — The  chief  movement  has  been  in 
Cassia  oil,  and  prices  have  advanced  owing  to  a  fair 
speculative  demand  for  spot  supplies.  Oil  containing  80 
per  cent,  to  85  per  cent.  c.a.  has  been  sold  at  3s.  3d.  per  lb., 
75  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent,  at  3s.,  and  70  per  cent,  to  75 
per  cent,  at  2s.  10^.,  closing  buyers  at  these  figures  on 
Wednesday,  sellers  asking  3s.  6d.,  3s.  3d.,  and  3s.  respec- 
tively. The  article  seems  scarce  on  the  spot,  and  some 
anxiety  has  been  shown  to  buy.  Lemongrass  oil  is  firm  at 
8(2.  per  oz.  on  the  spot,  and  Citronclla  is  quoted  Is.  Id.  in 
drums  and  Is  Zd.  per  lb.  in  cases,  and  for  arrival  business 
has  recently  been  done  at  11  \d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms,  but  ll^d. 
is  now  quoted.  Camphor  oil  is  firmly  held  at  50s.  per  cwt. 
spot  for  genuine.  Clove  oil  is  a  shade  easier  at  from 
5s.  to  5s.  3d.  per  lb.  Star-aniseed  oil  is  firm,  at  5s.  Qd. 
spot.  American  HGH  Peppermint  oil  is  unaltered  at 
14s.  6^.  per  lb.  spot,  with  small  sales  at  this  price,  and  in  one 
or  two  quarters  14s.  9d.  is  askt d.  Amer'ean  in  bulk  is  firm 
at  12s.  net.  Kobayashi  brand  of  Japanese  dementholised 
has  been  sold  at  6s.  9d.  spot,  and  for  shipment  the  extreme 
figure  of  9s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  is  asked.  Eucalyptus  oil  is  firm  at 
Is.  21.  per  lb.  for  B.P.  quality. 

Oil,  Wood. — Supplies  on  the  spot  are  scarce,  holders 
asking  31s.  per  cwt. 

Olibanum. — In  auction  30  cases  batky  garblings  sold  at 
22s.  6d.,  and  tears  at  from  33s.  to  34s. 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  unaltered,  a  few  sales  of 
manufacturing  Salonica  beiDg  reported  at  9s.  9^.  per  lb. 
Persian  is  firm,  but  quiet,  at  12s.  per  lb.  nominally. 

Smyrna,  February  26.— Owing  to  further  concessions  on  the 
part  of  holders,  we  have  to  report  a  very  active  week,  with  sales 
amounting  to  about  300  cases,  practically  all  for  tho  United 
States  markets.  The  business  includes  about  280  cases  old  and 
new  tale  quale,  of  various  grades,  at  from  6s.  11<Z.  to  7s.  <\d. 
per  lb  ,  and  25  case^  choice  tale  quale,  at  from  7s.  5c?.  to  7s.  9c?. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.  It  is  the  general  opinion  that  we  have  now  reached 
bottom  values,  and  unless  our  growing  crop  progresses  favour- 
ably until  maturity,  we  cannot  expect  anything  lower.  Should 
the  present  active  demand  continue  much  longer,  we  may  see  an 
advance  again,  especially  if  cold  weather  sets  in  during  March. 
The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  1,751  cases,  against 
4,842  cases  at  the  same  time  of  last  year.  Fifty-five  cases  of 
Karahissar  have  this  week  been  shipped  to  London.  The  same 
quality  can  be  had  on  the  Smyrna  market  at  7s.  2d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 
The  weather  throughout  the  month  has  been  favourable  for  the 
growing  crop  and  for  the  spring  sowings.  It  is  too  early  to  say 
with  certainty  what  the  outturn  will  be,  but  the  outlook  so  far  is 
for  a  pretty  large  crop  this  year.  The  sales  during  February 
amount  to  400  cases,  370  of  which  were  for  the  United  States  and 
the  balance  for  England  and  the  Continent.  The  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  1,751  cases,  against  4,842  cases  at  the 
same  period  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  1,098  cases,  against 
2,683  cases  in  1903.  The  stock  in  Smyrna  in  first  and  second 
hands  now  amounts  to  3,736  cases,  against  4,961  cases  at  the 
same  period  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople  593  cases,  against 
993  cases. 

Otto  of  Rose.— One  London  agent  has  been  instructed 
to  advance  his  price  Is.  per  Eng  oz.,  and  now  quotes  16s. 
per  Eng.  oz.  for  genuine  otto  with  London  analysis. 

Pilocarpine. — The  makers  have  reduced  their  prices 
and  now  quote  Is.  5:1.  per  gram  for  small  lots  of  hydrochlor. 
or  nitrate,  Is.  3d.  for  5  grams,  and  30s.  6d.  per  oz.  for  1-oz. 
lots.  Pure  is  Is.  lid.  per  gram  for  small  lots,  Is.  3d.  per 
gram  for  5  grams,  and  44s.  61.  per  oz.  for  1-oz.  lots.  All 
these  prices  are  net.  The  above  reduction  appears  to  have 
been  due  to '  outside  "competition  on  the  part  of  a  French 
maker  who  has  now  raised  his  price  for  bottom  qualities  to 
the  level  of  other  makers.  Eavv  material  is,  if  anything, 
tending  firmer. 

Potash,  Prussiate.— Yellow  is  decidedly  firmer,  some 
makers  now  asking  6d.  per  lb— an  advance  of  \d.    It  is 


reported  that  one  of  the  makers — the  Gas  Light  and  Coke 
Company  (who  had  a  large  output)— have  discontinued  the 
manufacture.    The  article  will  probably  go  dearer. 

Potashes  are  easier,  owing  to  the  absence  of  demand. 
New  York  is  quoted  38s.  6:1.,  Canadian  39s.  6d  ,  and  American 
Pearl  41s.  per  cwt. 

Quicksilver. — The  following  statistics  have  been  issued 
by  Mr.  A.  S.  Pickering  : 

Imports. 

1904      1903      1902  1901 

February  (bottles)    622     10,040       5,255  310 

January-February  (bottles)  ...       851     10,722       5,784  5,962 

Exports. 

February  (bottles)    1,293 

January-February  (bottles)  ...  4,547 

Average  price. 


3,952 
4,810 


1,872 
4,731 


1,344 
2,584 


February 


1904 
£8    5  0 


1903 
£8  12  6 


1902  1901 
£8  15   0      £9    2  6 


Quillaia. — Business  has  been  done  at  20s.  6i.  per  cwt. 

Quinine. — The  market  in  second-hands  is  flat  and  lower 
owing  to  the  heavy  tenders  which  have  been  made  for  March 
delivery.  The  consequence  is  that  some  weak  speculators 
in  the  present  unfavourable  position  of  the  market  have 
been  compelled  to  realise.  At  the  close  of  last  week  small 
sales  of  spot  were  made  at  life?,  to  l\\d.,  but  subsequently 
ll^d.  was  accepted  for  spot,  a  decline  of  \d.  per  oz.  on  last 
week's  prices. 

At  the  tender  held  on  March  9  at  Batavia  the  total  quantity 
offered  was  sold — viz.  3,506  kilos,  of  Ed.  II.,  at  an  average  of 
17.30fl.  per  kilo,  (about  equal  to  6.40c.  Amsterdam  unit),  against 
I65H.  per  kilo,  paid  at  the  previous  auction.  The  next  tender  to  be 
held  at  Batavia  will  take  place  on  April  13. 

Saffron. — The  market  is  very  quiet  both  here  and  abroad, 
there  being  very  little  or  no  demand,  holders  quoting  from 
34s.  to  36s.  for  B.P.  quality. 

Shellac. — There  has  been  a  steady  demand  on  the  spot 
at  204s.  to  205s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  TN  orange.  Parcels  mixed 
with  rosin  have  been  sold  at  from  192s.  61.  to  197s.  6d.  for 
free  and  180s.  to  185s.  for  blocky.  Good  and  fine  orange 
marks  continue  scarce  and  wanted,  quotations  ranging  from 
225s.  to  240s.  per  cwt.  Considerably  more  business  has  been 
done  in  "  futures,"  at  higher  prices,  March  delivery  having 
advanced  about  4s.  to  5s.  per  cwt.  since  last  Friday.  The 
business  includes :  March,  198s.  to  203s.  ;  May,  188s.  to 
195s. ;  July,  187s.  to  194s. ;  and  August,  186s.  to  192s.  per 
cwt.  An  auction  was  held  on  Tuesday,  at  which  69  cases 
GAL  circle  unworked  garnet  sold  without  reserve  at  from 
153s.  to  155s.  for  hard  blocky,  and  64  cases  common  button 
were  offered  and  bought  in  at  140s.  for  resinous  dark 
blocky. 

Sparteine. — Sulphate  crystals  is  quoted  2s.  to  2s.  3d.  per 
oz.,  net. 

Spices. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  about  300  packages. 
Jamaica  Ginger  were  offered  of  which  14  barrels  sold  at  44s, 
for  good  washed  part  wormy,  and  33s  for  dark  ;  Cochin  was 
rather  easier,  350  bags  hard  brown  rough  selling  at  23s.,  fair 
washed  rough  at  25s.  to  25s.  6(7,  and  good  26s  to  27s.  6d. 
rough  and  wormy  brown  Calicut  at  22s.,  cuttings  27s  ,  ends 
27s.  6^  ,  and  cat  tips  34s.  A  case  of  bold  selected  Cochin 
sold  at  70s.  Pepper:  in  auction  was  slow,  fair  Singapore 
selling  at  6>bd.,  and  grey  at  6:1.,  fair  Alleppy  was  bought  in 
at  5f<7  to  5S'^.,  and  40  bags  Lampong  sold  without  reserve 
at  5^d.  for  grey.  Superior  white  Singapore  was  bought  in 
at  Is.,  and  60  bags  fine  sold  at  10^d.  Pimento  was  ±d.  to  \d. 
per  lb.  lower,  about  900  bags  of  old  import  selling  without 
reserve  at  3\d.  to  3%d.  for  ordinary  to  fair  mixed  with  blacks, 
good  fair  3§<2.,  and  fair  to  good  (1903  import)  3f«J.  to  3|rf. 
per  lb.  Nutmegs  were  steady,  and  Mace  was  quiet,  ordinary 
to  fair  West  Indian  selling  at  from  Is.  9d  to  Is.  lid.,  and 
pickings  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  Fair  Zanzibar  Clores  (360) 
were  bought  in  at  from  8\d.  to  8hd.  per  lb.,  and  of  42  c^ses 
Penang  offered  14  sold  without  reserve  at  from  8hd.  to  8'\d. 
for  fair  unpicked.  Privately  the  market  for  Zanzibar  has 
fluctuated,  March-May  delivery  having  been  sold  at  7%d. 
to7 \ld.,  June- August  l\§d.  to  8.1,  and  August-October  7|rf. 
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Strychnine. — The  high  prices  asked  for  dux  vomica  keep 
this  market  steady  on  the  basis  of  Is.  Qrf.  per  oz.,  net,  for 
small  lots  of  B.P  crystils. 

Trional  is  quoted  21?.  3d.  per  lb.  for  quantities  of  less 
than  5  lbs  ,  with  a  reduction  for  contracts. 

Turmeric. — There  is  little  Cochin  offering  on  the  spot; 
finger  is  worth  about  10j.,  and  split  bulbs  7s.  6:1.  to  8s. 
per  cwt. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  on  Welnesday  about  403  tins  of 
Madagascar  and  Seychelles  were  offered,  and  practically  all 
sold,  with  good  competition  at  fully  previous  prices. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  not  much,  that  is  new  or  of  particular  importance  to  be 
recorded  as  regards  the  condition  of  the  heavy-chemical  market. 
A  pleasing  feature  is  that  the  late  better  demand  is  well 
maintained,  and,  as  regards  export  at  a1!  events,  shows  further 
improvement.  Home-trade  demand,  although  quiet,  cm  scarcely 
be  described  as  a  disappointing  one.  Values  mostly  remain  steady 
at  unchanged  rates. 

Alkali-produce. — Main  products,  as  bleaching-powder,  caustic 
soda,  ammonia  alkali,  and  soda  crystals,  continue  in  steady 
request  at  old  values. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  keeps  on  the  quiet  side,  and  values 
show  about  Is.  3(7.  per  ton  decline  all  rouna. 

Recovered  Sulphur,  with  scarcity  and  continued  steady 
demand,  easily  maintains  a  strong  position,  and  values  are  firm 
at  from  57.  5s.  to  51.  15s.  per  ton  free  on  rails  in  bags,  according  to 
circumstances. 

Magnesium  Salts  are  in  fair  consumptive  demand  at  unaltered 
rates,  chloride  of  magnesium,  62s.  6(7.  to  67s.  6(7.  per  ton ; 
magnesium  sulphate  (Epsoms)  57s.  6(7.  to  62s.  6(7.  per  ton; 
carbonate  of  magnesia,  37s.  6(7.  to  4Cs.  per  cwt. 

Lead  Compounds  in  fair  request  with  a  firmer  tendency  in 
values.  White  acetate  of  lead,  257.  10s.,  less  2h  per  cent.  Glasgow  ; 
brown  acetate  of  lead,  16/.  10s.,  less  2h  per  cent.  Glasgow ;  nitrate 
of  lead,  227.  10s.  to  237.  per  ton,  less  2\  per  cent.  Glasgow. 

Satinite  shows  a  decline  in  demand,  but  values  so  far  are 
maintained  unchanged  at  from  6?s.  6(7.  to  65s.  per  ton  in  ordinary 
casks,  f.o.r.  or  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  for  home  or  export. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamlurg,  March  8. 

Businesa  is  quieter  this  weak. 

Antimony  is  tending  firmer,  but  there  are  still  sellers  at  the 
last  quotation  of  28m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor.— Refined  is  firm  but  quiet  at  800m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cabnauba  Wax  is  unsettled,  with  grey  offeiing  at  215m.  to 
245m.  per  100  kilos.,  according  to  quality. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  quoted  165m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  improving;  present  quotation  is  335m.  per  10D  kilos, 
f  ,r  Russian. 

Galangal  is  firm  at  from  31m.  to  32m.  per  100  kilos. 

Golden-seal  is  quiet  at  1,075m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japanese  Wax  is  lower  on  the  spot  at  135m.,  an!  for  f  jrw-rd 
de  very  115m.  to  120m.  is  quote!. 

Jalap  is  firm  at  90m.  per  100  kilo3. 

Kola  is  unchanged  at  90m.  to  95m  per  100  kilo3. 

Lycopodium  is  strong  at  550m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  quiet  on  the  spot  at  42|m.  per  100  kilo3. 

Senega  is  quiet  and  easier  at  700m.  per  100  kilos. 

Sugar  of  Milk  is  firm  at  110m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  shows  an  improving  demand.  Cod-liver 
is  quoted  250m.  per  barrel  Linseed  is  very  dull.  Palm-kernel 
is  very  firm  and  scarce  at  51|m.  per  100  kilos.  Chinese  wood  is 
firm  at  65m  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Essential). — Star-aniseed  is  firm  at  ll^m.  per  kilo. 
Peppermint  (HGH)  is  firm  at  14£m  per  lb.,  and  Japanese  is  firmer 
at  15|m.  per  kilo.    Lemongrass  is  firm  and  scarce. 

American  Drug- market. 

New  York,  February  23. 

Business  is  fairly  good,  though  somewhat  restricted  by  the 
delays  c  tused  by  the  severe  weather.  The  tendency  of  values  is 
in  an  upward  direction. 

Aloes. — Curacao  is  firm,  at  3^0.  in  cases,  and  4Ac  in  gourds. 
Practically  all  the  old  crop  has  now  arrived,  and  holders  are  not 
anxious  to  sell. 

Anise  Oil  is  higher,  $1.20  to  $1.25  being  asked. 

Acid,  Carbolic. — The  war  is  responsible  for  the  advance  to 
13£c.  in  bulk.    German  dealers  are  not  offering  freely. 

Beeswax  is  in  better  demand,  and  firmer,  30c.  being  generally 
asked  for  crude  yellow.    Small  lots  are  obtainable  at  29£c. 

Cascaka  Sagrada  is  firm  on  the  spot,  at  17c.  for  new,  and  22c. 
tor.  prime  old.    The  Pacific  market  is  steady,  at  17£c.  for  new 


Cassia  Oil. — The  disturbances  in  the  East  are  responsible 
for  an  advance  to  75c.    Smill  parcels  could  be  bought  at  72ic 

Camphor  is  offering  very  sparingly,  and  quotations  of  S5c.  are 
nominal. 

Ergot. — Russian  is  firmer,  at  36c,  and  Spanish  at  38c. 

Cod-liver  Oil  is  uninteresting,  dealers  all  awaiting  develop- 
ments. Prime  Norwegian  is  heli  at  §95  to  $115,  according  to 
brand. 

Golden  Seal  (Hydrastis).— The  market  is  bare,  and  quota- 
tions are  nominal,  at  S? L.2 5,  the  available  supply  consisting  of  a 
few  small  lots  in  wholesalers'  ha  id*.  No  relief  is  expected) 
before  the  new  crop  in  May. 

Japan  Wax. — Recent  arrivals  have  not  weakened  the  market, 
which  is  firm  at  15j3. 

Menthol  is  in  light  supply,  and  values  show  a  steady  upward 
movement;  $5.40  i-i  now  the  inside  figure. 

Mandrake  is  offered  at  8c,  but  a  trifle  better  could  bs  dona  in 
quantity. 

Opium  is  dull,  and  nominal  at  $2.93  per  lb. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  jobbing  freely  at  $2.75  for  bulk  oil. 

Quinine  is  firmly  held  at  23c,  but  business  is  restricted  id 
anticipation  of  an  advance. 

Buckthorn-bark  is  active  owing  to  th9  scarcity  of  cascara,  audi 
considerable  quantities  have  changed  hands  at  5c  t}  5\c.  per  lb. 


Xonfcon  2>ru8  Statistics. 

The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  supplied 
by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and  deliveriea 
of  some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the  London  public 
warehouses  for  the  month  of  February,  1904,  and  to  the  stocks  on 
February  29. 


Aloes  cs,  &c. 

„   gourds 

Aniseed,  star  ....  cs 
Arrowroot....  pkgs 
"  Balsams  "  cks,  &c. 

Oalumba   bgs 

Camphor  pkgs 

Cardamoms  . .  cs,  &c. 

Cinchona    pkgs 

Cochineal  bgs 

Oubebs    „ 

Dragon's-blood  . .  cs 

Galls   pkgs 

Gums — 
Ammoniacum  „ 

Animi    „ 

Oopal    „ 

Arabic    „ 

Asafetida  ....  „ 
Benzoin    ....  „ 

Damar   „ 

Galbanum  . .  „ 
Gamboge  ....  „ 
Guaiacum ....  „ 
Kauri   . .  tons,  net 

Kino  pkgs 

Mastich  ....  „ 
Myrrh,  E.I.  . .  „ 
Olibanum  ....  „ 
Sandarac  ....  „ 
Tragacanth  . .  „ 
Ipecacuanha — 
Matto  Grosso  „ 

Minas    „ 

Cartagena....  „ 

E.I  

Jalap   bis 

Nux  vomica. .  ..pkgs 
Oils— 

•Aniseed,  star  . .  cs 


Castor  .pkgs 

Cocoa-nut ....  tons 
Olive  ....  cks,  &c. 

Palm  tons 

fQuinine   lbs 

Rhubarb  chts 

SarsapariUa ....  bis 

Senna  bis,  &c. 

Shellac   „ 

Turmeric  tons 

Wax,  bees'  pkgs 

„   Japan  . .  cs,  &c. 


February 


Landed  Delivd. 


338 

237 

1,073 

2,331 

53 

23 

649 

731 

361 

508 

1,339 

649 

12 

110 

120 

22 

11 

997 

3 

133 

82 

7,143 

6,604 

1,635 

1,756 

40 

256 

2L3 

357 

314 

27 

2 

4 

171 

226 

2 

5 

49 

51 

603 

218 

53 

103 

1,240 

1,115 

165 

66 

2 

21 

3 

46 

3 

4 

20 

11 

44 

175 

116 

6 

5 

216 

246 

'6 

5 

1,440 

5,749 

79 

87 

59 

91 

247 

539 

7,201 

3,427 

4 

280 

349 

75 

75 

Stocks 


1904 


970 
6 

11,803 
707 
557 
596 

2  010 

6,003 
365 

1,266 
104 

3,617 

10 
313 
31,324 
9,922 
353 
1.199 
2,720 
3 
31 
51 
1,122 
131 
8 
61 
1,355 
1,101 
4,384 

503 
135 
122 

11 
117 

23 

2 '.9 
66 
764 
1 

621 
1 

203,041 
259 
249 
2317 
24,033 
62 
1,439 
450 


1903 


1,330 
9 

14,701 
499 
1440 
1,383 
1,993 
8,010 
684 
1,279 
57 
5,974 

34 
476 
2U61 
10,249 
503 
1,475 
2,693 
3 
34 
66 
740 
152 
20 
118 
1,970 
1,263 
3,597 

J-  503 

|  274 

107 
13 

972 
438 
529 

45 
1,067 

45 

217,284 
546 
116 
1,961 
21,339 
33 
1,252 
355 


1904 


Imprtd. 


Delivd. 


2,113 
40 

1,083 
946 

1,590 
57 
120 

57 


183 
10.929 
3,503 
314 
517 
969 

43 
18 
418 

2 

55 
1,003 
168 
2,335 

r  173 

I  2 
I  4 


30 
25 
325 
6 
432 
6 

6,657 
103 
178 
659 
12,833 

668 
210 


521 


4,003 
123 
23 
1,703 
1.050 
1,045 
181 
26 

1,465 

3> 
95 
12.203 
3,931 
105 
395 
636 

35 
5. 
401 
6 
5 
85 
39S 
199 
2,212 

96 
30 
58 
3 
9 


12 

50 
310 
9 
403 

9 

7,773 
122 
205 
761 

6,147 
8 
861 
143 


*  Stocks  lying  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's  Quay  are  not  included  in 
this  return.  *  , 

t  Includes  the  quantity  at  Red  Lion,  Bull,  and  Smith  s  Wharves  ;  also  the- 
Docks. 
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Canafca  an£>  ©reoon  Baleams. 

By  B.  Dowzard,  F.C.S. 


THE  publisi  ed  work  on  Canada  balsam  is  very  meagre  :  all 
that  is  known  about  this  oleoresin  appears  in  "  Analysis 
of  Resins,  Balsams,  and  Gum  Resins  "by  K.Dietrich.  The 
chemical  constituents  are :  Lxvorotatory  etherial  oil,  resin 
soluble  in  alcohol,  resin  sparingly  soluble  in  alcohol, 
■caoutchouc,  bitter  principles,  extractives,  traces  of  acetic 
acid.  Canada  balsam  gives  a  turbid  solution  with  five 
volumes  of  90-pcr-cent.  alcohol,  and  does  not  yield  a  clear 
solution  even  with  absolute  alcohol. 

Oregon  balsam  appears  to  be  made  by  dissolving  colo- 
phony in  turpentine,  and  as  it  is  being  used  as  an  adulteiant 
of  Canada  balsam,  a  sample  was  obtained  and  an  examina- 
tion made  to  find  if  there  are  any  analytical  data  by  which 
it  can  be  distinguished  from  and  detected  in  Canada 
balsam.  Oregon  balsam  is  soluble  in  all  proportions  of 
■90-per-cent.  alcohol ;  this  alone  is  sufficient  to  distinguish 
it  from  Canada  balsam,  but  is  of  no  use  as  a  test  for  a 
mixture  of  the  two  oleoresins  ;  it  also  possesses  a  slightly 
different  odour,  which,  however,  cannot  be  relied  on  in  cases 
of  mixtures  wherein  Canada  predominates.  There  is  very 
little  difference  between  the  general  appearance  of  the 
balsams.  The  sp.  gr.,  optical  rotation,  and  refractive  index 
were  determined,  but  did  not  yield  results  of  much  value. 
The  following  figures  were  obtained  : 


Sp.  Gr. 
15-5°  C. 

Rotation 
100  mm. 

Refractive  Index 
20°  C. 

Oregon  balsam   

0-993 

-3°  12' 

1-5123 

Canada  balsam,  No,  1  ... 

0-988 

+  2°  0' 

1-5205 

»      No.  2  ... 

0993 

+  3°  30' 

1-5186 

No.  3  ... 

0-989 

+ 1°  20' 

1-5200 

The  sp.  gr.  is  about  the  same  in  both  cases,  but  it  will  be 
noticed  that  all  the  samples  of  Canada  balsam  are  dextro- 
rotatory, while  the  Oregon  balsam  is  Ircvorotatory.  The 
refractive  index  of  Oregon  balsam  is  distinctly  lower  than 
that  of  Canada  balsam. 

The  essential  oil  was  separated  by  steam-distillation  and 
examined,  with  the  following  results  : 


Essential  oil  from 

Oregon 
balsam 

Canada  balsam 

No.  1   ,    No.  2 

No.  3 

Sp.  gr.  15-5°  C  

Rotation  100  mm.  ... 
Refractive  index  20°  C.  ... 
Kster,  calculated  as  bornjl 
acetate 

08652 
-37°  24' 
1-4670 

C-8% 

0-  8625  0-8648 
-28  56'  -27°  36' 

1-  4765  1-4730 

0-4%  0-6% 

0-  8625 
-26°  4' 

1-  4760 

0-5% 

The  sp.  grs.  of  the  essential  oils  are  practically  the 
sane,  A  greater  difference  will  be  noticed  in  the  optical 
rotation,  but  this  is  not  of  much  consequence,  as  a  mixture 
of  different  turpentines  could  be  made  having  the  correct 
rotation.  The  refractive  index  of  Oregon-balsam  oil  is 
lower,  and  the  ester-content  higher,  than  that  of  Canada- 
balsam  oil. 

The  resin-content  of  the  different  samples  is  practically 
the  same  in  all  cases — viz  ,  Oregon  balsam  70  6  per  cent., 
Canada  balsam  (No.  1)  68  3  per  cent.,  (No.  2)  72  8  per  cent., 
and  (No.  3)  70  1  per  cent.  These  figures  show  that  Oregon 
balsam  is  made  closely  to  match  Canada  balsam  in  this 
respect.  The  resins  were  examined  for  their  acid-values, 
which  were  found  to  be :  Oregon-balsam  resin  153,  Canada- 
balsam  resin  (No.  1)  123,  (No.  2)  122,  and  (No.  3)  120.  The 
average  acid-v»lue  of  colophony  is  about  155. 

The  acid- value  of  the  resin  is  the  most  valuable  test  for 


the  purity  of  Canada  balsam,  and  is  best  determined  as 
follows : 

First  estimate  the  amount  of  resin  present  by  driving  the  oil 
off  from  a  weighed  portion  (f  to  2  grams)  of  the  sample.  Then 
dissolve  3  grams  of  the  balsam  in  neutralised  alcohol  and  titrate 
with  N/2  KHO,  using  phenolphthalein  as  au  indicator.  The  acid- 
value  of  the  resin  is  then  eaeily  calculated. 

Dietrich  fouod  the  acid -value  of  Canada  balsam  to  vary 
from  84  to  86  8.  Taking  the  percentage  of  resin  at  70,  the 
acid- value  of  the  resin  would  vary  from  120  to  124,  which 
confirms  the  results  obtained  by  the  writer. 

Pure  Canada  balsam  has  the  following  analytical  charac- 
teristics : 

Canada  Balsam. 

Sp.  gr.  15-5°  C   0  987  to  0-994 

Optical  rotation  100  mm   +1°  to  +4° 

Refractive  index  20°  C   1518  to  1521 

Resin    ...  68%  to  73% 

Acid-value    84  to  87 

Essential  Oil  from  Canada,  Balsam. 

Sp.  gr.  15-5°  C   0-862  to  0  865 

Optical  rotation  100  mm   -  26°  to  -  29° 

Refractive  index  20°  C   1472  to  1-477 

Ester,  as  bornyl  acetate    0'4  %  to  0'6% 

Resin  from  Canada  Balsam. 
Acid- value   120  to  124 


East  3nMan  IRews. 


The  Indian  Government  Economic  Department  is 
making  a  study  of  the  several  varieties  of  the  poppy-plant 
(  Papacer  isumniferum)  grown  in  India. 

Mysterious  Strychnine-death. — An  inquest  was  held 
by  the  Calcutta  Coroner  on  January  12  touching  the  death 
of  Mr.  S.  G.  Edwards,  late  headmaster,  Doveton  School 
Department.  Several  witnesses  were  examined,  and  the  jury 
returned  a  verdict  that  death  was  due  to  strychnine-poison- 
ing, but  how  or  by  whom  administered  they  could  not  say. 

Inspecting  Poisons. — A  new  rule  has  been  gazetted  in 
connection  with  the  Ceylon  Poisons  Ordinance  of  1901.  It 
is  now  lawful  for  any  officer  of  police,  not  below  the  rank  of 
inspector,  korala,  muhandiram,  or  udaiyar,  to  enter  upon 
any  premises  occupied  by  any  person  licensed  to  sell  poisons 
under  Ordinance  No.  11  of  1901,  in  order  that  he  may  ascer- 
tain by  inquiry  and  inspection  whether  the  provisions  of  the 
Ordinance  and  the  regulations  made  thereunder  are  duly 
observed,  and  for  this  purpose  such  police  officer  may  inspect 
the  register  and  prescription-book. 

The  Need  for  a  Poisons  Act  was  demonstrated  at  an 
inquest  held  on  February  3  at  Bombay,  touching  the  death  of 
Kaitan  De  Souza,  a  Goanese  cook.  Deceased  felt  unwell 
and  sent  his  mate  to  bring  2  pice  worth  of  Epsom  salts. 
Pedro  went  to  the  shop  of  a  Marwaree,  Kapoor  Nowla,  at 
Dabulker  Street,  and  ask-d  for  Epsom  salts.  The  man  being 
absent,  his  servant  Partab  Yirchand,  aged  about  eleven,  gave 
Pedro  a  packet  which  he  said  contained  Epsom  salts. 
Pedro  took  it  home  and  gave  it  to  Kaitan,  who  took  half  of 
it,  and  was  at  once  seized  with  vomitiDg.  He  died  in  a 
few  minutes.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  "  Epsom 
salts"  on  being  examined  was  found  to  be  oxalic  acid. 
Inquiries  at  trie  Marwaree's  shop  showed  that  two 
bottles,  both  unlabelled,  one  containing  Epsom  salts  and 
the  other  oxalic  acid,  had  been  kept  side  by  side  on  the 
same  shelf,  and  the  boy  Partab,  whoihad  been  employed  in  the 
shop  only  about  a  fortnight,  mistook  one  for  the  other.  The 
jury  returned  a  verdict  that  death  was  due  to  accidental 
poisoning. 


The  American  Consul  at  Harput.  Turkey,  in  the  course  of  a 
report  on  American  trade  in  Asiatic  Turkey,  states  that  conditions 
are  favourable  for  the  introduction  of  druggists'  supplies  of  every 
nature.  There  is  a  growing  tendency  to  order  surgical  instru- 
ments from  the  United  States  instead  of  from  Paris,  which  has 
hitherto  supplied  exclusively  the  needs  of  surgeons  in  this  region. 
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(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Ncte. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by 
orler  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  op  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Ehodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  op  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Couldeidge,  dis pensir  g  chemnt  and  photo- 
graphic dealer,  of  the  Eed  Cross  Pharmacy,  Prince's  Street 
Port  Elizabeth,  and  the  Sydenham  Pharmacy,  Adc'erley 
Street,  Cape  Town,  has  opened  another  branch — the  Clarendon 
Pharmacy,  at  the  corner  of  Edward  Street  and  Lutman 
Street,  Cape  Town. 

The  Fact  that  East  Afeica  is  reported  to  have  a  large 
lake  rich  in  sodium  carbonate,  eighty-tight  miles  frcmKiu, 
on  the  Uganda  Railway,  reminds  us  that  ten  years  ago 
Cape  Colony  exposed  very  rich  beds  of  potassium  nitrate 
140  miles  from  De  Aar.  These  are  parallel  instances  where 
transportation-costs  play  a  most  important  part  in  the 
development  of  rich  mineral  deposits.  The  potassium- 
nitrate  beds  have  still  to  be  opened  on  a  commercial  scale. 

Natal. 

Mr.  Astell  J.  Willson,  S.A.  representative  of  Messrs. 
C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son  and  of  Messrs.  Lynch  &  Co.,  is  in 
Durban,  looking  after  business,  as  the  mail  leaves  (Feb- 
ruary 12). 

Many  Suggestions  h  ive  at  various  times  been  made  in 
order  to  render  horses  and  mules  proof  against  horse-sickness, 
but  the  latest  idea  certainly  has  originality  to  recommend  it. 
It  is  proposed  to  inoculate  the  animals  with  blood  from  the 
zebra  or  the  quagga.  As  these  beasts  are  rather  scarce  now, 
the  local  paper  thinks  perhaps  it  will  be  as  well  first  to  catch 
the  zebra ! 

The  Durban  Corporation  has  issued  a  notice  to  the 
public,  warning  them  against  accepting  condensed  skimmed 
milk  instead  of  the  genuine  article.  It  seems  that  a 
quantity  of  condensed  tkitnmed  milk  has  been  imported  into 
the  Colony,  and  has  been  exposed  for  sale  as  pure  milk 
condensed.  The  borough  offic;als  are  keeping  a  sharp 
look-out  for  those  contravening  the  by-laws  dealing  with 
adulteration. 

Transvaal. 

Mr.  W.  Birch's  reoently  opened  pharmacy  at  Vereeniging 
was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Febiuary  12. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

The  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  in  the 
Y.M.C.A.  rooms,  Cape  Town,  on  February  11,  the  President 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Rivett)  in  the  chair. 

Among  those  present  were  Messrs.  J.  A.  Mathew  and 
George  Darroll,  Mr.  W.  H.  Helmore  (Kimberley),  M.ssrs. 
A.  H.  Mathew,  Frank  C.  Mathew,  J.  S.  North,  S.  Johnson, 
E.  E.  Merrington,  H.  Cope,  J.  Sowden,  A.  Marr,  C.  L  Taylor, 
E.  W.  Raven  (Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.),  Dr. 
Froembling,  and  Mr.  J.  Dell  (Secretary). 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  approved, 
the  Secretary  read  his 

Annual  Report, 
which  stated  that  the  present  enrolment  of  the  Society  con- 
sists of  ninety-one  members  ;  ot  that  number  only  forty-e'ght 
had  paid  their  annual  subscriptions.  Fcur  members  have 
left  Cape  Colony  and  fourteen  have  resigned  through  various 
causes,  whilst  six  new  members  hate  been  enrolled  during 
the  year.    Touching  upon  the  question  of  amalgamation  with  I 


the  South  Afi  ican  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  Secretary  said 
that  as  that  organisation  had  but  one  meeting  a  year  nothing 
definite  had  been  heard  from  them.  The  annual  dinner, 
which  was  held  on  June  17,  was  a  great  success  socially,  anci 
much  credit  is  due  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  the  arrange- 
ments in  charge.  On  October  3  an  exceedingly  interesting 
and  instructive  lecture  was  given  by  Dr.  Froembling  on 
botany.  Financially  the  Society,  although  not  rich,  is  equal 
to  cope  with  any  emergency,  and  at  present  there  are  sub- 
scriptions owing  to  the  Society  to  the  amount  of  54Z.  12s.  „ 
while  the  actual  balance  in  hand  is  21.  lis.  l\d.  The  ex- 
penditure for  the  year  1903  amounted  to  63Z.  13s.  Id. — 
about  81.  less  than  the  preceding  year. 

The  Presidents  Address. 
Following  the  report,  the  President  (Mr.  A.  J.  Rivett),  in 
the  course  of  a  short  address  commenting  on  what  had 
transpired  during  his  term  of  office,  said,  with  regard  to 
amalgamation  with  the  Eastern  Province,  he  earnestly  hoped 
that  at  no  distant  date  the  union  of  the  two  organisations 
might  be  effected.  He  spoke  of  the  political  exigencies- 
having  prevented  further  progress  being  made  in  providirg 
that  all  directors  of  drug  companies  must  be  registered 
chemists,  quoting  the  new  Pharmacy  Act  of  the  Orange 
River  Colony.  Mr.  Rivett  expressed  his  desire  that  a  similar 
regulation  nr'ght  be  obtained  for  Cape  Colony.  After  making 
an  eloquent  appeal  for  the  Benevolent  Fund,  he  dwelt  at  some- 
length  upon  the  non-attendance  of  the  members  at  the  busi- 
ness-meetings. These  meetings  occasionally  have  had  to  be 
suspended  for  want  of  a  quorum.  This  was  very  discouraging^ 
and  it  was  his  earnest  wish  that  the  support  given  to  the- 
newly  elected  officers  would  outweigh  that  given  to  those 
retiring,  encouraging  them  by  attending  the  meetirgs,  and  by 
so  doing  they  would  not  only  add  to  the  interest  of  the- 
meeting  but  al?o  manifest  their  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Society.  Mr.  Rivett  concluded  his  remarks  by  an  eloquent- 
passage  from  Professor  Drummond's  book — "  Natural  Law  in 
the  Spiritual  World" — to  the  effect  that  whatever  powers  or 
talents  we  may  naturally  be  gifted  with  or  acquire,  there 
is  but  one  method  of  keeping  them,  and  that  is  by  employing 
and  improving  them  to  the  best  of  our  ability;  and  by  so  doing: 
a  successful  life  is  assured. 

Vari^e. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Helmore,  of  Kimberley,  expressed  his  sincere 
appreciation  to  the  Society  for  the  support  they  had  given 
him  in  connection  with  his  election  to  the  Pharmacy  Board. 

Matters  of  interest  to  the  Society  were  discussed  for  some 
time,  after  which  the  following  were  unanimously  elected  as- 
officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year :  President,  Mr. 
J.  S.  North  ;  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  J.  A.  Mathew  and  Dr. 
Froembling;  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Dell.  Members  of  Council 
are  :  Messrs.  A.  J.  Rivett,  George  Darroll,  S.  Johnson,  W.  J. 
Strange,  A.  Marr,  A  H.  Mathew,  D.  K.  Petersen,  and  E.  W. 
Raven.  A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  administer  the 
Benevolent  Fund. 

The  following  were  elected  members:  Messrs.  J.  G.  Glen- 
denning,  W.  Turnbull,  A.  Metzies,  J.  C.  Smith,  and  J.  Harlow. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


Cape  Pharmacy  Board. 

With  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Walsh  as  President  of  the 
Pharmacy  Board  of  Cape  Colony,  the  constitution  of  the 
Board  after  the  election  last  autumn  is  complete.  We  there- 
fore give  por, raits  of  all  the  members  and  some  notes 
respecting  thi  ir  careers  in  pharmacy. 

Mr.  James  McJannet  is  the  latest  addition  to  the  Board.  He  is 
a  native  of  North  Walsham,  Norfolk,  received  his  education  at  the 
grammar  school  of  that  town,  and  was  apprenticed  to  the  late 
Mr.  J.  P.  Alcock.  Mr.  McJannet  passed  both  the  Preliminary  and 
Minor  examinations  with  honour?,  and  in  1873,  after  attending  a. 
session  at  the  Square,  passed  the  Major  examination.  Thereafter 
he  was  assistant  to  Messrs.  Godfrey  &  Cooke,  Hyde  Park  Corner, 
and  to  Messrs.  Cooper  &  Co  ,  Gloucester  Road,  South  Kensington. 
On  leaving  the  latter  firm  he  sailed  for  South  Africa  to  take  a 
position  wnh  Messrs.  B.  G.  Lennon  &  Co.  (Limited) -now  Messrs. 
Lennon  (Limited; — Port  Elizabeth.  In  1880  Mr.  McJannet  com- 
menced business  on  his  own  account  under  the  firm-name  of 
McJannet  &  Co  ,  at  Eaat  London,  and  as  evidence  of  Ins  success 
in  this  connection  it  need  only  be  mentioned  that  an  entirely  new 
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building  on  the  American  skeleton  principle  is  shortly  to  replace 
the  present  one.  At  the  inception  of  the  South  African  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  Mr.  McJannet  acted  as  Secretary,  and  was 
instrumental  in  no  small  way  in  securing  the  election  of  three 
E  astern  Province  men  when  the  Colonial  Pharmacy  Board  became 
an  established  fact.  They  were:  Messrs.  A.  Walsh,  W.  K.  Mager, 
and  W.  H.  Helmoie,  all  of  whom  are  still  members  of  the  Board, 
the  first-named  a  Government  nominee  now.  Mr.  McJannet  is 
fifty-two  years  of  age. 

Mr.  John  Alfred  Mathew,  who  has  served  a  term  as  President 
of  the  Board,  iB  head  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  j 
Co.,  Cape  Towd,  and  in  Eeveral  other  centres  of  South  Africa. 
He  was  born  in  the  Colony  aDd  served  his  apprenticeship  of  five 
years  in  it,  passing  the  Medical  Board  examination  in  1858.  Then 
he  came  "  home  "  and,  after  a  course  at  the  Square  school,  qualified 
as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  on  October  15,  1859.  He  returned 
to  Cape  Town  and  bought  the  British  Dispensary  in  Adderley 
Street  which  has  since  developed  into  an  extensive  wholesale  and 


Mr.  William  Kelk  Mager  went  to  South  Africa  towards  the  end 
of  1880,  and  is  in  business  at  Queenstown,  a  border  town  which 
basks  in  the  South  African  sun.  Mr.  Mager  is  a  native  of  Hamp- 
shire, where  he  was  born  in  1849,  and  served  his  apprenticeship 
at  Horncastle,  qualifying  at  Bloomsbury  Square  in  1873.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  Bince  its  inception,  and  has  to 
spend  upwards  of  forty-eight  hours  in  the  train  to  attend  the 
meetings.  Mr.  Mager  is  a  J. P.,  has  served  his  town  as  a  councillor 
for  many  years,  was  Mayor  in  1900,  and,  as  every  export  firm 
knows,  is  a  member  of  the  firm  Messrs.  Mager  &  March,  whole- 
sale chemists  and  mineral-water  manufacturers. 

Mr.  George  Darroll  is  the  youngest  member  of  the  Board.  He 
was  nominated  to  take  the  place  Mr.  D.  K.  Petersen  by  the 
Government  for  the  three  years  ending  1903,  and  he  still  re- 
tains his  seat.  He  was  born  at  Clun,  Salop,  in  1868,  and  received 
his  education  at  the  hands  of  Dr.  Clough,  Bridgford,  and,  later,  at 
the  High  School,  Warminster.  His  apprenticeship  was  served 
in  his  father's  pharmacy  at  Clun,  and,  after  passing  the  Pre- 


Mr.  W.  Kelk  Mager. 


Mr.  Albert  Walsh, 
President   of   the  Board. 


Mr,  Jame  5  McJannet. 


Mr.  George  Dabroll" 


Mr.  J.  A.  Mathew, 
Ex- President  of  the  Board 


Mr,  W.  H,  Helmore. 


retail  business  under  the  firm-name  of  Heynes,  Miihev  &  Co. 
In  this  business  he  is  now  assisted  by  two  sons.'  A  younger  son 
is  Dr.  George  Porter  Mathew,  of  Port  Elizabeth,  a  scholar  of 
Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge,  and  M.A.  and  M.D.  of  that  University 
(1898),  as  well  as  M.R.C.S.  and  L  R. CP. London.  Mr.  Mathew 
is  doyen  of  pharmacy  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  William  Holloway  Helirore  is  a  colonial,  hxviag  been  born 
in  the  Colony  in  1853,  and  his  parents  were  English.  H  s  appren- 
ticeship was  served  at  Stratford-on-Avon,  and  thereafter  he  serve! 
in  London,  Brighton,  Bath,  Weymouth,  &c.  In  1876  he  pissed 
both  the  Minor  and  the  Major  examinations,  and  soms  six  years 
later  started  his  present  business  in  Kimberley.  He  is  an 
original  member  of  the  Board,  and  as  an  examiner  is  especially 
interested  in  botany  and  dispensing,  and  usually  takes  one  of 
these  subjects.  Mr  Helmore  is  Vice-President  of  the  Kimberley 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony,  and  is  a  much-respected 
citizen  of  Diamondopohs. 


liminacy  examination  while  acting  as  assistant  to  an  Oxfordshire 
chenrst,  he  mid-)  his  way  to  London  and  attended  Westminster 
College,  in  the  B  >roagh,  and  pissed  the  Minor  in  1890.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  South  Africa  shortly  after  to  join  the  staff  of  his  late 
uncle,  Mr.  R.  G.  Darroll,  Wynburg,  Cape  Colony.  A  little  more 
than  five  years  was  spent  at  Wynburg,  then  a  move  was  made  to 
Cape  Town,  to  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Alex.  Cleghorn,  Hout 
Street.  In  December,  1897,  Mr.  Cleghorn  died,  and  Mr.  Darroll 
managed  the  business  for  some  years  thereafter,  and  is  now  joint 
proprietor  with  Mr.  George  R.  Cleghorn.  ■  O-*^ 

Mr.  Albert  Walsh  is  coniironly  called  "the  Cape  Carteighe," 
because  he  is  the  greatest  force  in  pharmaceutical  nutters  in 
South  Africa  to-day.  He  is  not  only  a  professional  man  of  very 
great  experience  but  one  of  the  shrewdest  business  men  in  the 
ceuntry.    Mr.  Walsh  was  born  at  Brackley,  Northamptonshire,  in 

1852,  and,  after  receiving  a  gool  education,  wai  apprenticed  at 
Richmond,  in  Surrey,  passing  the  Preliminary  examination  in 

1853.  After  attending  lectures  in  Lmdon  he  left  the  "Square" 
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in  1871,  with  his  Minor  certificate  in  his  pocket.  He  was  some 
time  with  Messrs.  J.  Bell  &  Co.  In  1874  he  passed  his  Major, 
and  in  1877  set  sail  for  South  Africa,  securing  a  position  on 
arrival  with  Messrs.  B.  G.  Lennon  &  Co.  In  1891  the  firm  was 
converted  into  a  limited  liability  company,  under  the  name  of 
B.  G.  Lennon  &  Co.  (Limited),  and  Mr.  Walsh  was  oppointed 
resident  director.  The  style  of  the  company  is  now  Lennon 
(Limited).  On  the  death  of  Mr.  H.  Tebb  at  Cape  Town,  in  1899, 
Mr.  Walsh  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  between  Cape  Town  and  his 
headquarters  at  Port  Elizabeth,  and  last  year  he  moved  round  to 
Cape  Town  permanently,  where  he  occupies  offices  separate  from 
the  company's  building,  attended  by  his  own  secretary  and  staff. 
When  the  Pharmacy  Board  was  formed  in  1892  Mr.  Walsh  was 
voted  to  a  seat  by  Eastern  Province  chemists,  and  at  the  end  of 
three  years'  service  was  again  chosen  their  representative.  In 
1898  the  Government  nominated  him,  and  he  has  regained  his  seat 
ever  since.  Mr.  Waleh  was,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  on 
February  11,  elected  President  for  the  ensuing  three  years,  there 
being  only  one  dissentient  vote — which,  rumour  hath  it,  was  his 
own. 

We  may  add  that  Dr.  C.  F.  K.  Murray,  President  of  the 
Colonial  Medical  Council,  attends  the  meeting  of  the  Phar- 
macy Board  as  representative  of  his  Council  and  Government 
nominee. 


Huetralasian  IRews. 

Chiefly  from  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia," 
February  i,  1904.    6d.  per  copy,  post  free. 


Nitric  Acid. —  A  death  from  the  inhalation  of  nitric-acid 
fumes  is  recorded  from  New  South  Wales,  and  serves  to  re- 
mind pharmacists  of  the  danger  of  this  acid.  In  this  case  a 
railway-guard  was  asphyxiated  in  his  van  through  the  breaking 
of  a  bottle  of  nitric  acid. 

Practical  Pharmacy. — It  has  been  decided  by  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  South  Wales 
to  institute  a  course  of  lectures,  occupying  about  sis 
months,  on  practical  pharmacy.  Up  to  now  there  has  been 
no  regular  system  of  tuition  in  this  subject. 

Sweet  Nitre. — Messrs.  Felton,  Grimwade  &  Co.,  Mel- 
bourne, acting  on  the  suggestions  contained  in  Mr.  Harvey's 
paper  in  the  C.  $  D.  on  the  decomposition  of  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre,  now  send  out  the  drug  in  1  lb.  amber-coloured  bottles. 
This  follows  on  the  recent  case  in  which  a  Sydney 
pharmacist  was  prosecuted  for  alleged  defective  spirit  of 
nitre. 

A  Cholera-cure. — The  "  C.D.A."  publishes  a  remarkable 
letter  from  an  Australian  paper  on  the  use  of  tincture  of 
quassia  as  a  cure  for  cholera,  the  secret  of  which,  it  is  stated, 
the  Government  of  India  refused  to  purchase  for  30.000Z. 
Hundreds  of  cases  are  said  to  have  been  treated  with  the 
cure,  but  we  await  confirmation  before  taking  the  matter 
seriously. 

The  Queensland  Kegister  this  year  contains  208  names, 
two  less  than  last  year.  There  is  no  falling-of£  in  the 
number  of  apprentices,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  proportion 
of  unqualified  juniors  has  much  increased.  In  connection 
with  the  proportion  of  chemists  to  the  population,  it  has 
been  recently  estimated  that  in  Tasmania  there  is  one 
chemist  for  every  2,500  of  the  population. 

The  President  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  of 
Victoria  is  a  pharmacist.  Mr.  J.  K.  Forrest  was  apprenticed 
with  Messrs.  J.  F.  MacFarlane  &  Co.,  of  Edinburgh,  and 
after  other  experience  and  passing  his  pharmaceutical  ex- 
amination he  went  to  Australia  in  1882  as  chemist  to  Messrs. 
Felton,  Grimwade  &  Co.  He  is  now  manager  of  the  phar- 
maceutical manufacturing  department  of  that  firm. 

Two  Articles  of  much  interest  to  pharmacists  are  given 
in  the  February  "  C  D.A."  They  recount  adventures  of 
chemists  in  the  less- frequented  parts  of  New  Zealand  and 
Australia.  One  of  the  articles  refers  to  the  work  of  Mr. 
Chas.  H.  Holland,  the  N.Z.  Government  dispenser  to  the 
natives  ;  and  the  other,  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Niemann,  is  a  thrilling 
story  of  prospecting  up  the  Victoria  River.  Mr.  Niemann 
gives  much  information  on  native  medicine  and  unexploited 
natural  products. 

Bacteriology  for  Chemists.— Some  time  ago  a  class 
for  the  study  of  bacteriology  was  inaugurated  at  the  Mel- 


bourne College  of  Pharmacy.  Doubts  a?  to  whether  the 
scheme  would  be  successful  are  now  set  at  rest.  Twenty- 
seven  students  joined  the  course,  and  twenty-six  presented 
themselves  for  examination  at  the  conclusion,  and  all 
passed.  The  teacher  of  the  classes  (Mr.  O.  A.  Sayce)  was, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  course,  presented  with  a  marble 
clock  in  appreciation  of  his  services. 

The  P.A.T.A. — Daring  January  meetings  of  the  New 
South  Wales  and  South  Australia  Sections  of  the  P.A.T.A. 
have  been  held.  The  Victorian  Association  is  not  to  be  a 
branch  of  the  parent  (N.S.W.)  Association,  but  independent. 
The  difficulty  of  the  differences  between  the  minimum  and 
maximum  prices  in  the  various  States  is  the  chief  reason  for 
this  decision,  although  the  fullest  co-operation  between  the 
kindred  associations  is  to  be  maintained.  In  Queensland  a 
personal  canvass  of  the  trade  is  suggested,  as  subscriptions 
are  coming  in  but  slowly.  Several  agents  in  New  South 
Wales  have,  it  is  stated,  written  to  their  London  houses  with 
a  view  of  obtaining  permission  to  place  their  well-known 
articles  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list. 

The  N.S.W.  Act.— In  the  report  of  the  Pharmacy  Board 
of  New  South  Wales  it  is  suggested  that  the  following 
points  should  be  considered  when  dealing  with  alterations  to 
the  Poisons  Act,  1903 :  (1)  To  include  the  free  supply  of 
poisons  by  individuals  to  their  customers  under  the  penalty 
clause ;  (2)  to  provide  a  fee  for  the  issue  of  all  poisons 
licences;  (2)  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  ergot  of  rye  entirely, 
except  by  doctors'  orders;  (4)  to  include  "all  vegetable 
alkaloids  and  their  salts "  in  the  first  part  of  the  poisons 
schedule,  instead  of  having  these  poisons  under  the  second 
part  as  at  present.  The  Board  are  much  in  need  of  money, 
although  they  receive  a  Government  subsidy.  It  has  been 
found  necessary  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  the  Poisons 
Act  inspector,  so  as  to  save  expense.  An  annual  licence-fee 
from  chemists  is  advocated  as  a  means  of  supplying  the 
needful  funds. 

Customs  Difficulties. — At  the  Customs  Court  in  Sydney 
on  Januaiy  6,  the  collector  dealt  with  an  alleged  misdescrip- 
tion of  medical  compounds  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome 
&  Co.  Hyd.  c.  creta  and  Easton's  iron  and  strychnine  had 
been  entered  as  chemicals  free.  They  were  not  ordered 
from  Sydney,  but  were  sent  out  by  the  London  house,  with 
authority  to  manufacture  preparations  from  them.  The 
Customs  Department  alleged  that  they  should  have  been 
entered  as  medicinal  compounds,  value  81.  17s.  2d.,  dutiable 
at  15  per  cent.  The  defendants  could  not  justify  the  free 
entry  of  hyd.  c.  cretit,  as  it  is  specifically  mentioned  in  the 
"  Tariff  Guide  "  as  being  dutiable  at  15  per  cent.  They  had, 
however,  no  doubt  as  to  the  Easton's  iron  and  strychnine, 
as  the  "  Tariff  Guide"  specified  iron  compound  chemicals 
as  free,  and  strychnine  and  chemical  compounds  thereof  as 
free.    The  decision  was  referred  to  the  Minister. 

Doan's  Backache  and  Kidney  Pills. — In  the  Central 
Police  Court,  Sydney,  on  Decembsr  31,  judgment  was  given 
in  the  case  of  Inspector  of  Customs  against  Peter  Britz,  local 
manager  of  the  Foster- McLellan  Company,  importers  of 
Doan's  backache  and  kidney  pills  (C.  $■  B  ,  January  9, 
page  44).  The  charge  was  of  making  an  untrae  statement 
as  to  the  value  of  certain  goods  being  308?.  6;.  Qd.,  whereas 
the  value  was  9,728?.  8.?.  5d.  The  case  had  been  before  the 
court  several  times,  and  the  judgment  of  the  Stipendiary 
Magistrate  was  that  no  fraud  was  intended,  for  the  pills  were 
imported  in  exactly  the  same  way  under  free  trade.  He  was 
satisfied,  however,  that  the  duty  was  payable  on  the  actual 
value  of  the  pills  when  boxed  and  labelled  and  finally  com- 
pleted in  marketable  form,  less  the  cost  of  labour  and 
material.  A  fine  of  251.  was  imposed,  or  two  months'  im- 
prisonment. It  was  intimated  than  an  appeal  will  probably 
be  lodged. 


flew  :Boofc0. 


Beringer,  C.  and  J.  J.  Text-booh  of  Assaying.  9th  ed.  7|x5i- 
Pp.  472.    10s.  6d.  (Griffin.) 

Greenish,  H.  G.,  and  Collin,  E.  An  Anatomical  Atlas  of 
Vegetable  Powders.    12s.  6d.  net.  (Churchill.) 

Wagstaff,  C.  J.  L.,  and  Bloomer,  G.  C.  Electricity  and. 
Magnetism.   4to.    Bds.    2s.  6d.    (W.  Heffer. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.-Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Property  in  Syphons. 

Sir, — I  should  like  to  avail  myself  of  your  valuable 
assistance  in  cautioning  my  "  brother  chips  "  against  being 
too  sanguine  in  having  refunded  to  them  any  moneys  they 
may  have  paid  for  syphons  to  mineral-water  manufacturers. 
After  an  experience  of  nearly  thirty  years  I  find  what  used 
to  be  considered  a  code  of  honour  is  now  in  the  matter  of 
syphons  a  dead  letter,  seeing  there  are  manufacturers  to-day 
who  repudiate  their  liability  because  possibly  the  present 
owner  of  such  syphons  is  no  longer  a  customer,  and  therefore 
no  longer  worth  considering. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Puzzled.  (55/23.) 

Cancer  in  Animals. 

Sir, — I  have  read  your  article  and  comments  on  cancer' 
in  which  the  views  of  Mr.  James  Arthur  Gibson  are  largely 
quoted,  and  note  that  no  reference  is  made  to  the  fact  that 
animals  suffer  from  cancer — a  circumstance  which  rather 
militates  against  the  statement  that  "  cancer  is  a  protest  of 
Nature  against  the  ways  of  civilisation."  Horses  are  liable 
to  epithelioma  and  cattle  to  encephaloid  tumours  and  all  the 
varieties  of  malignant  growths  designated  "  cancer,"  and 
identified  by  the  same  histological  characters  as  those 
recognised  in  the  human  subject.  That  domestication  and 
too  close  association  of  animals  in  captivity,  or  under  the 
immediate  control  of  man,  may  contribute  to  certain  forms 
of  disease  may  be  allowed  to  Mr.  Gibson  ;  but  this  will  not 
account  for  columnar  carcinoma  in  the  wild  rabbit,  which  I 
believe  I  was  the  first  to  describe  in  this  country.  Numbers 
of  wild  rabbits  in  a  district  of  Sussex  died  of  a  mysterious 
disease,  and  I  was  consulted  as  to  the  cause.  Having 
ascertained  the  nature  of  it,  I  was  assisted  by  Dr  P.  E. 
Wallis  in  mounting  specimens  for  a  member  of  the  Patho- 
logical Society,  who  brought  the  subject  before  a  meeting 
of  that  learned  body  some  years  ago,  and  obtained  consider- 
able kudos  for  his  discovery.  I  may  say  that  I  have  seen 
every  variety  of  cancer  in  the  different  species  of  domesti- 
cated animals,  and  among  wild  ones  in  Europe,  America, 
and  Africa,  and  therefore  conclude  that  its  distribution  is 
very  wide,  and  not  necessarily  affected  by  an  artificial 
civilisation,  by  beer-drinking,  smoking  of  cigarettes,  or 
sitting  up  too  late  reading  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
Such  vague  generalisations  as  those  of  Mr.  Gibson  are  a 
hindrance  to  investigators,  who  are  more  likely  to  find  some 
such  cause  as  that  which  produces  actinomycosis — one  of 
the  morbid  growths  for  long  confused  with  the  malignant 
cancers,  and  now  proved  to  be  due  to  the  ray  fungus,  and  in 
the  majority  of  cases  curable  by  persistent  iodine-treatment. 
All  over  the  country  this  previously  intractible  malady  is 
now  treated  successfully  by  veterinary  surgeons,  and  I,  for 
one,  entertain  hopes  that  a  remedy  will  be  found  which 
will  combat  a  scourge  as  frequently  found  in  the  farm- 
labourer's  cottage,  the  clerk's  suburban  villa,  and  the 
millionaire's  palace.       Harold  Leeney,  M.R.C.V.S.,  &o. 

Hove,  February  26. 

Our  Just  Bights. 
Sir, — Like  other  members  of  the  trade,  I  have  followed 
with  much  interest  the  various  stages  of  the  medicine  stamp- 
duty  farce  as  enacted  during  the  past  nine  months.  Hitherto 
I  have  taken  no  part  in  it,  save  as  an  amused  onlooker ;  but 
I  feel  I  cannot  let  pass  without  comment  a  remark  of 
"  Xrayser's  "  in  your  last  issue.  Referring  to  Messrs.  Cumming 
Brothers'  application  to  Somerset  House  for  the  return  of 
10s.  obtained  from  them  under  the  threat  of  prosecution,  he 
says  :  "I  am  sure  it  will  be  politic  on  the  part  of  Messrs. 


Cumming,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  trade  generally,  not 
to  press  their  claim."  Now,  I  entirely  disagree  with  the 
method  suggested  by  him  of  dealing  with  Somerset  House. 
I  understand  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  Medicine-stamp 
Act,  passed  somewhere  about  1802.  This  Act  states  that 
some  medicines,  before  being  sold,  are  to  be  stamped,  while 
some  other  medicines  may  be  sold  duty  free.  Also  that 
some  persons  may  sell  duty  free  medicines  that  some  other 
persons  must  stamp.  Under  this  Act  we  chemists  claim  that 
we  have  certain  rights,  and  admit  that  we  have  also  certain 
obligations.  If,  then,  we  fulfil  these  obligations,  why  should 
we  fail  to  demand  our  rights  ?  Why  should  we  cringe  and 
cower  before  officialdom,  and  wait  with  bated  breath  on 
what  Somerset  House  says  or  thinks  ?  Our  labels  make  the 
medicine  we  sell  either  liable  or  non-liable  to  duty  according 
to  this  Act  of  Parliament,  and  if  the  meaning  of  it  is  so 
obscure  that  even  the  giant  intellects  of  Somerset  House 
cannot  fathom  it,  then  the  sooner  we  get  it  revised  and 
written  up  to  date  the  better.  If  my  income  is  under  400/., 
I  claim  a  deduction  of  160/.  on  it  before  paying  tax.  I  do 
not  ask  the  assessor  if  he  will  graciously  allow  me  to  deduct 
the  160Z.  It  is  my  right ;  and  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter. 
A  spirit-merchant  can  sell  his  whisky  of  any  strength  down 
to  25°  under  proof  without  applying  to  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities  for  special  permission.  A  motorist  in  a  twenty- 
mile-per-hour  district  can  run  his  car  up  to  19T55  without  a 
by-your-leave.  Why,  then,  should  the  chemist  be  placed  on  a 
different  footing  ?  Why,  cannot,  an  independent  authority 
be  called  in  to  say  exactly  what  the  Act  does  mean — 
what  is  liable,  and  what  is  not  liable,  who  may  sell 
recommended  medicines,  and  who  may  not  ?  We  have  had 
too  much  lately  of  those  valuable  concessions  which  are  no 
concessions  at  all  ;  and  I  cannot  see  why  we  should  be 
"  politic  "  and  lick  the  hand  that  smites  us,  when  dealing 
with  officials  whose  duty  it  is  to  get  as  much  out  of  us  as 
possible  in  the  way  of  taxes.  Did  Glyn-Jones  convince  the 
authorities  of  his  right  to  recommend  tr.  quin.  ammon.  for 
the  relief  of  disease  by  going  to  them  with  his  hat  in  his 
hand,  and  being  "  politic  "  ?  No ;  and  let  it  be  the  same 
with  us.  If  the  Act  does  not  allow  us  to  sell  a  medicine 
unstamped,  then  we  should  stamp  it,  or  try  to  get  the  Act 
amended.  If  the  Act  does  give  us  the  right,  then  we  don't 
require  any  concessions ?  If  we  are  in  doubt  as  to  the 
justice  of  being  fined  for  selling  a  preparation  unstamped, 
then  it  is  our  own  fault,  as  a  body,  if  we  submit  to  it. 
There  are  a  Pharmaceutical  Society  which  ought  to,  and  a 
CD. A.  which  does,  look  after  our  interests  in  these  matters, 
if  we  have  only  the  good  sense  to  support  them.  I  regret  to 
see,  Mr.  Editor,  that  you  yourself  are  not  free  from  this  taint 
of  being  "  politic,"  and  that  both  in  your  Editorial  columns 
and  in  your  answers  to  correspondents  duriDg  the  past  nine 
months  you  have  consistently  preached  from  the  text, 
"  Whatever  ye  do,  offend  not  the  gods  of  Somerset  House, 
lest  in  their  wrath  they  consume  you."  And  what,  up  to 
date,  has  been  the  outcome  of  it  all  ?  Has  Somerset  House 
granted  a  single  concession  that  was  not  already  our  right  ? 
Are  we  any  better  off  to-day  than  we  were  on  the  morning 
of  the  decision  in  the  Glyn-Jones  case  ?  Nay,  does  not  the 
latest  '•  Astounding  Concession,"  make  us  rather  worse  off. 
Finally,  can  you,  Mr.  Editor,  who  have  studied  the  question 
thoroughly — can  you  conscientiously  say  that,  if  called  upon 
to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  liability  or  otherwise  of  a 
label  submitted  to  you,  you  could  do  so  with  more  certainty 
to-day  than  you  might  have  done  a  twelvemonth  ago? 
I  trow  not.  If  this,  then,  be  the  result  of  our  "  beckin' 
and  booin',"  our  "policy,"  and  our  consideration  for  Somerset 
House,  let  us  be  done  with  such,  and  show  a  more  in- 
dependent spirit.  Let  us  treat  the  officials  as  we  would  any 
other  gentlemen  with  whom  we  do  business,  but  ask  no 
more  so-called  concessions.  Let  us  hold  out  for  the  privileges 
the  Act  grants  us,  and  exercise  the  rights  the  law  allows  us 
without  fear  or  favour,  and  we  shall  be  held  in  greater 
respect  even  by  Somerset  House. 

I  am,  yours  respectfully, 

Ex-Razor.    (63/73 ) 

In  South  Africa. 
Sir, — Having  noticed  the  previous  letters  anent  South 
Africa  for  chemists,  I  beg  to  give  my  experience.    I  arrived 
in  Cape  Town  with  10?.  in  my  pocket  and  plenty  of  good 
resolutions.    As  soon  as  I  had  got  board  and  lodging,  wh  ch 
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average  25...  per  week,  I  called  on  one  of  the  smallest 
chemists  to  make  inquiries.  He  was  most  kind  (a  Scotchman 
and  a  F.M.),  and,  after  a  smoke  and  a  chat,  he  furnished  me 
with  a  list  of  the  largest  firms  to  whom  I  should  apply.  1 
had  four  offers  of  151.  to  16!.  per  month,  and  the  likelihood 
of  being  sent  up  country.  As  no  one  would  agree  to  keep 
me  in  Cape  Town,  and,  getting  an  offer  elsewhere  of  201.  per 
month,  I  accepted  it,  and  was  in  harness  the  fourth  evening 
after  arrival.  On  commencing  I  was  surprised  at  the  amount 
of  photographic  work  there  was  to  be  done,  all  the  chemists 
doing  the  developing,  printing,  and  mounting  for  the 
amateurs ;  and  as  every  second  person  has  a  camera  there  is 
a  lot  of  such  work.  Every  chemist  takes  photos  himself, 
too,  of  any  interesting  event,  such  as  the  recent  flood,  which 
has  been  a  little  mine  for  some,  hundreds  of  dozens  of  photos 
being  sold  at  prices  ranging  from  five  shillings  per  dozen  for 
quarter-plate  unmounted,  to  25*'.  per  dozen  for  whole-plate, 
also  unmounted.  No  one  coming  out  here  should  sign  on,  but 
should  follow  my  example.  They  should  not  accept  a 
situation  in  any  of  the  stores  unless  as  a  last  resort.  Up- 
country  firms  pay  one's  fare  from  Cape  Town,  or,  if  engaged 
through  the  wholesale,  they  will  advance  the  money. 
Another  thing :  be  careful  to  get  board  with  one  of  your 
own  nationality,  as  the  Dutch  or  Jewish  people,  although 
hospitable,  cannot  understand  a  Britisher's  ideas  about  food. 
New  arrivals  must  make  a  valiant  effort,  too,  to  learn  Dutch, 
if  they  desire  to  get  on.  A  chemist  takiDg  a  situation 
as  manager,  will  require  to  pay  a  fes  of  51.  in  the  Orange 
River  Colony,  or  25/.  in  the  Transvaal,  when  his  certificate 
has  been  accepted.  Life  is  rather  dull ;  but  if  one  has  books 
on  botany  or  geology,  one  manages  to  pass  the  time  very 
agreeably,  as  specimens  of  interest  are  in  abundance. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Een  Apotheek.  (63/18.) 

"  Sulphur.  Lotum." 

SiE, — The  use  of  "lotum  "as  an  adjective  is  very  vile 
Latin,  and  would  have  made  Quintilian  gasp  and  stare.  Its 
use  in  pharmacy,  though  sanctioned  by  long-continued 
custom,  appears  to  be  open  to  a  grave  objection,  because  a 
prescription  came  under  my  notice  to-day  in  which  the 
dispenser  read  "  sulph.  loti"as  "  sulph.  sodce,"  and,  as  the 
patient  had  already  got  it  correctly  compounded,  he  made 
observations  unfavourable  to  his  skill.  I  notice  that  the 
term  "  sulphur,  lotum  "  does  not  appear  in  Rouse's  "  Com- 
pendium," and  make  mention  lest  it  should  be  unknown  to 
any  of  your  readers  as  a  synonym  for  sulphur,  proecipitatum. 

Yours  truly, 

Dublin,  January  24  J.  C.  McWaltee. 

Lstters  in  Brief. 

The  Pharmacist  as  Optician. — Mr.  B.  Tocher  informs  us  that 
the  paper  on  this  subject  read  by  him  to  the  Glasgow  and  West  of 
Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association  is  printed  in  the  "  Dioptric 
Review"  for  February,  published  at  17  Shaftesbury  Avenue, 
London. 

To  Banbury  Cross  via  Bombay.—  Mr.  F.  G.  Gilkes,  of 
Banbury,  writing  on  March  2,  says :  "  On  January  16  Messrs. 
S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons  sent  me  per  halfpenny  post  their  receipted 
monthly  statement  which  was  delivered  to  me  this  morning, 
having  travelled  to  Bombay  and  back  in  the  interval." 

Mr.  George  P.  Pond,  of  Fleet  Street,  E.C  ,  writes  at  some  length 
commenting  upon  our  remarks  on  the  extension  of  Exemption  3 
under  the  Medicine-stamp  Act,  1812,  to  drug-store  keepers  who 
are  not  registered  chemists.  In  the  course  of  his  rem  irks  he  says 
his  indentures  date  back  fully  nineteen  years  before  the  Act  of 
1868,  and  he  adds :  "  The  only  real  benefits  which  chemists  and 
druggists  enjoy  from  Acts  of  Parliament  are  the  two  Medical  Acts 
of  1815  and  1857.  These  Acts  reserve  to  us  all  our  rights 
and  privileges.  It  was  the  chemists  and  druggists  of  1802 
to  1813  that  we  have  now  to  thank  for  all  the 
advantages  we  possess,  with  few  insignificant  exceptions.  The 
apothecaries  and  surgeons  of  those  days  tried  hard  to  take  us 
under  their  care,  to  enslave  us  in  many  ways,  and  prevent  us 
from  dispensing  medicine,  &c.  They  prepared  Bills  and  petitions 
Parliament  which  would  have  taken  away  from  us  every  atom 
of  liberty.  But  the  chemists  and  druggists  combined  and  fought 
them  hard  by  public  advertisements,  interviewing  memberB  of 
Parliament,  petitions  to  Parliament,  and  frequent  committee- 
meetings  which  were  held  in  Fleet  Sireet.  The  apothecaries 
were  forced  to  withdraw  one  thing  after  the  other,  till,  finally, 
in  1813,  they  withdrew  their  objectionable  clauses  altogether. 
Two  years  afterwards  followed  the  Medical  Act  of  1815,  which 


gave  us  all  the  privileges  we  had  demanded,  and  which  we  now 
enjoy."  [The  Apothecaries  Act  of  1815  and  the  Medical  Act  of 
1858  are  apparently  referred  to  by  Mr.  Pond. — Editor.] 


Dispensing  Notes. 


A  Crystallisation. 

203/31.  Rhei  asks  what  the  crystals  are  which  are  de- 
posited in  the  following  mixture  after  it  has  been  allowed  to 
stand  for  a  few  days  : 

Pulv.  rhei      ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  v. 

Pulv.  ipecac   gr.  ss. 

Magnesise      ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  v. 

Potass,  bicarb.        ...       ...       ...  gr.  x. 

Ammon.  carb.    gr.  iij. 

Sodii  bicaib.  ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  v. 

Aq.  menthas  pip.      ...    §j. 

M. 

"Rhei"  has  also  dispensed  the  mixture  with  magnesium 
carbonate  with  the  same  result. 

[We  have  had  the  mixture  under  observation  for  some  time, 
and  find  on  examination  that  the  crystals  are  magnesium  bicar- 
bonate. The  formation  appears  to  be  due  to  interaction  of  the 
bicarbonates  with  the  magnesia.  The  following  goes  to  show 
what  occurs  : 

MgO  +  2KHC03  +  2NaHCOs 
=  Mg  H2(C05)  s  +  K.,C03  +  Na2C03  +  H.,0. 

With  carbonate  of  magnesia  the  reaction  would  be  a  little  more 
complex,  but  the  result  similar.] 

38/18  P.  D.  <S  — The  mixture  is  chemically  incompatible, 
but  not  therapeutically  so.    Dispense  it  as  written. 

248/62.  Resorain. — We  are  submitting  your  problems  to 
experiment,  and  hope  to  give  some  interesting  results  in  an 
early  issue. 

221/65.  Perplexed. — The  only  plan  with  the  collodion  and 
tincture  of  belladonna  mixture  (equal  parts)  is  to  use  the 
equivalent  of  liquid  extract  for  the  tincture. 

Ichthyol  Pills. 

Nostrebor  (60/15)  asks  for  a  formula  for  3-gr.  ichthyol 
pills,  in  which  the  size  of  the  pills  is  kept  as  small  as 
possible. 

[The  smallest  pills  are  made  by  using  the  magnesium  ichthyolate 
devised  by  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  jun.,  in  1891.  Ammonium 
ichthyolate,  5ij-,  magnesium  oxide,  gr.  xv ,  and  water,  5ij-,  are 
mixed  and  evaporated  to  dryness  with  constant  stirring  over  a 
water-bath.  Two  grains  of  the  resulting  powdery  mass  is  equal 
to  3  gr.  of  ammonium  ichthyolate,  and  is  readily  made  into  a 
pill-mass  with  water.] 


Legal  Queries. 

Labels  to  Ibe  markad  "Liable"  or  "Not  liable"  to  medicine 
stamp-duty  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor  in  duplicate  and 
with  a  stamp3d  and  addressed  envelope  for  return  of  the 
marked  ones. 


54/11.  H.  L.  S. — As  "bile"  is  now  considered  to  be  an 
ailment,  "  bile-ovals  "  are  liable  to  stamp-duty. 

63/72  O.  S. — There  are  seven  formulas  for  sulphur 
skin-lotion  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  Vol.  II.  (see 
pages  583-4).  If  you  make  your  lotion  according  to  one 
of  these,  add  to  your  label,  say,  "  Prepared  according  to 
'  Pnarmaceutical  Formulas,'  No.  5 "  Your  label  requires 
this  reference  for  the  exemption,  because  it  recommends  the 
lotion  for  skin-diseases. 

53/49     O.  H.  A.—  Please  refer  to  page  274  of  our  Diary. 

63/41.  Old  Subscriber. — Of  the  labels  you  submit  the 
following  are  not  dutiable  :  Brown  powder,  nursery -pomade, 
and  mother's  friend.  Of  the  others,  we  think  the  universal 
cerate  is  likely  to  be  dutiable,  as  it  is  said  to  be  "  the  finest 
family  remedy  known  to  the  world  for  every  possible 
purpose  for  which  an  ointment  cm  be  useful."  That  neces- 
sarily includes  ailments  of  the  human  body.  The  rest  of 
I  the  labels  will  be  dutiable  on  and  after  March  31,  but  you 
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may  benefit  by  Exemption  3  if  you  state  that  they  are  pre" 
pared  according  to  the  C.  <f  D.  Diary  1904,  and  add  the 
number  if  there  is  one. 

62/58.  S. — An  effervescing  saline  made  with  fruit-juice 
and  hops  and  recommended  for  the  cure  of  ailments  (as 
yours  is)  has  been  liable  to  medicine  stamp-duty  since  1785. 
We  are  surprised  that  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  have 
not  taken  proceedings  against  you  before  now  ;  but  it  may 
be  that  your  saline  does  not  contain  either  fruit-juice  or 
hops,  in  which  case  it  is  exempt  from  stamp-duty,  but  the 
label  renders  you  liable  to  prosecution  under  the  Merchan- 
dise-marks Act. 

64/38.  J.  0.  S. — A  guinea  to  two  guineas  is  a  reasonable 
charge  to  a  solicitor  for  drawing  up  indentures  of  appren- 
ticeship. The  stamp-duty  is  2s.  61  It  is  a  question  of 
arrangement,  nowadays,  who  piys,  but  it  is  usually  the 
guardian  of  the  apprentice. 

65/53.  Anxious. — We  are  pleased  to  mark  labels  and 
return  them  by  post  if  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope  is 
sent  for  that  purpose,  and  the  labels  in  duplicate.  The 
following  amongst  your  labels  are  not  dutiable  per  se : 
Composition  essence,  antiseptic  powder,  Red  Cross  em- 
brocation, cod  liver-oil  emulsion,  tincture  of  myrrh  and 
borax,  and  nursery  hair-lotion  (if  ycu  delete  the  word  "  all  "). 
Your  quinine-and-iron  tonic  label  is  dutiable,  because  the 
medicine  is,  inter  alia,  to  purify  the  blood,  but  as  a  chemist 
you  have  the  benefit  of  the  exemption  if  the  title  discloses 
the  principal  ingredients  of  the  tonic.  We  would  regard  the 
cough-lozenges  disclosure  as  sufficient.  The  infants'-mixture 
label  is  liable  because  it  says  : 

Use. — In  laxity  of  the  bowels,  difficulty  in  teething,  and  rest- 
lessness, a  teaspjonful  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

There  are  half  a  dozen  formulas  for  such  a  mixture  in 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  vol.  2,  and  No.  4  would  suit 
your  label  well. 

64/7.  E.  S)  C. — Goods  made  in  Germany  and  bearing 
descriptions  in  German,  but  not  in  English,  do  not  on  importa- 
tion into  this  country  require  to  be  marked  "  Made  in 
Germany."  For  a  clear  statement  of  the  law  see  C.  %  B. 
Diary,  page  279. 

73/14.  Veterinary  Chemist. — There  has  been  no  revision 
of  the  decision  on  the  veterinary  chemist  title,  nor  is 
there  likely  to  be.  It  is  perfectly  safe  for  any  chemist  to 
use  the  title  in  respect  to  the  sale  of  agricultural  and 
veterinary  preparations,  but  a  different  aspect  would  be 
incorporated  if  a  chemist  practising  as  a  veterinary  surgeon 
were  to  use  the  title. 

146/14.  Damiana. — A  title  such  as  "  James's  Strengthen- 
ing Pills  "  is  (1)  brought  within  the  charge  of  medicine-stamp 
duty  because  the  pills  are  a  medicine  used  for  the  prevention, 
cure  or  relief  of  some  disorder  affecting  the  human  body  ; 
and  the  medicine  is  (2)  liable  to  the  duty  because  the 
possessive  case  is  a  "  claim  to  exclusive  right  or  title  "  to 
make  the  pills.  Of  course,  if  you  could  demonstrate  that 
(1)  does  not  apply  the  pills  would  not  be  chargeable,  but  we 
do  not  see  how  that  can  be  done. 

70/22.  Madras. — If  B  makes  an  agreement  with  C  and  a 
separate  agreement,  but  to  the  same  effect,  with  A,  the 
apparent  breaking  of  the  agreement  by  C  does  not  liberate 
A  from  the  terms  of  the  agreement  which  he  has  made 
with  B. 

73/74.    W.  T.  C—  The  Id.  tin  of  "  Roberts's  Cough-tablets 
is  and  always  has  been  liable  to  medicine  stamp-duty,  and 
as  such  may  only  be  sold  by  persons  licensed  to  sell  stamped 
medicines. 

72/70.  Yerax. — There  is  nothing  to  prevent  you  changing 
the  name  of  the  pills  from  "Strong  Antibilious  Pills"  to 
"  Strong  Aperient  Pills  "  on  March  31.  The  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  anticipate  such  changes. 

70/39.  Apprentice. — A  necessary  alteration  in  the  name 
under  which  an  apprentice  is  registered  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  is  carried  out  by  the  Registrar  at  the  request 
of  the  person. 


72/25.  W.  E.  M.—A  verbal  agreement  is  as  enforceable 
as  a  written  one  if  it  can  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  a 
Court. 

72/50.  H.  T.  asVs  the  following  questions :  (1)  In  the 
case  of  worm-cakes  is  it  all  right  to  buy,  say  a  2-lb.  tin 
stamped,  break  the  stamp,  and  retail  them  out  as  worm- 
cakes  at  Id.  each  1  [Yes,  if  each  cake  is  merely  sold  in  a 
twist  of  paper,  or  is  put  up  in  an  unlabelled  packet.  A 
4-lb.  tin  can  be  bought  unstamped.]  (2)  In  the  case 
of  the  old  remedy,  Gjdfrey's  Cordial,  is  Infants'  Cordial  a 
non-liable  title  1  [Yes  ]  (3)  In  making  out  a  bill  for  ad- 
vertising-purposes, can  you  recommend  non-dutiable  titles 
for  any  complaint  without  disclosing  the  formula  or  recog- 
nised formula,  or  putting  reference  number,  &c.  ?  [No  ] 
(4)  In  the  case  of  a  customer  asking  for  a  bottle  or  po  vders 
or  lozenges  for  indigestion,  toothache,  or  for  worms,  &c,  are 
you  expected,  if  you  make  one  up,  to  stamp  it  ?  [Not  if  the 
medicine  is  not  held  out,  by  any  words  written  or  printed,  for 
human  ailment-  ]  (5)  Are  you  supposed  to  disclose  the 
formula  of  pills,  &c,  in  using  the  terms  Aperient-pills, 
Stomach-pills,  and  Little  liver-pills  1  [No.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  anol  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

58/28.  Remedies. — Quain's  "  Dictionary  of  Medicine,' 
21s.  (Longmans),  is  a  suitable  book  for  a  chemist. 

57/53.  J.  A. — Why  should  not  y:>u  refer  to  back  numbers 
of  the  C.  <$'  D.  for  the  information  you  ask  us  to  look  up  ? 

47/34.    Hama')ielis.—{1)  Witch-hazel  Graam  : 

Linolini  anhydros  

Ext.  hamamelid.  dest.        ...       ...  Jiij. 

Paraffini  mollis  alb.  ...       ...  5j. 

01.  neroli   ravj. 

M.S.A. 

(2)  Quinine  and-Cantharidin  Hair-lotion. — The  first  recipe 
given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  for  eau  de  quinine,  to 
which  an  ounce  of  tincture  of  cantharides  has  been  added, 
will  fill  your  requirements. 

36/50.  Aoetum. — Tobacco-fumigators,  for  use  as  green- 
house insecticides,  are  made  from  nicotine.  The  following 
is  a  suitable  formula  : 

Nicotine  ...   

Camphor       ...    Jij. 

Soft  soap    5vj. 

Oil  of  rosemary       ...    Sss. 

Spirit   Oij. 

Dissolve  the  first  four  ingredients  in  the  spirit,  and  set  aside  to 
clear. 

This  is  a  modification  of  the  formula  given  in  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas,"  vol.  i.,  page  336.  See  our  Diary  in 
regard  to  methylated-spirit  law. 

243/31.  Oxo. — (1)  Elementary  Books  on  Anatomy.— 
E.  Bellamy's  "Students'  Guide  to  Surgical  Anatomy,'  or 
E.  S.  Yonge's  "Aids  to  Surgical  Anatomy."  (2)  Book  on 
Venereal  Diseases. — Hayden's  "Venereal  Diseases,"  Is.  6d. 
(Kimpton). 

43/34.  W.  B. — Conjuring-trick  Solutions. — We  read 
these  as  follows : 

1. 

Ferric  chloride    8  grams 

Sulphuric  acid    9  grama 

Distilled  water    60  grams 

2. 

Potassium  sulphocjanide   6  grams 

Distilled  water    16  grams 

3. 

Potassium  oxalate   20  grams 

Distilled  water    60  grama 

On  pouring  No.  1  into  No.  2  a  blood-red  solution  results 
wh:ch  is  rendered  colourless  on  adding  No.  3. 
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235/54.    Pharmac. — Black-currant  "Wine  Essence  : 


Essence  of  black  currant   oviij- 

Vanillin    gr-  iv. 

Gingerin    pr.  v. 

Tartaric  acid   a'iss. 

Caramel   

Salicylic  acid   9ss. 

Water   o»j- 

Syrup  to   ■    Sxvj. 


Triturate  the  salicylic  acid,  vanillin,  and  gingerin  with  trie 
essence  gradually  added.  Dissolve  the  tartaric  acid  in  the  water, 
add  the  caramel  and  ihe  essence  mixture,  and  make  up  to  16  oz. 
with  syrup.    Set  aside  for  a  few  days  and  decant. 

249/7.  Maltum — To  Prepare  Blood  for  administration 
as  a  tonic,  ox-blood  is  defibrinated  by  beatiDg  with  a  bundle 
of  twigs,  strained,  and  mixed  with  glycerin  and  a  small 
proportion  of  spirit,  the  latter  usually  in  the  form  of  wine. 
A  dried  preparation  of  defibrinated  ox-blood  is  obtainable, 
which  is  soluble  in  water.  The  admixture  of  liquid  extract 
of  malt  would  help  in  the  preservation  of  the  blood,  on 
account  of  the  alcohol  it  contains. 

50/5.  Apprentice. — The  best  book  of  recipes  for  toilet- 
specialities  is  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas.''  It  contains  also 
the  method  for  perfuming  programmes  which  you  ask  about. 

46/66.  H.  C.  R. — (1)  Ung.  hydrarg.  oleosi  is  not  an  official 
preparation  of  the  U.S.P.,  although  the  oleate  is  recognised: 
(2)  Lin.  Cantharidis  is  no  longer  official  in  the  United 
States,  but  the  1883  U.S.P.  contained  the  following  formula : 

Cantharides  (No.  60  powder)       ...     150  grams 
Oil  of  turpentine  to  make  ...       ...  1,000  c.c. 

Digest  the  cantharides  with  the  turpentine  in  a  closed  vessel 
for  three  hours,  strain,  and  make  up  to  measure. 

49/5.  R.  B.  (Ceylon).— The  best  book  on  Making  Half- 
tone Blocks  is  Julius  Verfas3er's  "Half-tone  Process" 
(Iliffe,  bs.). 

45/14.  Coccus. — The  method  of  making  Liquid  Cochineal 
from  cochineal  is  well  known.  The  following  is  a  good  recipe 
from  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  ": 

Powdered  cochineal   frj. 

Carbonate  of  potash  ...       ...  Jiij. 

Glycerin    Sviij. 

Distilled  water        ...       ...       ...  jxxiv. 

Bub  the  cochineal  and  potash  together  in  a  large  mortar, 
gradually  adding  the  glycerin,  then  the  water.  Allow  to  stand  for 
two  hours,  occasionally  stirring;  then  add  the  following  powder 
intimately  mixed  : 

Cream  of  tartar    Jiij. 

Potash  alum  ...       ...       ...       ...  Jiij. 

When  effervescence  has  ceased  filter  the  liquid  and  reserve  the 
filtrate.  Now  wash  what  remains  in  the  filter  with  distilled  water 
as  long  as  any  appreciable  amount  of  colouring  is  obtained,  and 
evaporate  this  second  filtrate,  ao  that  the  residue,  added  to  the 
first,  will  make  32  fl.  oz.  If  not  quite  clear,  filter  or  set  aside  to 
deposit,  and  decant. 

50/28.  Ptitz.— Metal-polish.— The  best  basis  for  this  is 
kieselguhr,  which  can  be  got  quite  free  from  grittiness.  The 
proportions  to  use  are  indicated  in  "Pharmaceutical 
Formulas." 

51/25.  Apprentice  — Tests  for  Thorium. — Alkalies  and 
ammonium  sulphide  give  a  gelatinous  precipitate  with  a 
solution  of  a  thorium  salt,  insoluble  in  excess.  Saturation 
of  a  solution  of  a  thorium  salt  with  potassium  sulphate  gives 
a  double  sulphate  of  thorium  and  potassium,  which  is  in- 
soluble in  potassium- sulphate  solution,  but  soluble  in  water. 
Potassium  ferricyanide,  oxalic  acid,  and  alkali  oxalates  give 
precipitates,  the  oxalate  precipitates  being  insoluble  in  dilute 
acids,  but  soluble  in  solutions  of  alkali  oxalates,  especially 
on  warming. 

51/42.  R.  S. — Particulars  of  the  Optical  Examina- 
tions.— For  these  we  must  refer  you  to  the  Educational 
Number,  published  August  15,  1903. 

51/18.  Kerosin.— (1)  Paraffin  oil  such  as  is  used  for  lamps 
cannot  be  completely  deodorised.    The  process  sometimes 


recommended,  and  which  consists  in  shaking  ihe  oil  with 
sulphuric  acid  and  an  oxidant,  is  only  partly  successful. 
(2)  Odourless  heavy  petroleum  is  obtainable  commercially, 
and  is  used  as  an  application  for  the  hair.  The  thinner 
varieties  are  most  suited  for  the  purpose. 

60/12.  A.  D  — Pharaoh's  Serpents  are  easily  made  from 
mercuric  sulphocyanide  missed  with  tragacanth-paste  and 
rolled  like  pills.  You  will  readily  appreciate  the  poisonous 
nature  of  the  former  when  the  "eggs"  are  burnt,  and  to 
prevent  accidental  swallowing  it  is  usual  to  mix  a  little 
smalts  with  the  mass  to  distinguish  the  "  eggs  "  from  pills 
by  the  colour. 

60/59.  Tattooing. — Tattoo-marks  are  removed  by  either 
the  nitric-acid  or  the  papain  method.  These  you  will  find 
described  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas"  or  in  the  C.  Sf  P., 
April  8,  1899,  page  575.  We  do  not  know  of  any  persons 
who  undertake  removing  tattoc-marks. 

57/36.    Yorlisltire. — (1)  Draught  for  Nervous  Headache  : 

Antipyrin.      ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  x. 

Spt.  ammon.  arom   rrixx. 

Tr.  aurantii   5ss. 

Aq.  ad   3iss. 

(2)  Draught  for  Bilious  Headache  : 

Potass,  citratis    gr.  xx. 

Ac.  hydrocyan.  dil   rn_iij. 

Aq.  sodee  effervesc   Jv. 

(3)  Pick-me-up  Draught : 

Tr.  nucis  vom.        ...       ...       ...  nix. 

Spt.  chloroformi    nixx. 

Tr.  cardam.  co.    5'j- 

Aq.  ad   Jiss. 

Many  other  recipes  for  these  draughts  are  given  in  "  Phar 
maceutical  Formulas,"  Vols.  I.  and  II. 

60/19.  J.  J.  P. — Cleaning  Slimy  Sponges  — This  is 
best  accomplished  by  the  use  of  caustic  soda.  Put  one  or 
two  teaspoonfuls  of  powdered  caustic  soda  in  an  earthen- 
ware vessel  with  enough  warm  water  to  cover  the  sponge. 
Allow  the  sponge  to  soak  for  about  ten  minutes,  and  wring  it 
as  dry  as  possible  in  a  towel,  subsequently  placing  the 
sponge  in  changes  of  warm  water  until  it  is  quite  free  from 
extraneous  matter.  If  the  Sponge-powder  is  for  retail  sale 
it  is  advisable  to  dilute  the  caustic  soda  with  dried  carbonate 
of  soda  and  direct  a  correspondingly  larger  quantity  to  be 
used.    The  powder  keeps  well  in  tins. 

45/12.  Puzzled— The  colour  of  Tr.  Belladonnse  B.P. 
varies  with  that  of  the  liquid  extract,  which  is  rarely  twice 
alike  owing  to  the  extractive  matter  in  the  root  being 
variable.  We  have  two  samples  before  us,  one  being  like 
very  pale  sherry  and  the  other  like  a  rich  brown  sherry. 
Such  differences  are  inevitable  as  long  as  standardisation  is 
merely  a  question  of  alkaloidal  content, 

3/43.  31.  S.  (Cyprus). — Books  on  Practical  Dentistry. — 
See  reply  to  "  E.  W.  T."  in  C.  %  P.,  February  20,  page  322. 

70/68.  F.  C.  I.  II". — The  postcard  you  send  to  us  repre- 
sents the  cost  of  half-a-dozen  of  the  antipyrin  tins ;  the 
setting-up  of  this  note  will  cost  50  to  100,  so  we  think  you 
may  "  chuck  "  the  lot  into  the  dust-bin.  There  are  some 
things  in  this  world  which  really  are  too  small  to  worry 
about,  and  small  empty  tins  are  amongst  them. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


70/24.    Who  is  the  maker  of  Monte's  golden  lotion  ? 

68/54.    What  is  nereide  or  where  can  it  be  obtained  ? 

69/70.  Makers  of  oxidised  cloth,  formerly  made  by  the 
Oxylene  Company,  London. 

68/27.  Who  are  the  makers  of  willow-charcoal,  or  where 
can  it  be  procured  in  large  quantity  ? 


